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The Oriental lights of Certainty 


concerning the Arcane of the 
Prince of the Bees 


Prologue 


In the Name of God the Supreme and Merciful, the Highest and 
Greatest, the Living and Eternal Lord, who does not die, and gives life 
to his creations and takes life from his creation. Glory to God alone in 
the pre-eternity and the posterity. The prayer of God be upon the 
numerically first and final seal, Mihammad and upon his 
descendants’ to whom no other creation can compare. And now: the 
one who puts his trust in the One, the Eternal, Rajab al-Borsi- may 
God protect him from envy and safeguard him on the day when the 
father will flee from the child’, says: 

Know that some envious people who have not received any share*in 
religious matters to the point that their jealousy was almost stronger 
than fate, when I explained to them that I had not received any share 
in religious matters. the beneficial richness of the Holy Book which 
was taken to close it and put me aside. When I revealed to them the 
hidden folds underneath what the traditions of the Imam's words, and 
made them see the depths of the esoteric senses through the eyes of 
the Imams they began to envy me, to call me a liar, to blame me, to 


' This “first” refers to the Mihammadan Reality, al-Haqiqa al Mühammädiyya, 
as the initial theophany; be the level of the Wahidiyya, One who is the first, the 
seal, on the other hand, refers to the mission of Mthammad as "Seal of 
Prophecy" and "Alu-hu", meaning the twelve Imams. 

2 This eschatological evocation seems to be inspired by certain Quranic 
passages (80:34 and 31:33). 

Arabic “hazz”, i.e. part of fate. B and M give hifz, “remembrance, memory”. 


miss me, to humiliate me, to hate me. And every time I put the seat of 
modesty for them and every time, I held out the hand of someone who 
is humble and modest for their friendship, they cut off my friendship 
with them and ran away. They humiliated me and disowned me after 
having recognized me; they ignored me after having known me. I 
have not committed any fault except that I reported the fifth part of 
the story the presence of the Twelver Traditions (akhbar) and brought 
out the spark of the spiritual elite whose incense spread, tracing its 
path, diffusing its fragrance, becoming an aromatic anointing useful to 
the sick and refreshing for the thirsty. Indeed, most of these traditions 
fall under esotericism and hidden meaning which, when quoted, the 
sick heart is filled with the same emotion as the healthy heart. The 
healthy heart shivers with joy*when hearing them; the one with a cold 
or the one infested by a poison cannot perceive the perfume of a drink 
or the scent of a muse(verse): 


He whose sick mouth is full of bitterness, 
will find the purest water bitter. 


So here are some of the things I have exposed. A group of monkeys, 
in ignorance of what I wanted to say, went off to peddle it to a group 
of envious people. People who don't know pass it on to people who 
don't understand it. But: 

“man is hostile towards what he does not know, moreover, they deny 
what their science is incapable of embracing”. Anyone who is of the 
same gender as them understands it; the rest of the people reject it. 
Or: “If you knew absolutely everything that mankind knows, you 
would be the friend of all who are in the world, but you are ignorant, 
so do you think that anyone who vibrates with another passion than 
yours is not a scholar”. Thus, they sent (these words) through the 


*“Ar-yatrab”, from a verb that expresses the joy caused by the hearing of music, 
by which we can draw a parallelism to the knowledge and acquiescence of 
gnosis. 


language of the hatred to the brothers among the men of the Law’ ", 
who are people with flashy doctrines and speeches they cannot even 
spell®. However, the abstruse depths of philosophical truth cannot be 
perceived by scholastic transmission’ . So, what about that which is 
beyond the intellect? From the knowledge of a single science, it does 
not follow that one embraces all the intellects. 


“There is no one among us who does not have a known rank?” 


Each one receives with particular ease what the Creator has prepared 
for him and finds his joy in what Allah has given him and made him 
discover’. Allah offers in abundance the tasty food, the 
thirst-quenching water, the overflowing and perennial graces that He 
brings to His servants, to His domain. His caravans do not stop, nor 
do his clouds dissipate. The door of his superabundance is open, and 
all that comes from the Most Generous is within reach. The lordly 
graces, the divine secrets, are not obtained through the descent of a 
father and a mother; it is God who, in his mercy, has given them to us. 
But when they did not understand my words, they considered them as 
heretical words (lit: Words of the Ghulat), whereas they are the secrets 
of the Guides (ie the Imams). As 'Ali, the Prince of the believers 
(Upon him Peace), said: "J considered some people untrustworthy in 
matters of religion, and what I had foreseen happened to me with 
them. As someone said (verse): They attack me for things that deserve 


5 L-fugaha’, ie clergymen who have obtained knowledge in the science of 
legalism and jurisprudence, known by Iranians as “Akhunds” 

é Play on words between madhhab, “doctrine” and mudhahhab, "Golden "; as 
well as between minhaj, “method, discourse” and min hajin “who spells” (other 
meanings: “who criticizes; worthy") 

7 Ma'gal opposed to manqool: that which is object of intellection in relation to 
what is an object of tradition, i.e., of historical transmission. 

8 Quran 37:164 

bi-ma faddala-hu Allah wa-fadda la-hoo, suggests a veiled allusion to 
Fazlollah of Astarabad. 


love I remain calm, but the thoughts are agitated in me. Or : The 
envious is concerned about my state — I don't think ever of him His 
heart is filled with thoughts of me — so that my heart is empty of his 
presence.” 

They are not even to blame for their denial. It is something "difficult, 
painful, which can only be endured by a prophet (nabi) who has been 
sent or a close angel or a believer whose heart has been tested by God 
for faith. For the negator (=mugassir) rejects the esoteric arcana of 
'Ali because of his hatred for him and his ally does the same out of 
ignorance, after the tradition mentions that it is something "difficult 
and painful". If he knew him, what would be this "difficult" and 
"painful"? But if he does not know it, how does he testify against 
himself that he is not a tested believer? What has he not done? Rather, 
you remain unharmed (from any reproach)! Or if he says that he has 
understood: how can a tested heart, having perceived the breezes of 
the arcana of the Vicegerent of the Most Gracious (= 'Ali), feel 
repulsion and fear, move away from the assent and deviate? Such an 
attitude is far from faith, and is more like the work of Satan, for love 
for 'Ali is undoubtedly the touchstone (of faith). He who has doubts 
about this, let him ask his mother about his father. The one who, by 
nature, is devoid of judgement, only fire can purify him'’. What calls 
them to denial is ignorance, jealousy, and love of this world, the 
attraction of which is the chief of all error. It is also the inclination 
that accompanies the carnal soul and passion. Whoever follows 
passion falls, because this carnal soul of man is the one who loves to 
worship something other than God, and to see no other pride and 
greatness than for itself, and to see all the world at its service because 
it is the chain of Satan by which he can descend into this divine 
sanctuary. 

It is in this sense that 'Ali said: 


1 Famous Hadith cited in al Kulayni’s “al-Kafi” 
perhaps an allusion to the famous Abdallah ibn Saba’, who was burnt alive by 
the Prince of the Faithful for attributing divinity to him. 


"Your fiercest enemy is this carnal soul in your body. 


A tradition says that: 

When God created the carnal soul, He called it and asked it: “Who am 
J) The soul said to him: And me, who am I?” 

Then God threw her into the ocean of the Hidden Return, until it 
reached the extended Alif, it was then freed from the vices of the 
pretensions of carnal egoism and returned to her original state. Then 
He (Exalted is He) said, “Who am I?’ It said, "You are the One, the 
Victorious”. That is why (Allah, Exalted is He) said: 

"Fight against your carnal souls!" 


The Shortcomings of Understanding in 
Grasping the Rank of the Commander of 
the Faithful 


How do they reject him when they do not know him, and reject him 
by virtue of what they have merely heard about him, when he is - I 
swear by my life - the supreme origin of the glory of enlightenment, 
the pearl of the ocean of esoteric knowledge, the quintessence of the 
righteous in its pure state, the knowledge of the secrets of the Mighty 
One, because He is the noblest way, the Supreme Name, the major 
Theriac, the red Sulfur (?). 


When the endowment of eloquence, stored in the treasury of words, 
was revealed, minds denied it due to their shortcomings in ascending 
to the lofty palaces. They were struck with awe upon hearing the 
breath of its forms. The extravagant and the parsimonious perished in 
the sea of excess and neglect. The followers and the opponents paused 
at the surface of scepticism and confusion. The opponent was veiled 
from their high light by the darkness of pride and envy, while the 
extravagant wandered in the maze of their secrets, straying from the 
path of guidance. The follower judged them by human standards, so 
he halted at their secrets and stayed behind. The knower looked at 
what they excelled in from the divine endowments, recognizing that 
they are the secret of the One, the Unique, and that their apparent is 
the essence of creation, and their essence is the eye of truths, and the 
unseen of the God, the Creator. 
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Thus, he knew from His saying: 


"And with Him are the keys of the unseen; none knows them except 
Him (gh Ý Walaa Y oii i be %. They are the keys to the unseen 
of Allah, whose excellence and secret only Allah knows, and though 
their honor is lofty, it cannot be grasped by the hands of intellect, and 
though their secret is hidden, the understandings and imaginations 
cannot comprehend its meaning. 

Therefore, it is said in wisdom: 


Do not speak to people about what exceeds the minds, for they will 
deny it, even if you have an excuse for it. Not everything you hear 
denials about will give you an excuse, and not everything that is 
known is said, and not everything that is said has men to support it 


Ibn Abbas said to the Prophet (May his Light illuminate us All): 

“O Messenger of Allah, should I narrate everything I hear?” He said: 
“Yes, except if it is a narrative that minds cannot comprehend, in 
which case the listener will find misguidance and tribulation in it.” 


A man asked the Imam Jafar al-Sadiq: "Tell me the reason the Prophet 
raised the hand of Al.? 1 

The Imam replied: It was so that people would know his rank and 
elevation. The man said: “Tell me more, O descendant of the 
Messenger of God!" the Imam said: "Jt is so that people will recognize 
that he has the most right to the rank of the Messenger of God after 
him.” So the Man replied oncemore: "Tell me more!" So the Imam 


2 Qur’an 6:59. Oddly enough, in the infamous heterodox sermon, the Sermon 
of Elucidation (Khutbatul-Bayan), the Prince of the faithful (Upon him Peace) 
says: “I possess the keys of the unseen. No one knows of it (Ghayb) except the 
Apostle of God.” 

' Te the Event of Ghadeer, in which the Noble Prophet (May his light illuminate 
us) declared Ali (Upon him Peace) his rightful successor 

14 “Elevated status” is the translation that makes more sense. 


Il 


said: "So that the people know that he is Imam after him, and that he 
is the high science. The questioner said: “But still?“ The Imam said: 
"Be careful! I testify to God, if I announced to you the bottom line, 
you would leave me saying: Jafar ibn Mohammad is a liar, or else he 
is a madman!” 


And said Imam Ali al-Sajjad ibn al-Husayn (Upon them be Peace): 
“I certainly conceal from my knowledge its treasures, 
Lest the ignorant sees the truth and falls into temptation. 
Indeed, Abu Hassan has advanced in this, 

To Hussain, he has entrusted and before him, al-Hassan.”’ 

And there is no wonder, for the Messenger of Allah (May his light 
illuminate us All) used to say to the assembly of Quraysh: 


Say, "There is no god but Allah," and they would say it. Then he 
would say: “Testify that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah”, and 
they would testify. Then he would say: “Perform prayer towards this 
building”, and they would perform it. Then he would say: “Fast in 
the month of Ramadan”, and they would fast. Then he would 
command them to give Zakat, and they would give it. Then he would 
say: “Perform hajj and Umrah”, and they would perform them. Then 
he would call them to Jihad leaving behind wealth and children, and 
they would respond. 


Then he would say: Ali is your Wali after me, but they would reject 
and not hear. He would then call out to them with words of reproach 
while they would not hear: 


"Say, It is a great news (ie the Quran), from which ye turn aw 


'S Quran 38:67-38 
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Then he would recite to them, while they were unaware: "They 
recognise the favour of Allah; then they deny it. And most of them are 


disbelievers. "6 


These principles are supported by what al-Hasan ibn Mahbub narrated 
from Jabir ibn Abdullah from Abu Abdullah (peace be upon him) that 
the Messenger of Allah (May his light illuminate us) said to Ali 
(peace be upon him): "O Ali, you are the one by whom Allah argued 
against His creation when He asked them, 'Am I not your Lord?' They 
replied, Jes. He said, And Muhammad is your Prophet? They said, 
Jes. He said, And Ali is your Imam?' They all refused your 
leadership and acknowledgment of your merit, arrogantly turning 
away from it, except for a few of them, who are the people of the right 
hand, and they are the fewest of the few. And in the fourth heaven, 
there is an angel who says in his glorification: 'Glory to the One who 
guided this small creation from this vast world, due to this great 


favour.” 


This is supported by what is mentioned in Kitab al-Wahda'* from Ibn 
Abbas that he said: "The one who hates Ali will come out of his grave 
with a collar of fire around his neck, and on his head will be devils 


cursing him until the time of Resurrection.""” 


And in Basa'ir al-Darajat, from the Messenger of Allah (May his light 
illuminate us all), that he said: "O Ali, by the One who sent me as a 
Prophet with the truth, and chose me among all creation, if you were 
to pour the entire world upon a hypocrite, they still would not dislike 
you, even if You struck the nose of the believer, how much hed dislike 


6 Qur’an 16:83 

1 Bihar al-Anwar, Vol. 26 

18 T do not know what this book is. It is definitely not Kitab al-Wahida, the 
pseudo-nusayri work, as they are spelt completely different in Arabic. 

'9 Bihar al-Anwar, Vol. 27 
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you. No one loves you except a believer, and no one dislikes you 
except a disbeliever or hypocrite. ” 


And from Sa'id bin Jubair, from Ibn Abbas, that the Messenger of 
Allah, (May his light illuminate us), said: "Whoever opposes Ali after 
me is a disbeliever, polytheist, and treacherous. Whoever loves him is 
a sincere believer. Whoever hates him is a hypocrite. Whoever fights 
against him is an apostate. Whoever rejects him is doomed. Whoever 
follows his path is guided." 

"With love for Ali, doubts vanish, 

Loyalty prevails, and the carpenter is adorned. 

If you see someone loving him, 

Then, there is nobility, and then there is pottery. 

And if you see someone hostile towards him, 

Then, his lineage is fabricated. 

So, do not blame him for his hatred, 

For the walls of his father's house are short. 

It became necessary for me to purify it for religion, 

From the suspicions of the atheists, 

And the doubts of the deniers, 

And to apologise to the believers, 

By virtue of a kind of creation. 

It was intended to present in this message a glimmer of hidden 
secrets, 

And concealed traces, 

And the inner depths of the righteous, 

To remove the barriers of secrecy from its life, 

So that the seeker may see the shining star of emulation, 

In the sky of the dark night. 

When the secrets are revealed, 

And the shells of the traces are exposed, 

And the clarity of the statement becomes apparent, 
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For those who perceive (so whoever wills let him believe, and 
whoever wills let him disbelieve)." 


The Arcana of the Science of Letters 


And when the secret of Allah was entrusted in the treasury of the 
knowledge of letters, it being a stored knowledge, in a concealed book 
that only the purified can touch and only the close ones can attain (al- 
mugarrabiin)’’, because it is the source of the secrets of majesty and 
the gathering of the names of perfection, Allah opened the chapters 
with it and entrusted it with the secret of decree (qada’) and destiny 
(qadar). This is because when Allah intended to bring existence out 
from the realm of non-being into the realm of existence (al-wujud), 
He intended the higher realms and the lower realms with the variation 
of stages in the succession of roles, and the most prominent of them 
from the reservoirs of estimation to the decree of formation. He filled 
them with the secrets of the letters, which are the standard of 
acknowledgment and the source of effects. For by the word, the 
Creator revealed/manifested Himself (tajalla) to His creation, and by 
it, He concealed (ihtajaba) Himself, then He brought the clay of Adam 
into creation?! Then, He concentrated in the mountain of action a 
proportion of those letters and arranged them until they shone forth in 
the realm of manifestation, by the subtleties of the intellect for the 
shining of appearance. Then He transferred it after that in the stages 
of the dispersion, which is the expression of the second invention, and 
He arranged in it a sequence of letters which He concentrated in the 
mountain of action until they shone forth in the realm of manifestation 


2 Quran 55:78-79. This is also found in the 13th century grimoire Shams 
al-Ma' arif 

Al- ama, term appearing in the cosmogonic developments of Ibn Arabi. It 
comes from a hadith, where the Prophet, who was asked, Where was our Lord 
before he created the creatures? replied "He was in a cloud, above and below 
which was no air.” 
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by the subtleties of the soul in the second burning. Then He 
transferred it in stages of the atom, which is the expression of the 
second creation, and He created in it a proportion of the letters which 
He placed in their natural state, until He shone forth with them in the 
realm of manifestation by the subtleties of the heart in the second 
creation. The meanings of the letters reside within the intellect (Ji), 
their subtleties within the soul (CS, their forms within the psyche 
(C, their deliberation within the heart (8), their expressive power 
within the tongue, and their mystery lies enshrouded within the ears. 
As the first addressed being was also the first inventor, the /uminous 
intellect, the discourse of truth encompassed the essence of these 
letters. The sum of these letters within the secret of the intellect was 
one Alif, for it is through the true power that the sum of the letters is 
actualized. It is this intellect that first heard the secrets of knowledge 
in the reality of these letters before all other things, and the intellect is 
the possessor of symbol and indication, truth and allusion, and 
perception. 


In the subtle realm of the soul, the letters take the form of two sides of 
an equilateral triangle, one side standing upright, and the other resting 
upon this form. The standing side represents the letter Alif, and the 
extended side represents the letter 'Ba' +. We say that the letters in the 
subtle realm of the soul take the form of two sides, for the effusion of 
the simple lights found in the intellect is, in essence, transformed into 
power within the soul, thus agreeing in the existence of secrets while 
differing in the variation of states. 


Inasmuch as the soul derives from the intellect, and the psyche 
derives from the soul, and all the ‘Alawi celestial lights’? derive from 


the light of the Throne, likewise, all the letters derive from the light of 
the Alif, and the return of the lower and higher realms from it to it, 


22 Te the 14 infallibles, whom are derived from the throne 
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and each letter among the letters stands with the secret of the Alif, and 
the Alif is the secret of the word. The angels of light carrying the 
Throne” are from the essence of these letters, and the first of them, 
related to the intellect, is called the Alif, and the witnesses of the One 
(al-muwahiden ie the monotheists) of Majesty” are four: the intellect, 
the soul, the psyche, and the heart, which is the fourth uniting factor. 
Its unification lies in the secret of the letters that the Truth created in 
His creation, for the heart is the tablet of divine inscriptions, indeed, it 
is the preserved tablet (al-lawh al-mahfudh) itself. Hence, the letters 
differed in accordance with their positions and were attributed to the 
states of Adam. The 'Dal' 3 on the day of his creation (khalq), the line 
of the Nm z on the day of his formation (ie his proportions), the line 
of the Ba = on the day the spirit was breathed into him, and the line of 
the 'Alif is the day when the Angels were invited to prostrate to him. 


Thus, the structure of the human form was composed by divine 
wisdom in a quadrangular form”, both natural and divine, from the 
realms of invention and creativity. It is known that the entire upper 
and lower worlds, collectively, are encompassed under the sphere of 
the 'Alif, which represents the symmetrical designation, the sublime 
Throne, the luminous intellect, the supreme omnipotence (jabarut 
al-akbar), the arcana of reality, the Holy World, the lote tree of the 
utmost boundary”. All the letters, in their various stages and diverse 
effects, emanate from it and return to the Lord, exalted be He. 


3 “And the angels will be on its sides, and eight will, that Day, bear the Throne 
of thy Lord above them.” Qur’an 69:17 

** al-jalal, "majesty", manifestation of the attributes of God's action in the mode 
of rigor, opposed, in Sufi thought, to al-jamal, "beauty", corresponding to the 
attributes of mercy and love. Similar to the dynamics of Hesed and Gevurah 

25 This is found within Fazalian Hurufi writings, where the body is made up of 
letters, through a dividing line (al khatt al-faasul) 

6 Qur’an 53:14 
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The creation of all creation lies within the secret of these letters, and 
the realm of command “Be, and it is”” is manifested through them. 
His speech, exalted be He, in the presence of His sanctity, is only 
heard through these letters, which stand with the essence of the Truth, 
exalted be He. 


His concealed and stored names are all encompassed under the 
register of these letters, with the 'Alif being the first of creations, and 
from it emanate all the ranks of the world. All the letters are in need 
of him, yet he is independent of them, for all numbers are in need of 
him, while he himself has no need for them. Whoever comprehends 
the outward and inward aspects of the Alif attains the rank of the 
truthful ones (siddiqin) and the station of the near ones (muqarrabin), 
for it has both exoteric (dhahir) and esoteric (batin)** aspects. Its 
outward aspect consists of 3, the Throne, the Tablet, and the Pen 
(al-’arsh, al Iloh wa al qalam), and it is composed of three points: the 
One, the One and the One, which I will talk about later. Its first 
esoteric comprises three: the Intellect, the Soul, and the Psyche. Its 
second esoteric is 111°’, that is the number of the elements, 
representing the number of the Greatest Name. Subtracting 12 from 
it, which represents the subject of names and numbers, leaves 99, the 
number of the beautiful names (asma al-husna). Its 3rd esoteric is 71, 
representing the abundant letter Lam“. 


The world of “Kun fakun” ie “Be and it is!” is also found within the treatise 
of Abu Eisa al-Murshid, a proto-Ismaili text detailing the beginning of creation. 
28 Allusion to the famous hadith: "The Qur’an has a back (zahir) and a belly 
(batin), and this belly has a belly, and this up to seven bellies,” where the 
hierophants of Islam have seen an allusion to the meanings hidden under the 
apparent letter of the sacred text. 

g and M give 110 instead of 111, and Bth: 11. 1 is not always sometimes 
there is little doubt about the reading, because the addition of the letters of the 
name Alif ~ let A = 1, L = 30 and F = 80 gives 111; which is therefore 
confirmed by the following sentence 

0 Lam is 30 (L) +1 (A) +40 (M) 
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This number is the matter of the Supreme Name as well as a letter of 
the exoteric of the Supreme Name. Its third esoteric number is 92, and 
it is the emanation of the Lam, i.e. the Mim. Its number is 90 plus two 
numbers in the Alif and the L4am?'30 , and this number is the exoteric 
of the Supreme Name. Its fourth esoteric number is in the 
multiplication of its simple (Elements) by themselves, 1.e. 9, and the 
scission which emanates from it in the splitting of the letters is also 9. 
This is Alif Lam Mim, the Throne, the Table and the Kalam, whose 
single elements are also 9: R SH (O- (L W H (cH) (- QL M 
(A Similarly for the Intelligence, the Soul and the Spirit, Q L (Js 
(NFS (w (- R W H . (CY) That's why the Alif is the Word in 
which the Almighty is epitomised by such esoteric secrets. Hence: 
whoever knows the exoteric and esoteric of the letter Alif perceives 
the isolated esoteric secrets and the hidden lights*’, because the Alif is 
a letter that derives from the eternal existence of the Divine Being, 
and that Everything derives from this letter. 


That is, has the sum of the name of the letter Mim (40 + 10 40) is added that 
of the two Alif contained in Alif and in Lam and M give 42 2 the place of 92 
(fixed in the margin in M) and 45 for 90 (corrected in 9 in the margin, in M) 

2 We will recall here the account transmitted by the Gnostic treatise Umm 
al-Kitab, featuring Imam Muhammad al-Bagir as a child teaching his master the 
eminence of the meaning of the letter Alif; parallel story to that of the child 
Jesus and his master Zacchaeus in the Gospel of Thomas the Israelite. 
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On the letter Ba S 


As for the extended Alif. i.e., the Ba“, it is the first divine 
communication (wahy) descended on the Envoy of God™. It is the 
first word of Adam, Noah, Abraham. The secret of the Ba' is an 
expansion of Alif in this letter Ba'; and the secret of the Resurrection 
is in the vertical straightening of its end, and this is the esoteric secret 
of the Creation (ikhtira'). The lights and the esoteric metaphysical 
realities relate to the point of Ba', which is what the Prince of the 
Believers (Upon him Peace) referred to when he said: 


"I am the point which is under Ba of Sura Hamd.” 


The esoteric secret of the horizontal Ba' refers to the vertical Alif that 
unfolds the essence of Ba' is veiled in it. It is in this sense that Muhyi 
al-din al-Ta't (Ibn Arabi) said: "Ba' is the veil of the lordly condition. 
If the Ba' were removed, men would see their Lord in all presence." 


In the same way. graphically, the Alif is a vertical line, the Ba is made from a 
horizontal line. 

* The Alif is the figure of the intra- divine Revelation of the world of Holiness 
— with the Ba’ as Revelation ad extra, first expansion of the Alif (passage from 
vertical to horizontal). Here we have a "pictorial" perception of the ideogram. 
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On the Letter Qaf ù 


The letter Qaf is the esoteric of the Kalam and the secret of the divine 
imperative. When we say the secret of the imperative we mean 
predetermination*>. Its simple elements are three letters (i.e. Q,A and 
F cals). It is the one that writes the secrets of predetermination, and it 
refers to the Supreme Name”. Indeed, the first letter of the Kalam. the 
Qaf, encompasses the universe externally and encompasses 
knowledge internally”. Its number is 181°°. When we take the number 
of the Supreme Name from it, 1.e. 110, we are left with 71, which is 
the matter of the Supreme Name and one letter among its letters 
Similarly, Sin is one letter among the letters of the exoteric of the 
Supreme Name*°40, and the science of the Supreme Name is derived 
from the science of the esoteric of Sin. The second letter (of the 
Kalam) is the Lam and the third letter is Mim. And from these letters 
the universes in their totality are composed. The others existing are 
included under 99 Names, and the other existences are included in the 
Supreme Name. The Supreme Name is the hundredth; and the Qaf, 
according to its numerical value, is one hundred. 


35 Qadar, arb predestination of being in the concrete state. Constituting after the 
general decree (qada’) a phase of creation called here al-ikhtira al-awwal. 
ot is he who is (ka'in for katib) the secrets of predetermination and he is the 
secret of the Supreme Name. 
37 1, “Includes” art. al-muhira: 

2. allusion the mountain of Qaf that surrounded the earth 
38 Q=100,A=1 and F=80 
3 The number 110 (corresponding to the name of 'Ali - 70 + 40 + 10) has a lot 
of consistency, and 71 is the number of the letter Lam (L+A+M) 
0 Let us think of the symbols of the letters ‘Ayn, Mim and Sin in Nusayri 
Theology for the respective order of precedence of “Ali, Mihammad and 
Salman.” 
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On the Letter Ta + 


The letter Ta' flies (tayyar) throughout the universe. Its secret is found 
in the supreme principles and in the world of creaturely beings, for it 
travels (sayyar) among the beings above as well as among the beings 
below. It has secrets in its manifestation. of the name of Lot(Liat). Its 
secret involved the destruction of Lot's people just as the Ha' appears 
at the beginning of the name of Had whose secret involved the 
swallowing up of the earth with its people and the destruction of it. 
The Ta' appears in the name of Muhammadgiven in the Qur'an as 
Ta'Ha, which is the name of Mthammadin the dialect of the Arabian 
tribe of Tayy. 


On the letter Jim z 


The letter jim is a letter of the Malakut where it one receives (or: 
learns) from the Ba' and participates in the universe of Malakat. It is a 
letter that God has manifested at the beginning of the Names of 
Majesty (Jalal). The Throne subsists by the Rigor of the jim, the 
Kalam draws (its existence) from it. The Stepladder (Kursi) subsists 
in the attribute of Beauty (Jamal) through him. He is the triangle in 
which the secret of Alif and Ba' unfolds. He manifests himself in the 
modalities of wrath and in the center of grace (Lutf). Thus, he 
epitomizes himself in the Almighty (al-Jabbar) and in the Generous 
{al-Jawad). From him came Jabarit and generosity (Jud). 
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On the Letter Kaf 4 


The letter Kaf is a letter manifested at the end of the divine Name 

al Malik (the King). From it the Mighty One rises (al- Aziz). It is the 
esoteric of the Kalam, that of the imperative (kun), of the Throne and 
the Step, of the celestial and terrestrial forms. 


On the letter Ayn ¢ 


The letter Ayin is the first of the esoteric seals of the Throne and of 
the Intelligence ('Aql) it is the support of the esoteric senses of the 
universe. because on the one hand the Throne is what carries the 
Stepladder, the Kalam and the Tablet, the celestial spheres and the 
earth. and on the other hand the Intelligence is what carries the Spirit; 
the Soul is the support of the heart; the heart is the support of the 
material body. The power (qudra) is the support of the ensemble. 


On the letter Tha Š 


The letter Tha' is a letter that manifests itself in the divine Name "the 
Heir" (al-Warith) and in the Name "the Resurrector" (al-Ba'ith). Its 
manifestation in the Heir is an allusion to the annihilation of beings, 
while its manifestation in the Resurrector is an allusion to the power 
that has the power to resurrect them after their death and bring them 
together after the dispersion. 


On the letter Zay5 


The letter Zay is a noble letter that manifests itself in the Name "the 
Strong" (al-'Aziz). The force belongs to God totally, and from Him it 
reaches the rest of the universe directly. A part of the universe 
acquires its strength from another (part). Thus, the earthy sphere 
acquires this from water, water from air, air from fire, fire from the 
celestial sphere. This is how the Power is set up in the beings of the 
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world. This is what the Qur'anic verse refers to: "You exalt whom You 
will, and You abase whom You will" (3:26). 


On the letter Waw s 


The letter Waw is a letter from among the letters of the Throne, 
travelling through the distinct parts of the universe, connecting to the 
two ends of the creative world and the Imperative "Be! and it is. And 
as this noble science is allusions and symbols, I quote here what 
involves allusion and awakening of the attention. 


The secret of the letter Alif 


As for the science of points and circles, it is the origin of the 
knowledge and the obscure depths of the esoteric sciences, because 
the speech leads to the letters, the letters lead to the Alif; the Alif has 
as its outcome the point, and the point according to (the specialists of 
the science of letters) symbolically designates the descent of the 
absolute Being manifested (Dhahir) through the hidden (batin). The 
term symbolically designates the beginning through the end, 1.e. the 
manifestation of the ephemeral being, which is the principle of being 
and the principle which has no designation or indication“. Thus, the 
Alif maintains the esoteric secret of the Intelligence, the Intelligence 
maintains the Alif, and the totality of the letters is in the secret of the 
Alif. However, there is a difference between the two as to rank: the 
Alif of Intelligence is vertical, while the Arif of the Spirit is 
horizontal. If the secret of the Alif, the Lam and the Mim - letters that 
sum up the imperative of Wisdom - were revealed from this high 
science, every healthy man would be upset, every educated man 
would realize that he is nothing but ignorant. Thus, according to Abu 


Ihe science of letters is the framework of all the symbolism of the 
theophanies which necessarily includes an apophatic theology (tanzih). 
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Sinan, according to Abu Abdallah (Ja'far al-Sadiq, the 6th Imam), a 
tradition reports that he said O Mihammad (Abt Sinan)! In the Sura 
of the Ahzab, there are verses that are unambiguous”; if we could say 
that we would do so. But then men would fall into infidelity, deny 
(faith) and go astray. But as the poet said: 


“To anyone who asks me to inform him about Layla's secret, I answer 
evasively, since I am blind to her. They say to me, ‘Inform us about 
Layla, for you are her trusted man.’ Lo, if I informed them, I would 
not be her trusted man”’ 


The Secrets of Fatima the Radiant 


The opening chapter, Al-Fatiha, is the Surah of Praise and the Mother 
of the Book (Um al-Kitab), dignified by Allah (Exalted is He) in the 
Quran by singling it out. Allah has honoured it by mentioning it both 
in general terms and specifically, emphasising its prestige. This is akin 
to His directive: 

"Guard strictly your (habit of) prayers, especially the Middle Prayer; 
and stand before Allah in a devout (frame of mind)."”, 

where He mentions them collectively but singles out the middle 
prayer for its distinction. The middle prayer, outwardly, refers to the 
Maghrib (sunset) prayer, performed at a time when the gates of the 
heavens are opened, and it is emphasised to perform it promptly, as 
the Prophet Mthammad (May his Light illuminate us) said: 

"Hasten to perform Maghrib prayer." 

However, in its esoteric and symbolic meaning, it refers to Fatimah 
az-Zahra (Peace and Blessings be Upon Her). This is because the five 


2 Tn the Qur’an (3:7), muhkamat verses (in the firm, permanent, obvious sense) 
are opposed to mutashabihat (multivocal, ambiguous, metaphorical). Often, as 
here, the muhkama can only reveal themselves as such through hermeneutics 
esoteric. 

8 Quran 2:238 


25 


obligatory prayers are essentially the five Masters (the Five Ahl 
al-Bayt), without whose recognition or mention, there is no prayer. 
adh-Dhuhr (Noon) represents the Messenger of Allah (May his Light 
illuminate us), and then the light emerged, being the first thing created 
by Allah's light, the first thing created being the Preserved Tablet, and 
the first thing created being the Pen. Therefore, the intellect is the 
light of Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family), and the 
Preserved Tablet and the Pen pertain to Ali and Fatimah. 
This is indicated by Him (Almighty is He) saying: 

Hani ies Lay allig 0 
The obligation of the Asr prayer is under the leadership of the 
Commander of the Faithful, Ali (peace be upon him), while the 
Maghrib prayer is associated with Fatimah az-Zahrâ (peace be upon 
her). Allah (Exalted is He) has commanded them (the people) to 
maintain their love for her and for her holy progeny. However, they 
belittled her status and undermined the importance of her command, 
after the sun of Nubuuwa had set upon her”. Yet, loving her is 
obligatory, completing the obligation, and acceptance of the 
obligation, because the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and 
his family) tied his satisfaction with the satisfaction of Fatimah. He 
said: 


"By Allah, O Fatimah! Allah is not pleased until you are pleased, and 
I am not pleased until you are pleased." 


The meaning of this symbol is that Fatimah (peace be upon her) is the 
source of secrets and the sun of infallibility, the seat of wisdom, as she 
is the daughter of the Prophet Mihammad (peace be upon him and his 
family) and the beloved of the Guardian. She is the reservoir of divine 
mysteries. Thus, whoever incurs her anger, the mother of the virtuous, 
has indeed earned the anger of his Prophet and Guardian. And 


“ Quran 68:1, “Nun! By the pen and what they write!” 
se the Death of the Holy Prophet (Upon him Peace and Prayers) 
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whoever angers the Prophet and the Guardian, he is the wretched of 
the wretched. 


And the Isha prayer belongs to Hasan (peace be upon him), where the 
light of the Prophet and the Guardian was concealed from him. As for 
the Fajr“ prayer, it belongs to Hussein (peace be upon him), because 
he sacrificed himself in seeking the pleasure of Allah Almighty until 
he brought forth the light of truth amidst the darkness of falsehood. 
Were it not for him, darkness would have prevailed until the Day of 
Judgment. 


This is exemplified in the divine saying of Allah (Exalted is He): 


"The Wilayah of Ali is My fortress, so whoever enters My fortress, is 
safe from My punishment." 


The assurance of safety from punishment is confined to the Wilayah 
of Ali, because acknowledging his walayah entails acknowledging 
Nubuwwa, and acknowledging Nubuwwa entails acknowledging 
Tawhid. Thus, the true believer is the one who affirms justice and 
Imamate, and justice alongside monotheism is true faith. Whoever 
affirms the guardianship of Ali is the secure believer; otherwise, he is 
the hypocrite doomed to perish. 


An example of this is found in the saying of the Prophet Mūhammád 
(peace be upon him and his family): 


"I am the city of knowledge, and Ali is its gate." 


4 Another reasoning for Fajr being for al-Husayn, the Surah al-Fajr in the Holy 
Qur’an is an analogue to the battle of Karbala’ 
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A city is only accessed through its gate. Thus, the acquisition of 
knowledge after the Prophet Mthammad (peace be upon him and his 
family) from sources other than ‘Ali and his progeny is considered 
innovation and misguidance. In this hadith lies a subtle indication that 
every revelation that comes to the Prophet Mihammad from the 
presence of the Most High Lord cannot reach anyone except through 
the gate, and he enters through it the gate. 


And the indication is with him (Peace and blessings be upon him and 
his family) saying: 


"O Ali, indeed Allah has made me aware of whatever He wills of His 
unseen and revelation, and He has made you aware of it through 


inspiration." * 


This is a reference to what the Prophet specifically conferred upon his 
successor during the Night Journey (Isra’ wal-Mi’raj), addressing him 
directly. For that was specifically bestowed upon his successor as 
inspiration. 


As for his statement, "You see what I see and hear what I hear," it 
indicates the descent of the angels to the Prophet Muhammad with 
divine gifts. Indeed, Allah (Exalted is He) singled out Mthammads 
successor to hear and see some of them, and He commanded His 
Prophet to convey the rest to him, for he is the guardian of the secrets 
of prophecy. The successor holds a lofty position, being the disciple 
of the Prophet Muhammad and his minister, as all the seas are 
contained within the vast ocean.“ 


Also found in the heterodox Sermon of Elucidation (khutbatul bayan) 
“8 “Seas” means Awliya’ ie the Imams, and the vast ocean is the Prophet 


28 


On the Surah Fatiha 


Within Surah Hamd, it contains the Greatest Name of God with 
complete certainty (‘an al-yaqeen). The number of the Ayahs are 7, 
and that is a perfect number. And from this perfect number is 
manifested the root of Ten, that is, the multiplying (of the days) of the 
year by the days of the week, which is 2520. It is a number that is 
divisible by two, by three, by four, by five, by six, by seven, by eight, 
by nine, by ten.“ And the number of words in the Mother of the Book 
(the Fâtiha) is 29, including the Bismillah (but thats the first ayah?). 


The number of Surahs covered by "isolated" (ie the mu3jamat) letters 
is 29. The number of days in the month is 29. If we subtract the Alif 
from these letters, we are left with 28 (because alif = 1), which is the 
number of stations of the moon. When these are divided up, there are 
9 for the celestial spheres, 12 for the signs of the Zodiac, 4 for the 
Elements and 3 for the natural kingdoms”. 


And these 28 correspond to the number of letters in alphabetical 
order. The number of letters in the Fatiha is 224, and the number of 
these letters (spelled out) is 9341. The rest of its numbers are divided 
up to the unit and refer to it. And they are divided by the numbers of 
the Supreme Name into two parts: exoteric and esoteric. The zahir 
(exoteric) 89 times, and the batin (esoteric) 553 times, by spiritual 
interpretation (ta'wil). The number of its single letters is 342, and the 
numerical values of its single letters is 1194 plus 8 Alif; the unit thus 
circulates among them. 


” These are respectively: 1260, 840, 630, 504, 420, 360, 315, 280, 252, 
calculated from 2520 (= 360 x 7) 
MO+ID +443 =28 
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The Divided Letters 


The letters of the alphabet are 28, and their count in spelling is 12 
letters, and the count of the disjointed letters in the chapters of the 
Quran is 12 letters. Under the spelling of the letters lies the name 
"al-Azeez al-Fattah" (The Almighty, The Opener) 19 times, and in 
their disjointed letters lies the Greatest Name 66 times, with both 
names together occurring twice. If we take the disconnected letters 
from these letters, it results in 14 letters, which are the luminous 
letters and are disjointed in Surah Al-Fatiha, which are: Alif, Lam, 
Ra, Ha, Meem, (the Merciful, ) Noon, Kaf, Seen, Haa, Saad, 
Qaaf, and Taa ( bis), Their total count is 699, and from these 


luminous letters, the Beautiful Names of Allah, the Greatest Name of 
Allah, and the knowledge of cycles and secrets are extracted, 
explicitly and apparently, collectively and individually, because the 
Greatest Name of Allah can be in one letter, or it can be in one 
number, or it can be in letters, numbers, and words according to 
divine will and divine wisdom. And this is demonstrated in the letters 
as follows: 


91946254108723 145024 HE , 8 cd! 
Equaling 110 


And this is another symbol of the hidden secret that has been 
revealed, and its understanding remains buried for those who possess 
a share of the knowledge of the letters and their apparent and hidden 
numbers. Here is the representation of it: 

9195625 410872316 HE n , 8d 


Equaling 99 (G is the changed letter) 


The total count of the Beautiful Names is 112, and this constitutes the 
third aspect of this secret. Another aspect is represented by: 
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OD de SCO 


If we consider the explicit Name, which consists of 3 letters and 3 
numbers, there remains 11 letters, which represent the hidden count 
and the concealed secret: 


bGvea wd oer! 


These 11 letters represent the substance of the Greatest Name. 


The letters of the Greatest Name 


There are twenty-eight letters in our Alphabet, as I said earlier. Spelt 
out they make 72 letters; and the isolated letters at their beginning in 
the suras of the Quran are 72. In the spelling of the isolated letters, we 
find 19 times the name of the Mighty Conqueror. Their simple listing 
(unspelled) contains the Supreme Name 66 times and the two names 
together, twice. If we consider the initial multiple of these 
(twenty-eight) letters, we obtain fourteen letters, known as "luminous" 
and "isolated", which appear in the Fatiha. They are 

A LR'HYMNKS HS QT, and their numerical value is 699. The 
Beautiful Names of God are derived from his luminous letters, as is 
the Supreme Name, the science of cycles and mysteries, clearly, in the 
apparent sense as in the esoteric sense, globally or taken in isolation. 
For the Supreme Name can be contained in a single letter and in a 
single numerical value, just as it can be expressed by (several) letters, 
numbers, and words - according to the divine will and the wisdom of 
the Lord. It can be contained in letters as follows: 
ALR‘HYMNKSHSOQT This adds up to 110°! and is another clue to 


>! The letters are accompanied here by numerical correspondences, which vary 
from one version to another, without giving anywhere the announced sum of 
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the veiled secret that I am revealing in all clarity, and which is the 
prerogative of men with some knowledge of the science of letters, of 
their apparent and hidden numerical values. This is explained as 
follows: 

ALR'HYMNKSHSOQT 

Which corresponds to 99, the number of the Beautiful Names of 
God53 This secret has a third aspect: 

ALMRKHY'STSNHQ - which gives 112, Yet another aspect: 
ALR'HYMNKSHS QT, the total of which gives 72. If we now 
subtract from these (14) letters the formal expression of the Supreme 
Name, i.e. three letters and three numbers, there will remain eleven 
more letters, i.e. the hidden number and the buried secret 
ARHMNKSHS QT. 

This gives us eleven numbers, which are the essence of the Supreme 
Name 


The letters of the Supreme Name, including those that are repeated, 
number seventy-two: 


ALMALRHMALRHMMKKALMKHY'A’SQAYAKALHLAMA 
LMASTSTH ’LYALWALMRSN 


The numerical value of these letters is 2645. These are the letters and 
the numerical value of the Supreme Name; if a Prophet or an Imam so 
desires, he composes them and prays with them. 


One of the numbers of the Supreme Name is 121. Multiplied, it gives 
1331. This number can be written (on a talisman) to soothe any pain. 
Absorbed in a liquid, hung on an amulet, or both, it cures any illness. 
If you wish, you can also write letters relating to the absolute hot 
element - H T - the absolute cold-wet element - Y - the hot-wet 


110. The flaws in this text do not, however, obscure Borsi's approach to 
applying this science of letters 
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element - K - or the cold-wet element - L - as follows” . I have 
therefore ventured to produce in this treatise a glimpse of the realities 
of the esoteric sciences which will delight the pure believer and harm 
the accursed hypocrite; I have entitled it The Oriental Lights of 
Certainty concerning the reality (Yaqeen) of the Arcana (Asrar) of the 
Prince of believers. It is like a sword drawn for the unveiling of the 
secrets of 'Ali, the beloved of God and the bestower of graces, 
benevolence, and His pleasure. I have ordered this epistle in sections. 
So, I say: 

Know that the highest of the purposes of perfection and degrees of 
glory for man is knowledge (ma'rifa) through which he obtains 
eternal life and happiness. The noblest of sciences is that in which the 
most considerable of readers examined, that in which the true reality 
of being (al-wujud) and of being (al-mawjtid) is examined. 


On Absolute Existence and Limited 
Existence 


Existence is of two types: particular and general (khas wa ‘aam). The 
genus of existence relies on it. The distinction between possibility and 
necessity marks a difference between them. Absolute existence is the 
existence of the Truth, glorified be He, whose existence is His essence 
itself, His very reality. He has always been and will always be, One 
forever. The existence of everything other than Him, by Him, through 
Him, is limited existence. The essence of the Truth, glorified be He, is 


2A somewhat confused allusion to curative magic using letters. Faced with an 
illness caused by too much cold, the healer would make a talisman from warm 
letters. A table of correspondences between the letters and the elemental 
qualities is given, but there is no complete overlap with the present text: Y is 
simply cold, K dry and L wet, to degrees that are not the most intense. The last 
sentence of the paragraph is completed in B by a graphic showing the letters L 
attached together and followed by an A: this is probably to represent the number 
121 by adding letters together: L+L+L+L+A=30+30+30+30+1 
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unknown to humans, otherwise, the contingent would comprehend the 
necessary, which is impossible. 

And where is the dust and the Lord of Lords? Nothing remains but the 
knowledge of limited existence, and its reality is the point that we 
have clarified, to which the knowers aspire and the seekers tread. It is 
the eye of certainty, the truth of certainty, and it has considerations: it 
is the point, it is the initial overflow, it is the intellect, it is the first 
light, it is the cause of existents, the reality of beings, and the source 
of investigations. This is evidenced by hadith Qudsiyyat, which say: 


"I was a hidden treasure, and I desired to be known, so I created the 
creation that I might be known." 


What a wonder is He who was hidden, with nothing accompanying 
him. His saying, I was a hidden treasure,’ means within the veils of 
the unseen (sowatir al-ghayb), where there was no creation to know 
Him, indicating the unity of his essence, as Allah was alone with no 
other. His saying, ‘So I desired to be known,’ indicates the exoteric of 
his attributes. His saying, So I created the creation that I might be 
known,’ indicates the emergence of actions and the spread of 
existences, which were joined together in the desert of non-existence, 
SO we separated them. His saying, And now I am as I was,’ indicates 
that He is eternally one, not multiplied by his creation, for He is He 
(huwa al-huwa) as his sacred essence manifested (tajlat) in one of the 
attributes of divinity that praised Him, and actions exist between two 
non-existences. Existence between two non-existences is in the 
domain of non-existence, and if there is any existence, it is only Allah 
alone. Therefore, al-Hallaj said: 

“Whoever contemplates eternity and perpetuity and closes his eyes to 
what lies between them has affirmed monotheism. Whoever closes his 
eyes to eternity and perpetuity and contemplates what lies between 
them has engaged in worship. And whoever turns away from both 
extremes has grasped onto the rope of truth.” 
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On the One 


The world consists of phenomena and bodies, with bodies composed 
of line, then surface, then body. The orbit of everything is around the 
point, and its reference is to it. Similarly, speech is based on letters, 
letters on the letter alif, and the 'alif on the point. Likewise, the 
structure of humanity, for their multitude is confined to the unity of 
Adam. My proof is the words of the Exalted: 

dial 5g qui a aSili=He created you all from a single Psych 


All are from one form, one substance, as a reminder to the heedless 
and a summary for the knowledgeable. The multitude of Adam 
returns in the garden of unity to the point. Similarly, numbers, their 
reference is to the One, and their source is from Him. 


The Meaning of the One Alif 


Know that the secret of numbers in souls corresponds to the forms of 
existences. It is the element of wisdom, the principle of knowledge, 
the first elixir, the greatest chemistry, and the covenant taken. It is the 
beginning of innovation, innovated by the Lord and made it the 
foundation of His creation, the qiblah of His servants and His face. He 
unveiled its hidden secret and imparted its stored knowledge about 
what was and what will be. It is the unity of number, created from the 
light of His majesty, and it is pure creativity. It is the One who has no 
prior, nothing before Him in number, and He is the first of the 
existent. The Creator and the One, with the affirmation of the Alif Ô, 
is the Creator, as Alif precedes the letters, signifying the Oneness. In 
the One is the uniqueness, and in the One is the solitude. The One has 
no limit, nor is described with any construct, for He is the absolute 
One and the true One, from whom the singularities emanate, and He 
is the source of pairs and individuals. The knowledge of numbers is 
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the first effusion of intellect on the soul, and therefore, it becomes 
central to the strength of the soul. 


The first effusion of intellect on the soul is about the number, and the 
number is a tongue that speaks of unity because the term 'one' 
precedes 'two'. In the precedence of the One over the Two, the latter is 
delayed, thus affirming the Oneness. Hence it is said: 'Whoever 
knows the nature of number knows the perfection of wisdom.' As for 
the negation of two and three, the true One cannot be divided, for if it 
were, it would be divisible, and what is divisible is not divine. 
However, the One that transcends the indicated unity, with its 
greatness, which is the origin of all beings, is the first intellect. The 
knowledge of numbers, which indicates the knowledge of the unique 
One, is the origin of sciences and the principle of knowledge, 
surpassing all other sciences, just as intellect surpasses all beings. Just 
as all things exist in the intellect with their potential, so do all 
sciences exist in the number, with their forms corresponding to the 
forms of existences. It has the form of lines with its potential and the 
form of compounds with its action. 


Therefore, the science of numbers is a mental signpost as it leads the 
soul to the knowledge of monotheism and affirmation of the First 
Creator. It is the intellect from which premises are derived, the tree of 
certainty, the principle of law and religion. Upon it, prayers are 
established, and through it, acts of worship are recognized. It reveals 
the roles of time and is the crescent of the knowers and the beginning 
of every discourse. Its beginning corresponds to its end, and its end 
corresponds to its beginning. Its beginning is the unique One with no 
beginning, known by His description, and its end is the unique One 
with no end, described. 
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The Reality of the Nugta and the First 
Emanation 


And so are the divine names, for their source is the sacred name, 
encompassing them all, manifested in each of them. The end of letters 
is the point, and all things converge towards it, indicating it. The 
point, in turn, indicates the essence. This point is the first emanation 
from the Sublime One, known in the horizon of majesty and beauty 
through active intellect. This is the presence of Muhammad. The point 
is the light of lights, the secret of secrets, as the philosophers say: the 
point is the origin, the body 1s its veil, the form is the body's veil, and 
the veil is other than the corporeal human nature. Evidence from the 
explicit verses is His saying: 


Gd is the light of the Heavens {S1 sLaud! 53 abi} 


Its meaning 1s “illuminating the heavens,” so Allah is a name for the 
essence, and light is a quality of the essence. The Mthammadan 
Presence is a divine attribute and His essence's perfection, His 
attribute in the world of light, and His perfection in the world of 
manifestation. It is the first light, the unique and illuminating name. 
And as the Enlightened and Praised one said (ie Mthammad ): 

“The first thing Allah created was my light, ” and 

“I am from Allah, and everything was from me.” 


And according to what Ahmad ibn Hanbal narrated: 
“I was a light, and Ali was a light before the creation of His Throne 


by fourteen thousand years. 


3 Qur’an 24:35 
4 Pada' il al-Sahaba, Vol 6 
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So Muhammad and Ali are the veil of the divine presence (hijab 

al-ha ra al-ilahiya), its representatives, and the treasury of the secrets 
of lordship and its gateway. As for the veil, it is because they are the 
greatest name of Allah and the word through which the Lord 
manifested (tajalla) Himself to all the worlds, for through the word, 
the Creator manifests to the minds, and through it, He veiled Himself 
from the eyes. Glory be to the One who manifested to His creation 
through His creation until they recognized Him, and He indicated His 
attributes through His actions until they worshipped Him. As for the 
guardianship, it is because they are the tongue of Allah in His 
creation, His word spoken through them, and His will manifested 


through them. 


Thus, they are the intimate ones of Allah and His chosen ones. As for 
the gate, it is because they are the gates of the divine city in which its 
Creator entrusted the inscriptions of the creatures and the secrets of 
truths. They are like the Kaaba of majesty around which all creatures 
circumambulate, the point of perfection to which all existences 
converge, and the sacred house toward which all beings direct 
themselves. They are the primary sanctuary established for mankind, 
so they are the gate, the veil, the deputies, and the origin of the Book. 
They represent the division of discourse, and on them rests the Day of 
Return and Reckoning. They are the divinity of the veil, the deputies 
of sovereignty, the gates of the realm of angels, and the face of the 
Living who never dies (wajh al-hayy al-lazee la yamut). 


And the Exalted said: “God is the Light of the Heavens and the 
Earth.” Quran 24:35 


If you say: “The light of the heavens and the earth” means 

illuminating the heavens and the earth, and guiding the people of the 
heavens and the earth, then I say: Yes, they are the guides and callers 
to God Almighty, and the shining light from the presence of eternity 
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and never-ending, and the name of the Opener who brought forth 
existence with His light from non-existence. With them, existence 
began, and with them came guidance, and with them it ended. They 
are the refuge on the Day of Judgment when people stumble, they are 
the lamps in darkness and the keys to blessings. 


When we contemplate existence, it ultimately leads to the singular 
point, which is the attribute of the divine essence and the cause of 
existence. It has various names, such as “the intellect,” (Jil) as 
mentioned in the saying of the Prophet Mihammad , peace be upon 
him and his family: 


“The first thing Allah created was the intellect.” 


It is also referred to as “the Mihammadan presence,” as indicated by 
his saying: “The first thing Allah created was my light.” Since it is the 
first of all existents, emanating directly from Allah without 
intermediary, it is called the “First Intellect.” (JY! Jie!) As it provides 
the power of understanding to all things, it is named the “Active 
Intellect.” And because all things find their realisation through it, it is 
known as the “Universal Intellect.” Clearly, the Mūhammádan 
presence is the point of light, the origin of manifestation, the reality of 
beings, the principle of existence, and the axis of circles. Its outward 
aspect reflects the attributes of Allah, while its inward aspect conceals 
the secrets of Allah. It embodies the manifest form of the Greatest 
Name and encompasses the forms of all worlds. Its orbit includes both 
disbelief and submission. The soul of the Prophet Mtihammad is a 
manifestation of the divine unity in the realm of divinity, while his 
body embodies the meanings of sovereignty and dominion. His heart 
is the repository of the ever-living, and this is because Allah spoke in 
the beginning with a word that became light, and then He spoke with 
a word that became spirit, and that Light entered it And He made it a 
veil, for it is His Word, His Light, His Spirit, and His Veil. Its flow in 
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the world is like the flow of the point in letters and bodies, the flow of 
the One in numbers, and the flow of the Alif in speech, and the flow 
of the Sacred Name in names. It is the principle of all and the reality 
of all, for everything speaks with the tongue of circumstance and 
discourse. It bears witness to Allah's primordial Oneness, and to 
Muhammad and “Ali's lordship and sovereignty. Evidence for this is 
in his saying, peace be upon him and his family: 


“Ali and I are the fathers of this community.” 


If they are the fathers of this community, it implies that they are the 
fathers of all communities, indicating the particular through the 
general, and the superior through the inferior without reversal. 


“Were it not for you, I would not have created the spheres (H, 


— indicating that the emergence of actions is from attributes, and the 
emergence of attributes is from the essence, and the attribute that is 
the leader of attributes in the manifestation of existences is the 
Muhammadan Presence. It is the essence of existence and the honour 
of the existent, it is the single point that is the attribute of the One and 
the Beautiful, emanating from the Majesty and the Light originated 
from the clouds of greatness, radiating from the fountain of the 
sanctity of mercy. It is the Throne of Light, the Inscribed Book, the 
Preserved Tablet (al-lawh al-mahfudh), the Beginning of 
Manifestation, and the Seal of Days and Ages. 
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This is supported by what has been narrated from Amir al-Mu'minin, 
peace be upon him, that he was asked: 


“Have you ever seen a man in this world?” 

He replied: 

“Yes, I have seen a man, and I am still asking about him.’ 
So I asked him 

“Who are you?” He said, 

“I am clay.” I said, 

“From where? ” He said, 
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“From clay.” I said, “To where?” 

He said, “To clay.” I said, 

“Who am I?” He said, “Father of clay (Abu Turab). ” 

I said, “J am you. He said, 

“Far be it from you, far be it from you. This is from religion to 
religion. I am I, and I am I. I am the Essence of essences, and the 
Essence is in the essences of essences.” 

Then he said, “You have understood.” I said, 

Jes. He said, “Then hold firm.“ 


So, in the interpretation of this noble symbol, it points to the discourse 
between the world of divinity and the world of humanity. It is the 
spirit for the body to clarify to people the difference between the 
sanctity of his structure and the secret of his soul. Him saying, “J saw 
aman, and I am still asking about him, is because the spirit has 
always had an attachment to the body and looks at it because it is the 
abode of its exile, the dwelling of its distress, the vehicle of its 
journey, and the bed of its attainment. 


Furthermore, the knower must always understand the difference 


between the station of clay and the secret of the Lord of lords because 
if he knows himself, he knows his Lord (425 =e 448i Ce ) For if 
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he knows himself as contingent and needy, And the saying, “Who am 
I?” indicates that the body acknowledged knowledge, contingency, 
possibility, death, and returning to its element and substance, as well 
as its dissolution and decomposition after its composition. 


Him saying, “You are the father of clay,” implies two meanings: 
specific and general. The first meaning is that the intended meaning 
of “father” is the nurturer and guide, and the spirit values this body 
and nurtures it. The second is that “father of clay” refers to water, 
meaning “you are the origin of things, their principle, reality, and 
meaning. Because from the great word, all existences emerged, and 
it is the secret of all beings. 


Id ID 


And him saying, “So I said to him, “I am you, means “I am like 
you, mortal and composed.” So he replied, “Far be it from you, far be 


it from you, I am me, and Iam me, ” meaning “son of dust and light.” 


Him saying, “I am the essence of essences, and the essence in 
essences is for the essence, indicates the manifestation of the hidden 
secret and the word related to both ends of “Be, and it is.” This is 
because it is the greatest name of God and the reality of every being, 
and it is the essence of every existing being, for it is His secret, His 
word, His command, and His authority over all things. This is a 
matter that God has endowed upon it because He is He. Indeed, it is 
the Word of God, His sign, and His secret. 


By solving this ambiguity, the Ghulu of the exaggerators and the 
deniers became apparent, as did the path of the followers and the 
loyalists, and the attainment of the lofty knower. For Ali is the secret 
of God in everything and His authority over everything, because the 
Lord, glorified be He, has surrendered what He has produced by His 
will, created by His power and His will, to His authority and His 
word. He has surrendered what has emanated from Him to Him 
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because the Master is the Guardian, and His station in creation is the 
station of the Most High Lord. This is indicated by Him saying: 
“There is no difference between them and you, except that they are 


Your servants and Your creation. 


And His saying in the supplication, “J have come to You with You,” 
means “I have come to You with Your attributes to Your essence, and 
with Your justice to Your forgiveness.” 


And His saying to him, “So he said, “I have understood,” ” and I 
said, “Yes,” and he said, “So hold on,” is an indication that when a 
person recognizes that Ali is the hidden secret, it is incumbent upon 
him to grasp the acceptance of minds regarding this realisation. 


The Godly Attributes 


This is because the Godly attributes are seven: 
the Living, (who is the Imam of Imams), the All-Knowing, the 
Willing, the Capable, the Speaker, the Generous, and the Just. 
hial g tl gal g alSiall ee ay pall g cartels (pall 
And for these names, there are manifestations. The manifestation of 
the pillar of life is Israfil, the manifestation of the pillar of knowledge 
is Gabriel, the manifestation of the pillar of will is Michael, and the 
manifestation of the pillar of power is Azrael. These principles have 
seven planetary manifestations called the Seven Nerat , and 
each planet serves a name from these names. So, the manifestation of 
the appearance of life is the sun, the manifestation of the appearance 
of knowledge is Jupiter, the manifestation of the appearance of power 


°° Te the Perfect Man, al-Insan al-Kamil, who has abolished himself in the flesh 
and united with God, embodying Gods attributes. Another meaning is that, 
al-Rab al-Ali, ie the High Lord, is the Prince of the Faithful, and that he is the 
one who the creations have no difference with, only that they are his slaves and 
his creations. 
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is Mars, the manifestation of the appearance of will is Venus, the 
manifestation of the appearance of speech is the moon, the 
manifestation of the appearance of justice is Mercury, and the 
manifestation of the appearance of generosity is Saturn. These names 
are influential in the worlds beneath them, but through these 
manifestations, as required by the eternal wisdom of arranging causes 
over causations, and this is said in the Noble book: 


La ai plau US od 0 Assigning to Each its Mandate 41:12 


The Prophets are the Exoteric of the 
Names of God 


And likewise, the prophets are manifestations of the names of Allah. 
Those among them who manifest a comprehensive name have a 
comprehensive law. All names return to the comprehensive name, 
which is Allah. All messengers and prophets are attributed to these 
seven names: Adam, Idris, Ibrahim, Yusuf, Musa, Harun, and Eisa, 
peace be upon them. All of them ultimately refer back to the one 
comprehensive name, which is Mūhammád, the Praised one, peace be 
upon him and his family, who is the manifestation of the speaking 
name (al-ism al-natiq). He holds a complete influence from the 
Creator, and his domain is like that of the moon, the abode of honour, 
wherein reside the comprehensive words. 


Idris is the manifestation of the Living name, and his domain is the 


sun, the source of animal and plant life, granting knowledge of the 
secrets of minerals and plants. 


44 


Ibrahim is the manifestation of the Generous name, and in him, there 
is a complete influence from the Divine. His domain is Saturn, and he 
was the first to feed the guest. 


Yusuf is the manifestation of the name “the Willing,” and the 
beautiful in him has a great effect. His domain is Venus. 


Musa is the manifestation of the name “the Powerful,” and the mighty 
has a significant impact in him. His domain is the planet Mars. 


Harun is the manifestation of the name “the Knowledgeable,” “the 
Commanding,” and “the Forbidding,’ and the Wise has an effect in 
him. His domain is the planet Jupiter. 


Eisa is the manifestation of the name “the Just,” and the Wise has an 
effect in him. Therefore, he healed the blind and the lepers, and raised 
the dead. His domain is the planet Mercury. 


Muhammad, peace be upon him and his family, encompasses all these 
celestial spheres, names, and numbers. He is the manifestation of the 
all-encompassing name, and his domain is as close as a bow's length 
or even closer. He is the gatherer of secrets, the manifestation of 
lights, and the gatherer of all words. He is the entirety of beauty and 
the essence of the cosmos. In Particular, he is the most Merciful 
(al-rauf al-raheem). It is said that the number of letters in the name 
Muhammad is 132, as it includes the letter “M?” (e) with a 2nd M. His 
name is al-Amin, derived from “security” (Hh. The numerical value 
of his name, according to Arabic numerology, is 92, indicating his 
dominion (<1) and protection (Oh. 
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Arcana of the Letters of the Prophet 


Among the secrets of his noble name and its numerical value (132) is 
that it points to His exalted name “al-Malik” (the Sovereign). This 
noble number corresponds to two majestic names: “Hayy” (Life) and 
“Ad” (Justice). If this number is divided into five parts, it is divisible 
by five: half is 26, a quarter is 33, a third is 44, a sixth is 11, which is 
the number of the greatest hidden name. Any number above it is 
derived from it and refers back to it. The total sum of these numbers is 
166, which exceeds the original by 44. This increase corresponds to 
the divine name “al-Ahad” (the (supreme) One), indicating that he is 
the One and Only, praised and praised, trustworthy and secure, the 
master and lord, the noble Prophet, the compassionate and merciful, 
the beloved and noble, the near and responsive, the bearer of glad 
tidings and warner, the illuminating lamp, the mighty and 
knowledgeable, the truthful and trustworthy, Taha and Yasin, the First 
and the Last, the Manifest and the Hidden, the Creator and the 
Liberating, the Initiator and the Concluder, the All-Knowing and the 
Ruling, the Intercessor and the Merciful, the Protecting Fortress, the 
Witness and the Divider, the Supported and the Victorious, Abu 
al-Qasim. Thus, as it is said: 


“From Your generosity, the world and its troubles, and from Your 
knowledge, the knowledge of the Tablet and the Pen. He is the clear 
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guide. 


As for the secrets of its letters, the first is e, which is a fiery, silent, 
celestial letter among the letters of the circle, and it has two worlds 
because it is (e & e), where the first “e” represents the dominion and 
the last ' represents the realm of sovereignty. Its numerical value is 
40, and this number signifies the opening of every closure. Therefore, 


it begins with its name “al-Jawad” (The Generous) and “al-Wujud” 
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(Existence). When its letters are separated, they total 50, and when its 
numerical value 40 is added to them, they become 90. These are the 
truths of the letter “e”, evident in divine names such as “al-Malik” 
(The Sovereign), ‘al-Malakut’ (The Kingdom of Angels), and others. 
The second of the letters is z, a watery, luminous, celestial letter, and 
the position ofz is the throne, being the eighth due to its eightfold 
nature, among the bearers of the throne. 

The Third/fourth of its letters is „ which is a dark, watery letter, and it 
embodies the concept of continuity. From it emerged the name 
“ad-Da'im” (The Everlasting), signifying the perpetuity of sovereignty 
and light. 2 is the Dijlah (the Tigris), representing the rightful claim 
the House of Mihammad (Ahl al-Bayt) have on the lands of the two 
rivers (bilad al-rafidayn). It is in that land that Karb and La’ were 
found. 


Esoteric of the Divine Names 


Know that each divine name has an inner form in the world called the 
“iconographic image,” and for each name among the divine names, 
there is a Lord who is worshipped. The Mihammadan reality is the 
form of the comprehensive divine name from which the continuity of 
all things emanates. This reality nurtures the forms of the world with 
the evident Lord within them, who is the Lord of lords because it is 
the manifestation within those manifestations. Through its manifested 
form, which is the manifestation of the Greatest Name corresponding 
to the forms of the world, the world is nurtured, and through its 
essence, the essence of the world is nurtured because it 1s the 
possessor of the Greatest Name and the absolute Lordship. 


Through this complete unveiling, understand who the spirit of the 
world is and from whom life is derived. Thus, it is said, and indeed it 
is true: ¶ have been favoured with the opening of the Book, the 
endings of the Bagarah, and I have been given the comprehensive 
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words. ” This is sourced from His saying: “Praise be to Allah, the 
Lord of all the Eons.” (Alhamdulillahi Rab al-’ Alamin). This is the 
assembly of souls, bodies, and worlds. Know from this evident 
unveiling that he is the spirit of the world because the manifest spirit 
pervades the forms like sunlight in the body of the air. Mühammäd, 
peace be upon him and his family, is the secret of existence, both 
manifest and hidden. Glorified is the one who has indicated His 
essence by His manifestation in His attributes. 


The Emergence of Letters from Alif 


Know that speech reaches to letters, and letters to the point, which is 
the lost Alif, from which 28 letters arise, as mentioned before. It is the 
divine form established by the essence of God, consisting of two 
parts: majesty and beauty. The letters of majesty are one group, the 
fiery letters, while the letters of beauty are divided into three groups. 
There is not a single letter in the alphabet that does not emanate from 
Alif, bearing witness to the existence of the One Lord worthy of 
worship. It encompasses everything, and He is encompassing of all 
things, as it has been said: 


“In everything there is a sign 
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indicating that He is One. 
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The Meaning of the four letters of the 
Our’an 


From the secrets of the letters, names are composed, and each word 
has an outward and inward aspect. The outward aspect is for the 
adherents of convention, while the inward aspect is for the people of 
realisation and abstraction. The outward aspect is like the body and its 
shells, while the inward aspect is like the soul of the body and its 
core. People are divided into four categories: those who have a share 
of both the outward and inward, who are firmly grounded in 
knowledge; those who have no share in either, such as the 
disbelievers; those who lack the outward but not the inward, like 
those veiled in darkness associated with Nubuwwa but not imamate; 
and those who lack the inward but not the outward, like the sane 
among the insane. 


Ibn Abbas narrated (a tradition) regarding the verse 

“And We have explained everything in detail”*°, saying its meaning 
is: “We have explained it in detail, clarifying it through numerical 
calculation, for those who understand. This is the knowledge that 
Allah (Exalted is He) disclosed to His Prophet on the night of the 
Ascension (Isra wa’|-Mi’raj) and placed with the Commander of the 
Faithful, Ali, peace be upon him, until the end of time. It consists of 
eight words and twenty-eight letters, each of which contains the name 
of Muhammad and ‘Ali, both outwardly and inwardly, revealing it to 
those who have insight into the secrets of the science of letters and 
their numbers. 


By means of these letters, the Quran was revealed, serving as the 
interpreter of the essence of the Lord, glorified be He. The Quran has 
both an exoteric and esoteric, and its meanings are categorised into 


°° Quran 17:12 
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four divisions, represented by four letters that form the basis of all 
speech: “s J J P”, The letter “=Ñ and “aU!” in it function as the 
definite article. When placed before things, they identify them as 
belonging to Him. If the “Y” is removed, what remains is “4” 
(belonging to Allah). Allah owns everything. If the “>U” is taken, 
what remains is A (a deity), and He is the deity of everything. If 
both the “IY!” and “>U” are removed, what remains is we (He), and 
He alone is He, without a partner. The knowledgeable testify by the 
„AN, contemplate with the , and pray through the A. 


The letter “CY!” in this name points to the identity that precedes 
everything and has nothing before or after it. It holds the spirit, while 
the “>U” serves as the mediator, and it is a sign that creation is from 
Him, by Him, to Him, and about Him, and He possesses intellect. He 
is the First and the Last because the letter Alif is one form in writing 
and pronunciation. The number is either even or odd, necessarily; 
there are three of them, and in multiplication, they are nine, the 
hidden number. The three represent the substance of all numbers and 
their subjects. The nine is the pivotal number, as mentioned when 
divided by odd and even; in it lies the combination of pairs and 
singles, represented by the letter Ta (4). It is the letter of completion. 
When returned to nine, the even pair reveals the hidden name and the 
secret of the self (554554), from which all existences emerge. The 
hidden Ha appears, with its origin in the letter Waw (s). When 
multiplied by eleven, and it being five, the number is fifty-five, 
revealing the name of the Almighty, “=u æ e” (Majeeb). Since the 
root of Ha is Waw, with its six directions, when multiplied by eleven, 
the number becomes sixty-six, which is the sacred name of Allah, the 
Name of the Essence and the Attribute of Attributes, the subject of all 
names. When multiplied by sixty-six, it becomes three hundred and 
ninety-six, and when multiplied by eleven, it becomes seven hundred 
and twenty-six. If multiplied by sixty-six, it becomes three hundred 
and thirty-six. The origin of the secrets lies in the concealed Ha, the 
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stabiliser of letters, the fifth active element, and the Ha, the essence of 
every existence and the reality of all witnesses. When the trigger of 
the Ha is struck with the Alif, the Ta emerges. If the Ha is multiplied 
by itself, the number is twenty-five, as it only reveals itself because 
twenty-five is five sets of five. If twenty-five is multiplied by itself, 
the number becomes six hundred and twenty-five. The Ha is among 
the letters of Mars. Whoever knows how to pronounce it destroys 
their enemy, but this knowledge is entrusted to hearts, not to pages. Its 
pronunciation symbolically is “Hayabel” (x4) or “Hu Ya Hu Ya 
Mudhill Ya Muntaqim Ya Fa’al Anta Hu”. (Jå e L Jae ly gt by gt 
gh cil) 


The Honour of the Word > and its 
significance 


Know that a name is either derived, informative, or indicative. A 
completely derived name does not prevent association of partners 
with it, while an informative name stands in place of the indicative 
one; it is a branch derived from it. Indication is the original, and the 
original is greater than the branch. So, when you say, “ (He), it 
means: 

1. That al-Haqq, the Truth, exalted be He, is a singular entity that 
cannot be attributed with additional attributes, otherwise His 
uniqueness would disappear. Describing Him with His own 
essence is impossible, so all derived names fall short of 
conveying His sacred essence. As for the Word Huwa, it It 
indicates His specific essence, distinct from all aspects of 
multiplicity, reaching the essence of eternity, making it the most 
noble of all names. 

2. Derived attributes only serve as indicators of qualities, and 
qualities are only known through their addition to created 
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beings. However, the word “58” (He) indicates the essence as it 
is, cutting off ties with creation. 

3. Derived names indicate attributes, while the word “s” (He) 
directly refers to the described, which is superior to the attribute 
itself, as the essence of the Creator is not perfected by attributes 
but rather requires attributes of perfection. Thus, ' (He) leads 
to the source of glory. 

4. The word “s” (He) consists of two letters ( and s), with the 
letter & being the origin of s. It represents a single letter 
indicating the One, the True. 

5. The letter is the first of the articulations, and ; is the last, 
signifying the First and the Last. 4 represents the esoteric of 
articulations and the esoteric of things, while sis the exoteric of 
articulations, signifying the First and the Last, the esoteric and 
the exoteric. 

6. That this letter designated to define the essence of the Truth is 
not known in its reality, and the essence of the Truth is more 
deserving of being transcendent beyond description. Hence, 
from Him to you is His saying “s” (He), and from you to Him 
is your saying “s” (He). 


Ranks of the Letters of Majesty 


The letters of majesty have four ranks: 

1. The Essence (alzat), Gabriel and Abraham 

2. The Intellect (alaql), Michael and Moses 

3. The Psych (alnafs), Israfil and Jesus 

4. And the Spirit (alroh), Azrael and Mihammad, 
These ranks are completed by four truths: 

1. Command, 

2. Prohibition, 

3. Promise, 

4. And Threat. 
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They are manifested in four scriptures: the Mushaf, the Torah, the 
Psalms, and the Criterion (ie Quran). The Mushaf represents the 
heart, symbolised by the first letter . The Torah symbolises the 
intellect, represented by the first . The Gospel represents the 
spirit, also symbolised by “U”. The Criterion represents the soul and 
the essence of truth in the visible and invisible worlds, symbolised by 
the letter . 


The Baa’ as the Manifestation of Existence 
and the Point as a Distinction for the 


Worshiper and the Worshipped 


Know that the initial overflow from the presence of uniqueness is the 
single point. From it emerged the Alif of the unseen (the heart “J C 
and extended until it became a line, composed of three points: one, 
one, and one. The single point represents knowledge, intellect, and the 
spirit of holiness. Its letter is the Aleph, and all existence begins with 
it and ends with it. The single point is the spirit of God and is blown 
into by My spirit. Its letter is the Baa, representing the veil and 
manifesting the single point and its embodiment. It holds the apparent 
judgement, while its reality is Nubuwwa. All existences emerged 
from it, and its essence is the single point. 


He (peace be upon him) said: 


“Through the Baa, existence manifests, and through the point, the 
worshipper is distinguished from the worshipped. ” 

And the wise one (waqaal hakeem) said: 

“Through the Baa, the knowers recognized Him, and there is nothing 
except that the Baa is written upon it.” So, when you say “Allah,” 
you have pronounced all names. And when you write the Aleph, you 
have written all letters. When you utter “the One,” (al-Wahid) you 
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have encompassed all numbers. And when you mention “the Point,” 
(al- Nuqta) you have delimited all worlds. When you speak of “the 
light,” (al-Nur) you have assured existence from non-existence. And 
when you say “the light of lights,” (nur alanwar) you have uttered the 
greatest name, for those who know and understand. For there is no 
difference to the deaf from a sweet melody, nor is there any 
distinction to the blind between night when it darkens and dawn when 
it brightens. And the knower has said this: 


“The Alif of the letters is all the letters,” 

And the Faa is a circle encompassing them all, as it revolves around. 
And another has said: 

“O Lord, by the Alif that does not lean, 

And by the point, which is the secret of all letters, 

And by its Qaaf, the encircling mountain, and its Saad, 

The sea that, with its appearance, never disappears. 

I have adhered to Your guidance and completed Your light, 

O You by whom I have become self-sufficient.” 


The third, the single point, is the essence of command, and from it 
emanates the light of existence in the world of forms. It signifies the 
manifestation of actions because the One True Being, exalted be He, 
manifests things without being contained within them; otherwise, He 
would be limited. He is not a part of them; otherwise, He would be 
countable. Yet, He reveals Himself in them with the light of His 
beauty, transcending them with the perfection of His majesty, 
affirming His greatness over them, sustaining them, and overseeing 
them, for the One True Being, exalted be He, cannot be divided to be 
counted, and He does not multiply to become limited; thus, His unity 
is essential to Him. 
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The Meaning of al Wahid and al-Ahad 


The term “al-Ahad” denotes the essence with the negation of multiple 
attributes, “‘al-Wahid” signifies the essence with the affirmation of 
multiple attributes, and “al-Wahdaniyyah” is the attribute of the One, 
while “al-Wahid” is the attribute of the Alone. The Almighty is 
prayed upon by the Unique, the Unique is the secret of the Oneness of 
the Unique, the attribute of the Unique is the light of the Unique, the 
manifest aspect of the Unique is the origin of unity, and the hidden 
aspect of the Unique is the unity. The meaning of the Unique exceeds 
the reality of the One, and it is the essence of existence. The Unique is 
the One of Majesty, the One is the active intellect. Glory to the One in 
His uniqueness, which has no limit. Glory to the Absolute One in His 
unity, which 1s beyond count. Sanctity to the Eternal in His eternal 
existence, which has no beginning or end. Glory to the True God in 
His divinity, all of which is owned, and He is the Master of the Slave. 
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The First Creation was the light of 
Muhammad & Ali 


God is He, the Supreme One, and all emanate from his number, One, 
and that is the outer of the line of the Nuqta”, and the surface (of the 
world) is on the line of the nuqta, and the flesh is with them” , and the 
letters are on the Nuqta, and all words are from the letters, and the 
meanings come from the words, yet all emanate from One, from Him 
is the beginning and to Him is the return, all things begin from Him 
and all things return back to Him, for the One Nuqta is the apparent 
reality, and the principle of all being and the Qutb” of circles, and the 
world of the hidden and testification. 


For its exoteric is Nubuwwa, and its esoteric is Walayah, and they are 
the one divine light in the exoteric and esoteric but the Walayah 
comes from Nubuwwa. This represents the relationship between 
them”. They are one, for they are meant for eachother, but they have 
been split into two names for our understanding, as Prophet and as 
Wali. Their perfection is embodied in one of them, the perfection of 
the Wali is from the Prophet, like how the moon comes from the sun, 
working together. When they are together, it becomes a full moon, 
and when the sun sets, the moon arises! 


The Nuqta is one of the most important pieces of Islamic Esoteric Sciences, 
represents the perfect (Wahid al-ahad) number (sifr), and within theological 
doctrines, such as Wahdat al-Wujud, or Absolute Divine Simplicity, it represents 
Monad; God, the Perfect, Absolute, the circle being devoid of any lines and 
angles, as it is a representation of the United God 

°8 The Prophet Mihammad and Ali ibn Abi Talib 

°° Qutb means “Pole” or “Line”, though in this case it means the primary line of 
Circles (which have no lines ie eternal) 

© Ali and Mihammad; Walayah and Nubuwwa. The dualistic tendencies 
between them are not found within the texts of the Ghulat, more so Mystical 
Twelver literature and hadith corpus. 
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The Noble Messenger of God, Mihammad, upon him and his progeny 
peace and praises said: 

“Oh Umar ibn al-Khattab, do you know who I am? I am the first 
creation of Allah, and He used my light to create everything, and (I) 
remained in prostration for 700 years“, and the first thing my light 
did was prostrate to Him, and I had no pride within me. 

Oh Umar, do you know who I am? God created the throne from my 
light, the chair from my light, the tablet and the pen from my light and 
the sun and moon from my light, and the light of vision from my light, 
and the Aql (intelligence) of the beings is from my light, and the light 
of Gnosis within the hearts of the believers is from my light, and no 
pride (is within me). 


And within another hadith: 
“I was the first of the Prophets (people) to be created and the final 
one to be resurrected. ”® 


And said the Prince of the Faithful, Ali ibn Abi Talib: 

“I was the wali when Adam was between water and mud.” 
This is said by the Exalted Lord: 

“(I) created the world in two days” 


And the meaning of this given to us by the noble Prophet (Upon him 
and his progeny peace and prayers): 

“The first creation Allah made was my light, then he made Ali from 
my light, so we remained in the light until we reached the great veil in 
eighty thousand years, then He created creation itself from our light, 
for we are the creations, the makings of Allah. 


ohe number 7; its symbolism in Islamic Esoteric circles is very prominent, 
due to the seven heavens, seven Imams, etc. 

2 Sharh al-Shama’il al- Muhamadiyya, vol 1 page 49, Lawami’ anwar 
al-Kowkab al-Durri, vol 1 page 13 

&Al-Tabaqat Al-Kubra, vol 1 pg 119, Al-Firdaws Bi Ma’thur Al-Khattab, vol 3 
pg 282 

Jami’ al-Asrar, dated 382-460 AH, by Sayyid Haider al Amuli 
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Then He made the light of my dear Hasan, and from him He created 
the sun and moon, and the lights of the sun and moon are from my 
dear Hasan, and the light of Hasan is from Allah, and my dear Hasan 
is greater than the sun and moon. 


Then He made the light of my dear Husayn, and He created from it 
Jannah and the Hoor al-Ayn, for Jannah and the Hoor al-Ayn are 
from my dear Husayn, and the light from my dear Husayn is from the 
light of God, and my dear Husayn is greater than both those 

things. ”® 

So he (Upon him peace and prayers) continued: 


“So Allah spoke a word and created from it a spirit... 
Then the west and east bloomed with light, and in it, was Fatimah. S 


And the Imam Ali (Upon him Peace) said: 


“I am a slave of God, and the brother of His messenger, and his best 
friend. First, I believed in him while Adam was between the flesh and 
soul, for I am truly his first friend, for we were the first and the last 


ones. 


And Abu Ja’far® said: 


“Oh Jabir, God was God without nothing, not known, not unknown. 
The first thing he created was Mūhammád(Upon him peace and 
prayers), and He created the Ahl al-Bayt from his great light, so He 
made green canopies stand before him, where there was no names, no 
land, no places, no night, no day, no sun and no moon. ”® 


°° Bihar al-Anwar, Vol 15 pg 10-11 

°° al-Anwar al-Nu’maniyya. Vol 1, pg 17-18 

°7 Bihar al-Anwar, Vol 15, page 15-19 

° Imam al-Baqir, the 5th Shi'i Imam 

© Bihar al-Anwar, Vol 15, pg 23-41, Umm al-Kitab, d. 7-8th century 
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And the Imam Ja’ far al-Sadiq (Upon him Peace) said: 


“God Was, when there was no Was. So he created what Was, and the 
places, then He created the light of lights from which the lights were 
illuminated, and He put His own light in the light, and that light is the 
illuminated light, 


And the Prince of the Faithful (Upon him Peace) said: 


“God was with nothing with him, and the first He created the light of 
his beloved Mihammad, before even creating water, the throne, the 
chair, the heavens, the earth, the tablet, the pen, the heaven, the fire, 
the angels and Adam.“ 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) said: 


“The first thing Allah created was my light, which He innovated from 
His own light and derived from the majesty of His greatness. Then he 
circumambulated with power until he reached the peak of His 
greatness in eighty thousand years. Then he prostrated to Allah in 
reverence, and from Him emerged the light of Ali. My light 
encompassed His greatness, and the light of Ali encompassed His 
power. Then He created the Throne, the Tablet, The sun, the moon, the 
stars, the light of day, the light of vision, intellect and knowledge, the 
eyes and hearts of the servants, all from My light and the light derived 
from My light. We are the first and the lust, the forerunners and the 
intercessors. We are the Word of God and His chosen ones, the 
beloved of God, His countenance, His trustees, the repository and 
guardian of His revelation, the secrets of His unseen, the sources of 
wisdom, the keys To mercy. We are the honour of the community, the 
masters of the Imams, the guides and callers, the protectors, and our 
love is the path of salvation, the spring of life. We are the way and the 
means, the straight path, the bridge to God's pleasure. We have 
infallibility, caliphate, and guidance. Among us are Nubuwwa, 


0 Bihar al-Anwar 
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imamate, and guardianship. We are the source of wisdom and the gate 
of mercy. We are the embodiment of piety, the highest example, the 
greatest proof, the firmest bond, whoever holds onto us will be saved, 


and glad tidings will be fulfilled.” 
Narrated by Mihammad bin Sinan, from Ibn Abbas, who said: 


“We were with the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his 
family) when Ali ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him) approached. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) said to him, 'Welcome to the one whom 
Allah created before his father Adam by forty thousand years.' We 
asked, 'O Messenger of Allah, was the son created before the father?' 
He replied, 'Yes, indeed. Allah created me and Ali from the same light 
before creating Adam by this duration. Then He divided it into two 
halves. Then He created things from my light and Ali's light. Then He 
placed us to the right of the Throne, and we glorified. The angels 
glorified. We exclaimed, and they exclaimed. We magnified, and they 
magnified. So, whoever glorifies and magnifies Allah, that is from my 
teaching and the teaching Ali. 


And among that which was narrated is what Mthammad bin Ali bin 
Babawayh reported in a raised chain to Abdullah bin al-Mubarak, 
from Sufyan ath-Thawri, from Jafar bin Mūhammád, from his father, 
from his grandfather, the Prince of the Bees (peace be upon them), 
that he said: 


“Indeed, Allah created the light of Muhammad before the creation of 
all creatures by four hundred and twenty-four thousand years. He 
created twelve veils from it.” 


The meaning of the veils are the Imams, who are the manifestation of 
the Word with which Allah spoke (Kun ie Be!), and from which all 
speech originated. They are the embodiment of blessings from which 
all blessings flowed, and the community that emerged from them, 
from which all communities emerged. Their tongue expresses it, and 
their hand extends with grace and generosity. They stand firm over 
their servants with justice and wisdom. 
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Abu Hamza al-Thumali narrated: 

“I entered upon Abu Ja'far (Imam Baqir), peace be upon him, and 
Hababah al-Walibiyyah said to him: 'Inform me, what were you 
before creation?' He said: 'We were light before Allah's creation. 
When creation was formed, we glorified, and they glorified; we 
exalted, and they exalted.” 

This corresponds to the saying of Allah, the Most High: 

Some of us submit to Him and others go the wrong way: those who 
submit to God have found wise guidance 

The meaning of this is: If they adhere to the love of Ali, we will place 
them under his banner at the Euphrates River, which refers to the love 
of Ali (to test them) therein. “And whoever turns away from the 
remembrance of his Lord” (72:14) means turning away from the 
remembrance of Ali, peace be upon him. 

This can be interpreted in different ways: 


1. “the Lord” (al-Rab) here refers to the master (Mawla), and Ali 
is the master (Mawla), meaning whoever turns away from the 
mention of his master (Mawla). 

2. That the Dhikr of Ali is in the Quran. 

3. that the dhikr of the master (Mawla) is the dhikr of the Most 
High Lord. The evidence for that is what Ibn Abbas narrated 
from the Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) that he 
used to write to the Shia of Ali (peace be upon him), to the 
chosen ones in seclusion, the selected ones in the religion, the 
hasteners in obedience, the insightful ones in the night, “Peace 
be upon you, a greeting from us to you, then after that. The Book 
has called me to you so that you may perceive from blindness 
and enter the door of guidance. So, proceed on the path of 
safety, for it is the congregations of nobility. When a servant 
enters his grave, two angels come to him and ask him about his 
Lord, his Prophet, and his master (Wali). If he answers, he 
succeeds, but if he denies, he fails.” 

Muhammad ibn Sinan reported: I was with Abu Ja'far al-Thani (Imam 
Muhammad al-Jawad), peace be upon him, and I mentioned the 
disagreement among the Shia. He said: “Verily, Allah has always been 
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singular in His Oneness, then He created Mihammad, Ali, and 
Fatimah. They remained for a thousand thousand eras, then He 
created the things and witnessed their creation. He made them 
obedient to Him, and He placed in them whatever He willed, and He 
delegated the affairs of things to them, from us and upon them. So, 
they make lawful what they wish, and they prohibit what they wish, 
and they do not do except what Allah wills. This is the religion. 
Whoever precedes it drowns, and whoever falls behind it is lost. Take 
it, O Muhammad, for it is from the treasure of knowledge and its 
repository” 


Abu Hamzah al-Thumali reported: I heard Ali ibn al-Hussein, peace 
be upon him and his father, saying: “Verily, Allah created 
Muhammad, Ali, and the Infalliables from the light of His greatness, 
and He established them as spirits before the creation of beings. ” 
Then he said: “Do you think that Allah did not create any creation 
besides you?” “No, by Allah,” he said, “Indeed, Allah created a 
thousand thousand Adams, and a thousand thousand worlds, and you, 
by Allah, are among the last of those worlds.“ 


And among what Sa'd ibn Abdullah narrated from Jabir from Abu 
Abdullah (peace be upon him) that he said: “Verily, Allah has two 
cities, one in the east and the other in the west. Upon them are walls 
of iron with seventy thousand gates. From gate to gate is a distance of 
a league. At each gate are seventy panels of red gold. Its inhabitants 
speak seventy thousand languages, each language distinct from the 
others. By Allah, I know their languages, and I am the proof over 
em.? 


The Worlds beyond the veil 


For more information read about Tanasukh and Masukhiyya, 
metempsychosis, transmigration of souls through different bodies (in this case, 
veils, in a cyclical matter) 

” Jabulsa and Jabulqa 
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This Hadith rebukes those whose hearts are diseased. I (The author) 
said (to them): “Do you deny the capability, the grace, or do you 
refute those who affirm infallibility?” 


If you deny the capability of the Most Merciful (to create such 
worlds), then it has been narrated about Solomon (peace be upon 
him): 


Solomon's daily ration was seven times that of a whole month's ration. 
One day, a creature from the sea emerged and said to him: 

“O Solomon, include me today.” 

So, he ordered that a month's worth of his ration be collected for the 
beast. When that was gathered on the shore of the sea and became as 
huge as a mountain, the fish raised its head and swallowed it, saying: 


“O Solomon, where is the completion of my sustenance today? For 
this is only a portion of my food.” 

Solomon was astonished, and he asked the beast: 

“Is there any creature in the sea like you?" 

It replied: 

“A thousand nations.’ 

So, Solomon said, 

“Glory be to the Great King in His power, who creates what you do 
not know. 


As for His vast grace, He (Exalted is He) said to David: 

“O David, by My honour and majesty, if the inhabitants of my 
heavens and earth were to hope in me, I would grant every hopeful 
one what they hoped for with the extent of your world's value seventy 
times over, and that would not diminish anything I give.” 

So say to the blind of insight and sight, 


“Are you hesitant about the capability or the grace? Rather, His 
hands are outstretched. So, by which of your Lord's bounties do you 
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deny? And the greatest of bounties are Mihammad and Ali, especially 
from the Merciful.” 


And from Abu Abdullah (peace be upon him) that he said: 

“Allah created this expanse of green emerald. It was asked, 'What is 
the expanse?' He said, 'The veil.' And behind that, Allah has seventy 
thousand worlds, more than the number of jinn and humans, all of 
whom profess our love, Ahl al-Bayt, and curse so-and-so and 
so-and-so.” 


And from Jabir ibn Abdullah from Abu Ja'far (peace be upon him) 
that he said: 


“Behind this sun of yours, there are forty suns, from one sun to the 
other is forty years, in which there are creations who do not know that 
Allah created Adam and Satan.” 


And Ibn Abbas in the interpretation of “Rab al-Alamin” said: Indeed, 
Allah, exalted and glorified, created three hundred worlds and ten 
worlds, each world of them surpasses three hundred and thirteen 
times the likeness of Adam and what was born of Adam. That is the 
meaning of His saying 'Lord of the Eons.” 


And from Kitab al-Wahida“, from al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) that 
he said: “Indeed, Allah has two cities, one in the east and the other in 
the west, called Jabulsaa and Jabulgqa. The length of each city is 
twelve thousand farsakhs. In each farsakh, there is a gate. Every day, 
seventy thousand enter through each gate and the same number exit, 
and they do not return except on the Day of Judgment. They do not 
know that Allah created Adam, nor Satan, nor the sun, nor the moon. 
By Allah, they are more obedient to us than you. They bring us fruits 
out of season, while cursed, relying on the curse of Pharaoh, Haman, 
and Qarun. ” 


7” Bihar al-Anwar, Vol 57, pg 332. Unsure if this is the Nusayri Kitab al-Wahida 
or another Kitab al-Wahida 
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Narrated by Abu Hamzah al-Thumali from Abu Ja'far (peace be upon 
him) from Kitab al-Wahida, he said: 

“Indeed, Allah, glorified be He, singled Himself out in His Oneness. 
Then He spoke a word, and it became light. Then He created from that 
light Mihammad, Ali, and their progeny. Then He spoke a word, and 
it became a spirit, and He instilled that light into it and placed it 
within our bodies. So, we are the spirit of Allah in that, and His word 
concealed Himself from His creation through us. Thus, we have 
remained in a verdant shade, glorifying and sanctifying Him where 
there is no sun or moon, nor an eye that blinks. Then He created our 
followers, and they were named followers because they were created 
from the ray of our light. ”” 


And among what is mentioned in the books of Tafsir, is that Allah 
created the seven earths and placed the throne of Satan, may Allah 
curse him, in the fourth of them, where his abode and the abode of his 
troops are located, after he was the guardian of Paradise and held the 
keys to the fourth heaven. Satan is the son of the jinn, and the jinn are 
those who craft adornments for the people of Paradise. The seventh 
earth is under the rule of a king called Ariakil (G), (which has 
been) between the joint of his thumb and his forefinger for forty 
years. He appears in the form of a bull with forty thousand standing 
horns and seven hundred thousand interlocking horns stretching to the 
throne. He sits on a rock of green emerald, and the rock is on the 
wings of a whale. The whale is in a sea called Aquarius, its depth 
matching that of the heavens and the earth combined. The sea rests on 
soil, and the soil on wind, and the wind on darkness, which is upon 
Hellfire, and Hellfire on a plateau called Tamtam, and Tamtam is 
beneath the whale. What lies beyond that is known only to Allah. On 
land, there are eighteen thousand worlds, as if Allah had created none 
other in the heavens and the earth due to their abundance. Behind the 


This idea also seems to be found in Ghulat literature: 
The first thing that God created were the believers, whom He [first] created as 
phantoms before creating them as shadows. 
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seventh sea, there are a people known as the spiritual beings, in a land 
of silver (and) white, not cut by the sun except every forty days. 


It is said from al-Khisal (by al-Sadoug QS) Ibn Babawyh narrated: 
“Indeed, Allah, blessed and exalted, has angels, and if one of the 
angels descended to the earth, it would not suffice for the vastness of 
His creation. Among them, some have between their shoulders and the 
lobes of their ears a journey of seven hundred years. Some of them 
span the horizon with the wings of their wings. Some of them extend 
from the heavens to their chambers, and some of them place their feet 
on unstable ground in the lower air, with the earths up to their knees. 
And among them, if the waters of the seas were poured into the hollow 
of their thumbs, it would not suffice. And if ships were placed in the 
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tears of their eyes, they would flow for ages.’ 


The Prince of the Bees (Upon him Peace) was asked about the veils, 
and he said: 

“The veils are seven. Each veil has a span of seven hundred years, 
with seventy thousand angels between each veil. The strength of each 
angel within them is like the combined strength of the heavens and the 
earth. Among them are veils of light, veils of fire, veils of smoke, veils 
of darkness, veils of lightning, veils of thunder, veils of radiance, veils 
of turbulence, veils of water, and veils of rivers. These are different 
veils, each with a span of seventy thousand years. Then there are the 
pavilions of majesty, which are sixty pavilions. Each pavilion contains 
seventy thousand angels, with five hundred years between each 
pavilion. Then there is the pavilion of glory, followed by the pavilion 
of might, then the pavilion of pride, then the pavilion of white light, 
then the pavilion of oneness, each spanning seventy thousand years. 
Finally, there is the highest veil. These veils are not placed upon 
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Allah, but rather, they are indicative of the sublime greatness of His 


creation. Blessed is He, the Best of credtors. 


Narrated by Ibn Abbas, from the Revealer of the Miracles (muzhir 
al-ajaib), Ali (Upon him Peace), who said: 

“Indeed, beyond the letter 'Qaf,' there is a knowledgeable world that 
no one can reach besides me, and I encompass all that is beyond it in 
knowledge. My knowledge of it is like my knowledge of your worldly 
affairs. I am the preserver and the witness over it. If I wished, I could 
traverse the entire world, along with the seven heavens, in less than 
the blink of an eye, with the power I possess through the Greatest 


Name. I am the greatest sign and the evident miracle. 


The Meaning of Walayah 


And to the secret of Walayah, there is an indication from his eloquent 
speech in Nahj al-Balagha, where he said: 

“And He knows that my place in it is like the place of the axle in the 
millstone. ” 

This is an indication that he, peace be upon him, is the epitome of 
pottery, the pinnacle of honour, the zenith of glory, the axis of 
existence, the essence of existence, the master of time, the face of 
truth, and the side of greatness. He is the axis around which every 
circle revolves, and the path along which every traveller journeys. For 
the flow of the Wali in the world is like the flow of truth in the world, 
because Walayah is the continuous and flowing word applicable to 
every existence and its meaning. For the Wali is the Greatest Name, 
accepting the acts of Lordship (al-rubbibiyya) and manifesting the 
divine secrets. He is the point (nuqta) around which the turning of 
Nubuwwa revolves; he is the reality of every existence, the innermost 


7% Bihar al-Anwar, vol 58, pg 39 
” Bihar al-Anwar, vol 57, pg 336 
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of the circle, and the moving and flowing point, to which all worlds 
are connected. Ibn Abi al-Hadid referred to this meaning when he 
narrated: 

“I accepted the acts of Lordship by which one is excused” 

“You are an object of Lordship, O Cause of the World! And from the 
beginning of its creation, the start of the Resurrection, you will be 
recited after the Resurrection. So he is the axis of Walayah and the 
point of guidance, the plan of the beginning and the end. 


Those who are attentive bear witness to this, while those who are 
ignorant deny it. The Prince of the Bees, (peace be upon him), also 
guaranteed this in his saying: 

“(I am) Like a mountain from which torrents flow but birds do not 
reach me.” 

This is a noble metaphor, as it compares the people of the world 
emerging from the concealment of non-existence to torrents, and their 
elevation to birds, as the former descends from the higher to the 
lower, and the latter ascends from the lower to the higher. His saying 
“torrents flow but birds do not reach me” indicates that he is the 
essence of the point from which beings appeared and for which 
creatures were formed. His saying birds do not reach me' indicates 
that he is the highest station of existence and the leader for all 
creatures. For them, he is a guide and a divider in the Resurrection. 
He is the one who distributes the light of the prophetic presence, the 
holder of divine guardianship, the divine word, and the master of all 
creatures. 
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Ibn Abi al-Hadid excelled in aiming his arrow of guidance at this 
precise target from the bow of investigation when he said: 

“By Allah, if it weren't for Haydar, neither the world nor the 
gathering of creatures would have come together. And on the Day of 
Judgment, our accountability is to Him, as He is our refuge tomorrow 
and the one who causes fear. I say: This is a man from the 

Mu ‘tazilites, whose disbelief in affirming the truth has isolated him. 
And you, wrapped in rebuttal, claim to be a patron of slaves and 
servants. So why is it that every time I see you, you harbour 
conflicting thoughts? Your claim of patronage is but a false facade, 
and your association with polytheism is clear. You boast that I am the 
clear evidence for you, where understanding lies, but what does your 
action know? Perhaps you sense the light of flowers, and your night is 
engulfed by the grand lights of secrets. He said: ‘My night did not 
engulf me, for I embraced the creation of thoughts in the abyss of your 
desire, thus desiring you, whether this or that, and your opinion 
remains your own. Indeed, you are like one who is not moved by 
spring, its flowers, wood, and strings. Your temperament has 


3:3) 


deteriorated, and your remedy has been denied. 


And what is heard is of no benefit if it is not printed”*(?). 


le Writing a hadith down right as you hear it 
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The Noble Ranks of the Holy Family 


Narrated from Abu Abdullah (peace be upon him) that he said: 

“We are the tree of prophethood and the source of messengership. We 
are the covenant of God and His protection. We were shining lights 
around the throne, glorifying, and the inhabitants of the heavens 
would glorify due to our glorification. When we descended to the 
earth, we glorified, and the inhabitants of the earth glorified, so every 
knowledge emerged to the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth 
through us and from us. And it was predestined by the decree of God 
that no one who loves us shall enter the Fire, nor shall anyone who 
hates us enter Paradise, because God will question His servants on 
the Day of Judgment regarding what He entrusted them with, but He 


will not question them regarding what He has decreed for them.“ 


Narrated from Mthammad ibn Sinan from Abu al-Hasan al-Rida 
(peace be upon him) that he said: 

“O Ibn Sinan, indeed Mihammad (peace be upon him) was the 
trustee of God in His creation. When he passed away, we, his 
household and successors, became entrusted with the knowledge of 
destinies, trials, Arab lineages, the origins of Islam, its branches, and 
its comprehensive teachings. There is no group that strays by a sign 
or is guided by a sign except that we know its caller, its guide, and its 
driver. Indeed, we recognize a person when we see the reality of their 
faith or hypocrisy. Our Shia, whose names are written, Allah took a 
covenant from us and from them before the creation of the heavens 
and the earth, to return to our source and enter our gate. None other 
than us and them bear the responsibility of Islam until the Day of 
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Judgment. 


” Bihar al-Anwar vol 25 pg 24 
% Bihar al-Anwar, vol 26, pg 241 
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And from the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) it 1s reported that 
they said: 


“We are the nights and the days. Whoever does not recognize these 
days does not truly know Allah. Saturday is the Messenger of Allah, 
peace be upon him and his family, the Prophet, and there is no 
prophet after him. Sunday is the Commander of the Faithful, Ali, 
peace be upon him, who was the first to unite with Allah. Monday is 
the light of Hasan and Husayn. Tuesday is three lights: the light of 
Fatimah, Khadijah, and Umm Salamah. Wednesday is four lights: 
al-Sajjad, al-Bagir, al-Sadiq, and al-Kadhim. Thursday is five lights: 
al-Rida, al-Jawad, al-Hadi, al-Askari, and al-Mahdi. Friday is the 
gathering of our Shia in our guardianship, and the curse of Allah is 
upon our enemies.” 


Narrated by Ibn Abbas in al-Amali (by al-Tusi), he said: 

“The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his family, said: 
‘The Shia of Ali are the successful ones on the Day of Resurrection. O 
Ali, I am of you and you are of me; your soul is my soul, and your 
Shia are my Shia. Your allies are my allies. I love those who love 
them, and whoever hates them, hates me, and whoever opposes them, 
opposes me. O Ali, your Shia are forgiven for their faults and sins, 
and I will intercede for them on the Day of Judgment when I stand at 
the Praised Station. So give them the good news of that. O Ali, your 
Shia are the Shia of Allah, your supporters are the supporters of 
Allah, and your party is the party of Allah. And the party of Allah are 
the successful ones. O Ali, whoever befriends you will be fortunate, 
and whoever opposes you will be unfortunate. 

O Ali, indeed Allah has bestowed upon you the love of the poor and 
the needy on earth. You are pleased with them as brothers, and they 
are pleased with you as their leader. So, glad tidings to those who love 
you and woe to those who hate you. O Ali, your friends are every 
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vigilant guardian and every knowledgeable scholar. If I were to swear 
by Allah, I would fulfil my oath. O Ali, your beloved ones are 
considered insignificant by people but great in the sight of the 
Almighty. O Ali, your beloved ones are neighbours to Allah in 
Paradise, and they do not regret what they left behind in this world. O 
Ali, I am a guardian for those you support and an enemy for those 
who oppose you. O Ali, your brothers will have pale lips but radiant 
faces, recognizing the divine in their countenances. They will rejoice 
in three situations: at the time of death when I witness them, in their 
graves during questioning while you meet them, and at the grand 
gathering when all people are called by their leaders. O Ali, give glad 
tidings to your brothers that Allah is pleased with them. O Ali, you are 
the Commander of the Faithful and the leader of the purified ones, 
and you and your truthful and glorifying followers are the ones who 
established the religion. If not for you and your followers, there would 
be no protection from heaven for the earth. O Ali, in Paradise, you 
have a treasure, and you are its possessor. Your followers, the party of 
Allah, are the dominant ones. O Ali, you and your followers establish 
justice. You and your followers will be at the Pond, quenching the 
thirst of those who love you and preventing those who hate you. You 
are the secure ones on the Day of Great Panic (ie Yawm al-Qiyama). 
O Ali, you and your followers will be shaded and will enjoy blessings 
in Paradise. Indeed, Paradise eagerly awaits your followers, and the 
close bearers of the Throne seek forgiveness and rejoice at their 
arrival. The angels supplicate for them, O Ali, your followers, who 
compete in ranks and meet Allah without blame. O Ali, the deeds of 
your followers are presented to me every Friday, and I rejoice in their 
good deeds and seek forgiveness for their sins. O Ali, your mention 
and the mention of your followers were in the Torah before they were 
created, and likewise in the Gospel, for they are greatly honoured to 
us. O Ali, the mention of your followers in heaven is more frequent 
than their mention on earth. Give them this glad tidings, O Ali. Tell 
your followers and loved ones to refrain from the deeds performed by 
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their enemies. For every day and night, the mercy of Allah descends 
upon them. O Ali, the wrath of Allah intensifies upon those who hate 
you and your followers, and they will be replaced by you and them. 
Woe to those who replace you with others and hate those who support 
you. O Ali, convey peace to your followers and inform them that they 
are my brothers. Let them hold fast to the rope of Allah and seek 
refuge in Him, and let them strive in their deeds. For indeed, Allah, 
the Almighty, is pleased with them. He boasts of them to the angels 
because they have fulfilled their covenant and have given you the 
purest affection from their hearts. They have chosen you over their 
fathers, brothers, and children. They have endured hardships with us, 
facing harm and unpleasant words. Therefore, be merciful to them, for 
Allah has chosen them for us and created them from our essence. He 
has entrusted them with our secrets and obligated their hearts to 
recognize our rights. He has adorned them with our attributes, and 
they do not prefer anyone over us, even if the people deviate into 
darkness. They have become blind to the evidence and drown in 
ignorance, falling into Allah's displeasure. Your followers adhere to 
the path of truth, and they do not seek companionship with those who 
oppose them. The world holds no allure for them, nor are they 


preoccupied with it. They are the lanterns in the darkness. ”®” 


Narrated from him (Ibn Abbas or the Martyr of Kufa), that the 
Apostle of Allah the Exalted, (From him is Light), said: 

“My family is like the ark of Noah; whoever boards it is saved. So, no 
one is saved except those who are with them and among them, for the 
truth of the statement, and the rest are destined for the Fire. Our 
followers adhere to our guardianship, and we adhere to the 
guardianship of our Prophet, and our Prophet adheres to the 
guardianship of our Lord - and the guardianship is light -. Whoever 
deviates from us is doomed, and whoever follows us is saved. The one 


8! Bihar al-Anwar vol 67, pg 30 
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who denies our authority is a disbeliever, and the one who denies our 


excellence is a disbeliever, ”*’ 


And he (ie the Prince of the Bees) (peace be upon him) said: 


“A believer does not hate us, nor does a doubter deny us, nor does a 
disbeliever love us. Whoever dies with love for us, it is obligatory 
upon Allah to resurrect him with us. We are the light for those who 
follow us, and the guidance for those who are guided by us. Whoever 
is not with us is not part of Islam in anything. Through us, Allah 
opens, and through us, Allah seals. Through us, Allah feeds you with 
the grass of the earth. Through us, Allah holds the heavens and the 
earth from vanishing. Through us, Allah sends down the rain from the 
sky. Through us, Allah saves you from earthquakes on land and from 
drowning at sea. Through us, Allah benefits you in your life, at your 
death, in your graves, at the Siraat, at the Mizan, and upon entering 
Paradise. Our example in the Book of Allah is like that of the lamp in 
the niche: the niche is Fatimah, and the lamp is Ali. Allah guides to 
His light whomsoever He pleases. Whoever loves us, it is obligatory 
upon Allah to resurrect him, with clear proof, steadfast argument. We 
are the nobles, we are the luminaries, we are the culmination of the 
prophets, the sons of the successors, and the remainder of the 


successors. Our followers are the fortunate and the martyrs. ”” 


2 Because there is no difference between denying guardianship and denying 
excellence, denying prophethood and denying lordship. For denial of any of 
these entails the denial of the other, and affirmation of each necessitates the 
affirmation of the other. 

83 Batulah fi al-Bahr, vol 23 
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From Kitab al-Arbaeen, it is narrated from Anas ibn Malik that the 
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his family, said: 

“On the Day of Judgment, a caller will call out: 'O Ali, O 
guardian, O master, O patient one, O righteous one, O guide, O 
ascetic, O pure one, proceed you and your followers to Paradise 
without any reckoning.” 


This is supported by what was narrated by the author of the book 
“Al-Najib,” who said: “Two men argued about Ali and his leadership, 
so they went to their partner and asked him. He said: 'Al-A'mash 
narrated to me from Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman from the Messenger of 
Allah, who said: 'Indeed, Allah created a pillar in Paradise, whoever 
clings to it is from the people of Paradise.' The man was impressed by 
this, so he went to Ibn Duraaj and informed him. Ibn Duraaj said: 'Do 
not be surprised. Al-A'mash narrated to me from Abu Sa'eed 
al-Khudri from the Messenger of Allah, who said: 'The pillars of the 
Throne can only be reached by Ali and his followers.' The man 


acknowledged his excellence...“ 


And from Kitab al-Manaqib it is narrated that there is for Allah a 
column of light that shines for the people of Paradise like the sun for 
the people of the world. None can reach it except Ali and his 
followers. 


And al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said to a gathering of Shia after 
they greeted him: 

“By Allah, I love your scent and your souls, so assist us with piety 
and diligence. Know that our guardianship is attained only through 
piety, for you are the Shia of Allah, the helpers of Allah, and you are 
the first and the last to support our guardianship in this world and in 
the Hereafter to Paradise. We have guaranteed Paradise for you with 


** The hadith is too long, it can be found in Bihar al-Anwar, vol 39, pg 259 
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the guarantee of Allah and the guarantee of His Messenger, so 
compete in the virtues of ranks. You are the pure ones, and your wives 
are pure, every believing woman is like a hoori*®, and every believing 
man is like a truthful one. Indeed, Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon 
him) said to Qanbar: 'Rejoice, be glad, and give glad tidings, for 
surely the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) 
passed away while displeased with his nation except for the Shia. 
Indeed, everything has an honour, and the honour of Islam is the Shia. 
Everything has a leader, and the leader of assemblies is the assembly 
of the Shia. Everything has an Imam, and the Imam of the earth is the 
earth inhabited by the Shia. By Allah, if not for those among you on 
the earth, Allah would not have bestowed His blessings upon the 
people of opposition, nor would they have any share in the Hereafter. 
If you worship and strive, indeed, our Shia look upon the light of 
Allah, while those who oppose us turn in the wrath of Allah. By Allah, 
your Hajj and Umrah are specifically for Allah, your poor are the 
rich, and your rich are the content. All of you are the callers of Allah 
and the responders to Him, except for the Shia. Indeed, everything has 
a pillar, and the pillar of faith is the Shia. Everything has a support, 
and the support is the Shia.” 


From the writings attributed to Imam Ali (peace be upon him), it is 
found: 

“We ascended the heights of realities with the feet of Nubuwwa and 
Walayah, and we are the standards of guidance, the oceans of dew, 
and the lamps in the darkness. We are the lions of battle and the 
strikes against enemies. The sword and the pen descended upon us in 
the immediate, and for us are the Pond (of Kawthar) and the Luw (of 
Rank) in the ultimate. Our descendants are the successors of the 
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religion and the chosen ones of the Lord of the Eons.’ 


s Te Beautiful and fulfilling your every needs; the perfection of femininity 
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This is supported by what Jabir al-Ansari narrated from the Prophet, 
peace be upon him and his family, that he went out one day with 
al-Hasan and al-Husayn, peace be upon them, and addressed the 
people. Then he said in his sermon: 


“O people, indeed, these are the progeny of your Prophet, the people 
of his household, his descendants, and his successors. Allah has 
honoured them with His dignity, entrusted them with His secrets, 
preserved their unseen, and entrusted them with His servants. He has 
acquainted them with the secrets of His knowledge and taught them 
His words. He has entrusted them with the affairs of His servants and 
put them in charge of His creation. He has chosen them for His 
revelation and made His angels serve them. He has directed them in 
His kingdom, accepted them for His secrets, selected them for His 
words, and appointed them for His command. He has made them the 
banners of His religion, and He has made them witnesses over His 
servants and their guardians in His lands. They are the guided Imams, 
the purified progeny, and the descendants of the Prophet, They are 
Alawite Masters, the middle Imams (al-Aima al-Wasita), the lofty 
word, the leaders of the people of the world, the connected mercy for 
those who seek refuge in them, and the salvation for those who adhere 
to them. Blessed is the one who follows them and wretched is the one 
who opposes them. Whoever follows them is safe from punishment, 
and whoever falls behind strays and fails. They call upon Allah, speak 
about Him, and act according to His command. The revelation 
descends upon their verses, and the trustworthy Gabriel is sent to 
them. ” 
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As it is said in a poem: 

“When you are cast on the Day of Resurrection, you will be saved 
from the scorching heat, 

And your religious obligations and practices will be accepted from 
you. 

By the Lord Ali, the Prince of the Bees, and the Imams after him, 
Guiding stars that save from distress and trials. 

They are the progeny whom Allah has entrusted with His command, 
So do not doubt in anyone other than them. 

For among the true Imams, Allah has made their love obligatory, 
And obedience to them is a duty upon all creation to be tested. 

The love of Ali is a sign of loyalty to his successors, 

Meeting him at death, in the grave, and in the shroud. 

Likewise on the Day of Resurrection, only those who followed Aba 
al-Hasan will be saved from the fire. 

I advise you not to doubt them and not to incline 

Towards anyone other than them, among all the people” 


The Barakat of the Family of Muhammad 
upon the Creations 


This noble hadith indicates that Allah created a thousand types of 
beings, and honoured Adam over all of them. He appointed angels to 
serve them and subjected the heavens and the earth for their benefit. 
He favoured men over women, honoured them with Islam, and 
preferred Islam over all other religions. He honoured them with 
MH MD and preferred him over all prophets and messengers, and 
chose Ali for them and preferred him over all successors. He made 
their love the essence of faith, the perfection of religion, and the 
source of certainty. He made their followers enter Paradise without 
any accountability. So whoever is a Muslim, a believer, and a 
supporter of Ali and his progeny has been granted all goodness. 
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Then Allah created creatures into ten categories: nine of them are 
devils and enemies, and one of them is mankind. Among humans, 
there are a hundred and twenty types, among which are Ya’juj and 
Ma’ juj, 99 types. The remaining creatures are divided into twelve 
categories, among which are: 

1. al-Rûm (the Romans) 

2. al-Saqaliba (Slavs) 
. al-Habash (Abysinnians) 
. al-Zanj (Negroid peoples) 
. al-Turk (Turko-Mongolic peoples) 
. al-Barbar (Amazigh peoples) 

7. al-Kemaak (Khazars; Most likely referring to the chinese) 
All disbelievers. The only remaining category is the people of Islam, 
then this category is split into 73 sects, 72 of them are deviant and 
misguided, and only one group will be in Paradise. This group is the 
one that remained after the Messenger of Allah, following the path of 
his household. So whoever finds themselves among the saved group 
from these sects should thank Allah. 


Nn = 


Narrated by Mihammad bin Sinan from Abu Abdullah peace be upon 
him, who said: 

“I heard him saying: 'We are the side of Allah (nahnu janbullah), we 
are the chosen ones of Allah, we are the best (creations) of Allah. We 
are entrusted with the legacies of the prophets, we are the trustees of 
Allah. We are the face(s) of Allah, we are the guides of guidance. We 
are the firmest bond and through us Allah opens and seals His decree. 
We are the first and the last, we are the best of the era, the leaders of 
the time. We are the masters of the servants and the rulers of the 
lands. We are the upright path and the straight path. We are the 
essence of existence, the proof of the worshipped, and Allah does not 
accept the action of a worker who ignores our rights. We are the 
lanterns of prophecy, the lamps of revelation. We are the light of 
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lights and the word of the Almighty. We are the banner of truth, 
whoever follows it will be saved, and whoever deviates from it will 
perish. We are the leaders of religion, the guides of the pilgrims. We 
are the source of prophecy, the site of the message, and the angels 
differ among themselves concerning us. We are the guided ones, we 
are the leaders to Paradise. We are the bridges and the pathways. We 
are the greatest sign, through us the rain descends, through us mercy 
descends. Through us, punishment and calamity are repelled. 
Whoever hears this guidance should examine his heart for love 
towards us. If he finds in it hatred for us and denial of our virtue, then 
he has deviated from the right path, for we are the essence of 
existence, the proof of the worshipped, the interpreter of His 
revelation, the hidden knowledge, and the balance of His justice. We 
are the branches of the olive tree and the lords of the noble and 
righteous. We are the lamp of the lantern, which contains the light of 
lights. We are the chosen ones of the eternal word, until the Day of 
Resurrection, the covenant is taken from them, and the guardianship 
from the offspring. The lamp for those who seek enlightenment, and 
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the path for those who seek guidance.’ 


This is supported by what is mentioned in al-Amali from Abu Ja'far, 
peace be upon him, who said: 

“An angel named Mahmud descended to the Messenger of Allah, 
peace be upon him and his family. He had twenty-four thousand faces. 
He said: “The Lord of Majesty has sent me to you to marry light with 
light.” The Prophet asked: ‘By whom?’ He replied: ‘By Ali with 
Fatmah.’ When the angel left, there appeared between his shoulders 
the inscription: ‘There is no god but Allah, Muhammdd is the 
Messenger of Allah, and Ali is the vicegerent of Allah.’ The Prophet 
asked him: ‘How long ago was this inscription written between your 
shoulders?’ He replied: ‘Before Allah created Adam by 28 thousand 
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years.’ 
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From the book al-Amali, attributed to the Messenger of Allah, peace 
be upon him and his family, it is narrated that he said one day: 


“What is wrong with people that when the name of Ibrahim and the 
family of Ibrahim is mentioned, they rejoice, but when the name of 
Muhammad and the family of Mihammad is mentioned, their hearts 
shrink? By the One in whose hand is the soul of Mihammad, if any 
one of you were to come with the deeds of seventy prophets but did not 
bring the loyalty to my family, they would enter Hell as a small, 
humiliated one and be gathered in Jahannam as a loser. O people, we 
are the roots and the completion of faith, and we are the trustees of 
Allah among the ancients and the moderns. We are the division of 
Allah that He divided by us. He said: 

“By the fig and the olive , And [by] Mount Sinai, And [by] this 
secure city”. And were it not for us, Allah would not have created 
any creation, nor Paradise, nor Hell.” 


Abu Sa'id al-Khudri narrated: Amir al-Nahl, Ali, may peace be upon 
him, delivered a sermon and said: 

“O people, we are the gates of wisdom, the keys to mercy, the leaders 
of the community, and the trustees of the scripture. Through us, Allah 
rewards and punishes. Whoever loves us, the People of the 
Household, his good deeds are magnified, his balance is weighted in 
his favour, his actions are accepted, and his mistakes are forgiven. But 
whoever hates us, his Islam will not benefit him. Indeed, Allah has 
singled us out, the People of the Household, with mercy, wisdom, 
prophethood, and infallibility, And among us is the Seal of the 
Prophets. Indeed, we are the standard of truth; whoever follows us is 
ahead, and whoever lags behind it strays. Indeed, we are the chosen 
ones of Allah, selected from among His creation, entrusted with His 
revelation. We are the guided ones, the ones who have been given 


86 Qur’an 95:1-3 
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knowledge from the Book. The Messenger of Allah was well aware of 
us, and what was and what will be was entrusted to him. I am the 
brother of the Messenger of Allah and the guardian of his knowledge. 
Iam the greatest truthful one, and none says this except a liar who 
fabricates falsehood. And I am the greatest criterion.” 


They, (the Ahl al-Bayt) are the people whose traces of Prophethood 
shine, and the lights of Imamate gleam. The treasures of divine 
revelation are with them, and in their presence lies the secret of the 
All-Encompassing. When they sit for judgement, all fall silent; and if 
they speak, time itself listens attentively. When they are mentioned, 
the universe expands and contracts; their fragrance has a scent sweeter 
than musk. If they advance, the hearts of tyrants tremble like lions in 
the forest. 


If goodness and generosity are mentioned among people, their ocean 
of generosity overflows abundantly. Their father is the sky of glory, 
and their mother is its sun, whose stars rise from the pinnacle of 
majesty. Oh, how noble is their lineage, shining brightly like the sun, 
and how honourable is their status, towering above the stars. There is 
no equal to them among the people, no boast if one counts them, for 
they are the upright, the guides appointed by the Message. There is no 
virtue but in remembering their virtues, no knowledge but in 
acknowledging theirs, and no deed that saves tomorrow other than 
their love. 


When the Day of Resurrection arrives, they will be the gathering 
place for creation. If a servant strives in the path of Allah, struggling 
with all his might, without their allegiance, nor the love of Ahl 
al-Bayt, he will find no benefit. Oh, chosen kin, oh standard-bearers 
of guidance, my hopes are fixed upon you tomorrow in my hour of 
need. Take by the hand the servant who is loyal to you, for on the Day 
of Judgment, none but you will intercede. Whoever turns away from 
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you, or chooses other than you, will find no hope in the mercy of 
Allah. Peace be upon you, oh standard-bearers of guidance! Woe to 
the servant who follows other than you. 


The Impact of Loving Ali and the Impact 
of Hating him 


Narrated by Ibn Abbas, from the Prophet Mihammad, peace be upon 
him and his family, He said 

“Allah appointed Ali as a sign of knowledge between Himself and His 
creation. Whoever recognizes him is a believer, and whoever denies 
him is an unbeliever, and whoever remains ignorant of him is 
misguided, and whoever equates him with others is a polytheist. And 
whoever comes with his allegiance is successful, entering Paradise 
safely. But whoever comes with enmity towards him enters the Fire 
while young. ” 


Narrated by Sadeef from Jabir ibn Abdullah from Imam Abu 
Abdullah,and from him from the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon 
him and his family) from Kitab ma-Atfaq min al-Akhbâr, he said: 
“O Ali, you are the companion of my basin, the inheritor of my 
knowledge, the bearer of my banner, the fulfiller of my promise, the 
reliever of my distress, the trustee of the legacies of the prophets. You 
are the trustee of Allah on His earth, His vicegerent over His 
creatures. You are the lamp of salvation, the path of guidance, the 
leader of the pious, the proof upon mankind. You are the exalted 
knowledge in this world and the straight path on the Day of 
Resurrection. 
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Narrated by Abu Sa'id al-Khudri: The Messenger of Allah (peace be 
upon him and his family) delivered a sermon and said in his sermon: 


“O people, whoever hates us, the Ahl al Bayt, Allah will send him as a 
Jew, and his Islam will NOT benefit him. Even if he meets the 
Antichrist, he will believe in him. And if he dies, Allah will resurrect 
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him from his grave until he believes in us.’ 


And in another narration: 

“Whoever hates us, the Ahlul Bayt, Allah will not resurrect him as a 
Jew or a Christian, but rather, someone better than them.” 

This is the most explicit statement, meaning that even the Jews and 
Christians would be BETTER than such a person. Woe to those who 


hate them, and blessed are those who love them. 


O people, in a Riwayah from Basa’ir al-Darayat: 

“Indeed my Lord, the Almighty, likened my nation to clay and taught 
me their names just as He taught Adam the names. Thus, I passed by 
the bearers of standards and sought forgiveness for the Shia of Ali. 
Indeed, the inhabitants of Paradise are Ali and his Shid.““ 


And among what Ibn Abbas narrated, he said: The Messenger of 
Allah, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, delivered a 
sermon and said: 

“O people, Allah has revealed to me that I am seized! And that my 
cousin is my brother, my successor, and the vicegerent of Allah, my 
deputy and my executor, the one who conveys from me, who is the 
Imam of the God-fearing, the leader of the guided ones, and the lion 
of religion. If you seek guidance from him, he will guide you, and if 
you follow him, you will be saved. If you obey him, you have obeyed 
Allah, and if you disobey him, you have disobeyed Allah. If you pledge 
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allegiance to him, you have pledged allegiance to Allah, and if you 
break your pledge to him, you have broken your pledge to Allah. 
Indeed, Allah, the Exalted, has revealed the Qur'an for Ali (Alis 
favour) and sent down His Messenger for him. Whoever opposes the 
Qur'an has gone astray, and whoever seeks knowledge from other 
than Ali has erred. 


O people! Indeed, the members of my household are my confidants, 
my relatives, my children, my descendants, my flesh, my blood, and 
my trustees. You will all be gathered together tomorrow and 
questioned about the two weighty things (al-Thaqalayn), so consider 
how you will answer me concerning them. Whoever hurts them has 
hurt me, and whoever wrongs them has wronged me. Whoever 
supports them has supported me, and whoever honours them has 
honoured me. Whoever seeks guidance from others has denied me, so 
fear Allah and consider what you will say tomorrow, for I will be a 
plaintiff against whoever opposes them. Whoever opposes them, woe 
unto him. 


O sons of revelation and verses, whose praises have been extolled, I 
have esteemed you highly and honoured you in my remembrance. You 
are the repositories of the secrets of Allah, the highest in honour, and 
the loftiest in rank. My hopes are tethered to you, so I do not 
anticipate any good from people like Zayd or ‘Umar. Who else has 
borne the burden of raising your call so diligently, and what hardship 
have you made easy for them in return?” 


And among what Hullayfah ibn al-Yaman narrated, he said: I saw the 
Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, 
taking the hand of Hasan ibn Ali and saying: 

“O people, this is the son of Ali, so recognize him. By the One in 
whose hand Muhammad & soul is, he is in Paradise, and his lover is in 
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Paradise, and the lover of his lover is in Paradise.’ 
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Abu al-Tayyib al-Hirawi narrated from Abu Hazim from Abu Huraira, 
who said: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him 
and his family, said to Ali, Fatimah, Hasan, and Husayn, may peace 
be upon them: 

“I am at war with those who wage war against you, and at peace with 
those who make peace with you. Iam an enemy to those who show 
enmity towards you, and a friend to those who love you. I intercede 
for those who support you. I take the hand of whoever offers 


something to yo 


And from Kitab al-Firdawsi from al Daylami: 

Narrated by Jabir ibn Abdullah: The Messenger of Allah (peace be 
upon him) said: 

“Written on the gate of Paradise: 'There is no god but Allah, 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and ‘Ali is his brother, the Wali 
of Allah. I took his Walayah and his covenant with his descendants 
was made before the creation of the heavens and the earth by two 
thousand years. Whoever desires to meet Allah while he is pleased 
with him, let him follow Ali and his progeny, for they are my chosen 
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ones, my allies, my successors, and my beloved ones.’ 


And from Ka’b bin ‘Iyad, from the Messenger of Allah (peace be 
upon him and his family), that he said: 

Ali is two lights, one in the heavens and one in the earth”. So 
whoever holds onto the light of either of them will enter Paradise, and 
whoever deviates from them will enter the Fire. And Allah did not 
send a guardian except that He has called him to the Walayah of Ali, 
whether willingly or unwillingly. ” 


88 Bihar al-Anwar vol 22 pg 286 
80 A hadith in the end of this PDF, under the Misc section, alludes to this aswell. 
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And from the book Al-Lubaab, attributed to Ibn Abbas, who said: The 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) said: 

“There will be after me a dark tribulation. None will be saved from it 
except those who hold firmly to the firmest handle.” It was asked, 
“And what is it, O Messenger of Allah? He said: It is Ali ibn Abi 
Talib (the Prince of the Bees). 


That is supported by what is narrated in the virtues of al-Ghazali 
al-Shafi'i (sė (ll 524!), attributed to Abu Dharr, who said: The 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) said: 
“Whoever opposes Ali's caliphate (ie successorship) after me, he is a 
disbeliever. ” 

So lets say some person has opposed Ali's caliphate, what is your 
opinion? 


Saeed bin Jubair reported: The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon 
him and his family) said: 

“Denying the blessings of Allah is disbelief, denying my prophethood 
is disbelief, and denying the Walayah of Ali is disbelief, because 
Tawhid is not established except upon Walayah. ” 


And Al-Asmaak bin Al-Khazraj reported: The Messenger of Allah 
(peace be upon him and his family) said to Ali: 

“No one precedes you after me except a disbeliever, and no one lags 
behind you except a disbeliever. You are the light of Allah among His 
servants, the proof of Allah in His lands, and the sword of Allah 
against His enemies. You are the inheritor of the knowledge of His 
prophets. You are the word of Allah, the Exalted, and His greatest 
sign. Allah does not accept faith except through your Walayah. ” 
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Narrated by Ibn Abbas, from the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon 
him and his family), he said: 

“Verily, the Day of Judgment is a severe and terrifying day. So 
whoever among you desires to be delivered from the horrors and 
tribulations of that day, let him be devoted to my supporter (Wali), 
follow my successor (Wasi), and obey my caliph (Khalifah), the 
companion of my pool, Ali ibn Abi Talib. For indeed, he will be 
guarding the pool tomorrow, turning away his enemies and quenching 
the thirst of his supporters! Whoever does not drink from it will 
forever remain thirsty and will never quench his thirst. And whoever 
drinks from it will never thirst thereafter. Indeed, the love for Ali is a 
sign distinguishing between faith and hypocrisy. Whoever loves him is 
a believer, and whoever hates him is a hypocrite. So whoever desires 
to cross the bridge (Sirdat) like a lightning bolt and enter Paradise 
without any accountability, let him be devoted to my supporter, my 
successor, and my caliph, ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, over my family and my 
nation. For he is the gate of Allah, the straight path, Ali and the lion 
of religion, the leader of the guided ones, and the ally of whom I am 
an ally. None loves him except the pure in lineage and the righteous in 
ancestry, and none hates him except those of corrupt lineage and 
ancestry. And every time my Lord spoke to me on the night of the 
Ascension, He said to me: ‘O Muhammad, convey my greetings to Ali 
and inform him that he is the leader of my allies and the light for 
those who obey Me. Congratulations to him for this honour from 
Me. 


And the Apostle of God said: 

“Do not underestimate the poor among the followers of Ali, for a man 
among them can intercede on behalf of others like Rabi'ah and 
Mudar. ” 
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Recognition of Nations of the Merit of the 
Prince of the Believers 


Narrated by Abu al-Hamra: The Apostle of the Exalted (peace be 
upon him and his family) said to me one day: 

“O Abu al-Hamra, go and invite for me one hundred Arabs, fifty men 
from the non-Arabs, thirty men from the Copts, and twenty men from 
the Abyssinians. ” Abu al-Hamra said, “So I went and brought them. 
Then the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) 
stood up and lined up the Arabs, then he lined up the non-Arabs 
behind the Arabs, then he lined up the Copts behind the non-Arabs, 
then he lined up the Abyssinians behind the Copts. Then he praised 
and thanked Allah with praises unlike any ever heard by creation, 
then he said: 


“O Arabs, non-Arabs, Copts, and Abyssinians! You bear witness that 
there is no god but Allah alone, without any partners, and that 
Muhammad is His servant and Messenger, and that Ali is the 
Commander of the Faithful and the Vicegerent of Allah.’ They said, 
‘Yes.’ He said, ‘O Allah, bear witness.’ He repeated this three times. 
Then he said, ‘O Ali, bring me a paper and some ink.’ So he brought 
them to him, and he said, "Write: 'In the name of Allah, the Most 
Gracious, the Most Merciful. This is what the Arabs, non-Arabs, 
Copts, and Abyssinians have affirmed, that there is no god but Allah 
alone, without any partners, and that Muhammad is His servant and 
Messenger, and that Ali is the Commander of the Believers and the 
Vicegerent of Allah.’ Then he sealed the document and handed it over 
to Ali ibn Abi Talib.” 
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From al-Amali, narrated by Umm Salama: She said, 


“I had my day with the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and 
his family). I came to enter [the room], but the Messenger of Allah 
(peace be upon him and his family) stopped me. I felt afraid and 
retreated. Then, I came back a second time to the door to enter, but the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) stopped me 
again, and I felt intimidated by that. Then, I didn't delay, and I came 
to the door for the third time, and I said: 

“Shall I enter, O Messenger of Allah?” 

He said: 

‘Enter. ’ 

So, I entered, and Ali was kneeling in front of him, saying: 

“May my father and mother be sacrificed for you, O Messenger of 
Allah! If it's such and such, what should I do?” 

The Messenger said: 

“I command you to have patience. ” 

Then, he repeated it the second time, commanding him to have 
patience. Then, he repeated it the third time, saying: 

“O Ali (O my brother), if that's the case with them, then stand up and 
draw your sword, put it on your shoulder, and strike with it their feet 
until you meet me, with your sword drawn, dripping with their 
blood.” 

Then, he turned to me and said: 

“O Umm Salama, I didn't stop you from entering due to anything you 
should be wary of. But Gabriel was on my right, and Ali was on my 
left, and they were informing me of the events that would occur after 
me, and commanding me to inform Ali of them and advise him. O 
Umm Salama, listen and bear witness: This is Ali ibn Abi Talib, my 
brother in this world and the Hereafter. O Umm Salama, listen and 
bear witness: This is Ali ibn Abi Talib, the bearer of my standard in 
this world and the Hereafter. 
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And Anas bin Malik reported: The Apostle of the Exalted & Merciful 
(peace be upon him and his family) said: 

“Ali is the vicegerent of Allah, His guardian, and His proof over all 
His creation. His obedience is linked with the obedience to Allah and 
my obedience. Whoever knows him has known me, and whoever 
denies him has denied me. Then he said, “I, Ali, Fatimah, Hasan, 
Husayn, and nine from the descendants of Husayn are the proofs of 
Allah upon His creation. Our enemies are the enemies of Allah, and 
our allies are the allies of Allah. 


Ali 18 the Clear Imam (mam al- Mubeen) 


And among that is what Ibn Abbas narrated: When this verse was 
revealed: 

“And everything We have enumerated in a clear Imam (leader) 
Two men stood up and said: 

“O Messenger of Allah, is it the Torah?” 

He said: VO. 

They said, Is it the Gospel?“ 

He said, VO. 

They said, “Ts it the Quran?” 

He said, “No. ” 

Then Ali, the Prince of the Bees (peace be upon him), came forward 
and the Messenger said: 

“It is this one! In whom Allah has enumerated the knowledge of all 
things. Indeed, the truly fortunate one, all happiness be upon them, is 
the one who loves Ali in his life and after his death. And the wretched 
one, all misery be upon them, is the one who hates him in his life and 
after his death.” 


” Quran 36:12 
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Hullayfah ibn al-Yaman said: The Prince of the Believers, peace be 
upon him, saw a man from his Shi’a whose back was marked by old 
age while he was whipping himself. He said to him: 

“You are (such an) old man.” 

The man replied: 

“In your obedience, O Prince of the Believers." 
He said, 

“But you're whipping yourself.” 

The man responded, 
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“For your enemies. 


Ali said, I see traces of it in you.’ 
The man replied, It is for you, O Commander of the Faithful.” 


The Commander of the Faithful, peace be upon him, said: 
“We are the leaders of the Muslims and the proof of Allah over the 
worlds. We are the security for the inhabitants of the heavens and the 
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earth. Were it not for us, the earth would swallow its inhabitants. 


The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his family, said: 
“Allah chose me and selected me, and made me the leader of the 
Muslims and chose for me a minister from my family, and made him 
the leader of the successors. Life with him is happiness, and death 
with him is happiness. The first to believe in me and affirm my truth 
in the Torah, with my name linked to his, was my truthful wife 
Khadija, and Fatimah al-Zahra, my daughter, and my sons, the 
fragrances of this world and the leaders of the youth of Paradise. The 
Imams from his progeny are the proofs of Allah upon His creatures. 
Whoever follows them will be saved from the fire, and whoever 
emulates them will be guided to the straight path. Allah has not 
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granted His love to a servant except that he enters Paradise.’ 
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From Sa’id bin Al-Musayyib, from ‘Abdullah bin Urwah, who said: I 
said, 

“O Messenger of Allah, guide me to salvation (najaat)”’ 

He said: 

“When desires diverge, and opinions split, hold fast to Ali ibn Abi 
Talib, for he is the Imam of my nation and my successor after me. He 
is the one who distinguishes between truth and falsehood. Whoever 
asks him, he will answer; whoever seeks his guidance, he will guide; 
whoever seeks the truth from him will find it; whoever seeks guidance 
with him will encounter it; whoever seeks refuge with him will find 
security; whoever clings to him will be saved; whoever follows him 
will be guided. O Ibn Samurah, be safe, for whoever submits to him 
and supports him will be safe, while whoever rejects him and opposes 
him will perish. O Ibn Samurah, Ali is from me, and I am from him. 
His soul is my soul, his essence is my essence. He is my brother, and I 
am his brother. His wife is the Masteress of the women of the worlds, 
from the past and the future. His sons, Hasan and Husayn, are the 
masters of the people of Paradise. And nine from the progeny of 
Husayn are the chiefs of the prophets, the ninth being their Qa'im 
(Mahdi), who will fill the earth with justice and equity, just as it was 
filled with oppression and tyranny.” 


Narrated by Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him: The 
Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said: 


“Indeed, Allah the Almighty commanded me to appoint Ali as an 
Imam, a ruler, and a successor, and to take him as a brother, a 
minister, and a guardian. He is the righteous leader of the believers; 
his command is my command, his judgement is my judgement, and his 
obedience is my obedience. Therefore, you must obey him and avoid 
disobeying him, for he is the sincere friend of this nation, its 
differentiator, its guide, its Harun, its Yusha, its Asif, its Simon, its 
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gate, its ark of salvation, and its Saul. He is the possessor of the two 
horns, the great proof, and the firmest handle. He is the leader of the 
people of the world, and indeed, he is with the truth, and the truth is 
with him. He is the divider of Paradise; no enemy of his will enter it, 
and no one will be driven away from it who is his friend. He is the 
divider of Hell; no friend of his will enter it, and no enemy of his will 
be spared from it. Indeed, the Walayah of Ali is the guardianship of 
Allah, and loving him is worshipping Allah. Following him is an 
obligation from Allah, and his allies are the allies of Allah. His enmity 
is the enmity of Allah, and his peace is the peace of Allah.” 


The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said to 
Ali: 

“O Ali, your status among my nation is like the status of Surah 
al-Ikhlas (112) in the Quran. Whoever recites it once, it is as if he has 
recited one-third of the Quran; whoever recites it twice, it is as if he 
has recited two-thirds of the Quran, and whoever recites it three 
times, it is as if he has completed the entire Quran. Whoever loves you 
with his tongue has completed one-third of faith, and whoever loves 
you with his tongue and heart has completed two-thirds of faith, and 
whoever loves you with his hand, heart, and tongue has completed 
faith in its entirety. By the One who sent me as a Prophet with the 
truth, if the people of the earth were to love you as the inhabitants of 
the heavens love you, Allah would not punish anyone with Hellfire. O 
Ali, Gabriel gave me glad tidings from the Lord of the Worlds, saying: 

“O Muhammad, give glad tidings to your brother Ali that I will not 
punish anyone who befriends him, nor will I show mercy to anyone 
who opposes Him. 
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Narrated by Sa'id ibn Jubayr from Aisha, she said: 


“The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said one 
day to Ali: ‘You are the master of the Arabs.’ So I said: 

‘O Messenger of Allah, are you not the master of the Arabs?’ 

He said: ‘I am the master of the children of Adam, and Ali is the 
master of the Arabs.” 

So I said: “And what is the master?” 

He said: “One whose obedience I have made obligatory just as my 
obedience is obligatory.” 

And he said to Ali, peace be upon him: 

“You are to me like Shith (Seth) was to Adam, and like Shem was to 
Noah, and like Ishak was to Ibrahim, and like Aaron was to Moses, 
and like Simon was to Jesus, except that there will be no prophet after 
me. O Ali, you are my guardian and my successor, and whoever 
disputes with you in Islam after me is not part of Islam in any way. I 
will be his opponent on the Day of Resurrection. O Ali, you are the 
best of my nation in virtue, the foremost of them in peace, the most 
knowledgeable among them, the most forbearing, the bravest in heart, 
and the most generous in hand. You are the Imam after me, and you 
are the minister, and you are the distributor of Paradise and Hell, 
distinguishing between the righteous and the wicked, the good from 
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the evil, and the believers from the disbelievers.’ 


Narrated by Ibn Abbas: 
“I saw Jabir ibn Abdullah leaning on a cane, walking in the alleys of 
the Ansar, saying: “O people of the Ansar, educate your children with 
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love for Ali. Whoever refuses, then consider the state of his mother.’ 
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And Ibn Abbas also reported that the Messenger of Allah, peace and 
blessings be upon him, said: 

“O Ali, whoever loves you has indeed loved me, and whoever insults 
you has indeed insulted me. O Ali, you are of me and I am of you. 
Your soul is from my soul, and your clay is from my clay. Allah, the 
Exalted, created me and you, chose me for prophethood, and chose 
you for Imamate. Whoever denies your Imamate has indeed denied my 
prophethood. O Ali, you are my successor and my caliph. Your 
command is my command, and your prohibition is my prohibition. I 
swear by the One who sent me with prophethood and made me the 
best of creation, indeed, you are the proof of Allah to His creatures, 
His trustee over His revelation, and His caliph over His servants. You 
are the guardian of every Muslim, the leader of every believer, and the 
guide of every pious person. Through your Walayah, my nation is 
blessed, and through your enmity, the deviant faction of it is cursed. 
The caliphs after me are twelve, and you are the first among them. 
And the last among them is the Ou im, through whom Allah will open 
the east and the west of the earth. It will be as if I am looking at you 
while you stand on the edge of Hell, with its sparks flying, its flames 
rising, and its heat intensifying. You will be holding its reins, and Hell 
will say to you: ‘Quench me, O Ali, for your light has extinguished my 
flames.” And you will reply to it: “Cool down, O Hell, take this and 
leave that. ” 


And he (peace be upon him and his family) said: 

“Whoever writes down one of the virtues of Ali, the angels will 
continue to seek forgiveness for him. And whoever mentions one of his 
virtues, Allah will forgive his past and future sins. The faith of a 
servant is not complete except through his love and allegiance. 
Indeed, the angels draw near to Allah, the Exalted, through their love 
for him. Whoever from our Shia memorises forty Hadiths, Allah will 


*! Allusion to al-Hadith al-Haqiqa, between the Prince of the Bees and the 
companion Kumayl 
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resurrect him on the Day of Judgment as a jurist, a scholar, and will 
forgive him.” 


And from Sa'id bin Jubair, from Kitab al-Amali, he said: 

“I came to Ibn Abbas to ask him about Ali ibn Abi Talib and the 
differences among people regarding him. He said: ‘O Ibn Jubair, have 
you come to ask me about the best of this nation after Mihammad, 
peace be upon him and his family? Have you come to ask me about a 
man who has three thousand virtues in one night - which is the Night 
of the Ransom - the successor of the Apostle of God, peace be upon 
him and his family, his heir, the companion of his Pond (al Had), his 
standard-bearer? Then he said: By the One who chose Muhammad as 
the Seal of His Prophets, if the trees of the world were pens and its 
people were scribes, and they wrote about the virtues and merits of 
Ali from the day Allah created the world until its end, they would not 
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have recorded a fraction of what Allah has granted him of virtue.’ 


And the Apostle of Allah, peace be upon him and his family, said: 

“I am the master of the prophets and my successor is the master of 
successors. Indeed, Allah revealed to Adam: O Adam, I have 
honoured the prophets with prophethood and made successors for 
them, and I made them the best of my creation. So Adam advised his 
son Sheeth, and Sheeth advised his son Sinaan, and Sinaan advised 
his son Mahlath, and Mahlath advised his son Mahqoogq, and 
Mahqoog advised his son 'Tythaam, and 'Tythaam advised his son 
Anookh, who is Idris, and Idris advised Nahoor, and Nahoor advised 
Noah, and Noah advised Sam, and Sam advised 'Aabir, and 'Aabir 
advised Buraanah, and Buraanah advised Yafith, and Yafith advised 
Abrar, and Abrar advised Khafisa, and Khafisa advised 'Imraan, and 
Imraan advised to Ibrahim, and Ibrahim to Isma'eel, and Isma'eel to 
Ishaq, and Ishaq to Yaqoob, and Yaqoob to Yusuf, and Yusuf to 
Shariya, and Shariya to Shu'ayb, and Shu'ayb to Musa, and Musa to 
Yusha' bin Noon, and Yusha' to Dawood, and Dawood to Sulaiman, 
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And Solomon advised Asif bin Barkhiya, and Asif advised Zakariya, 
and Zakariya handed her over to Isa (Jesus) the Anointed One, and 
Isa advised Shamoun, and Shamoun advised Yahya, and Yahya 
advised Mundhir, and Mundhir advised Salimah, and Salimah handed 
the advise to Burdah, and Burdah to me. And I will hand over to you, 
O Ali, and you will hand over to Hasan, and Hasan will hand over to 
Husayn, and Husayn will hand over to his successors until it reaches 
the best of the heirs after you. The nation will deny you, and they will 
differ about you. Those who remain steadfast with you will be like 
those who remain steadfast with me, and those who deviate from you 
will end up in the Fire, and the Fire is the abode of the disbelievers..”’ 
And indeed, Allah has appointed for every prophet enemies among 
the devils of mankind and jinn. A disputant objected, saying: 

“How do you renew the evidence (such and such) on Ali (peace be 
upon him) opposing this instruction when he concealed it after this 
clear evidence in favor of Ali?” 

So I said to him: “Do you not know, as every Muslim knows, that the 
Jews and the Christians concealed the text of Moses and Jesus 
regarding Mihammad, peace be upon him and his family, and forgot 
his name mentioned in the Torah and the Gospel, which is mentioned 
explicitly in the Quran? They turned away from it, denied it, 
concealed it, and did not pay attention to it. The people of Musa bore 
witness to Musa appointing his brother Aaron as his successor, and 
when Moses was absent from them, they turned to the calf and wanted 
to kill Harun, as the Quran clearly states. The Jews denied the clear 
evidence about Muhammad, peace be upon him and his family, in 
their book out of ignorance and a desire for leadership. Likewise, 
those who deviated from them also erred seeking leadership and out 
of envy for the blessings and virtues. Hasn't the Prophet, peace be 
upon him and his family, said: 

“This nation will divide into seventy-three sects, one of which will be 
saved, and the rest will be in the Fire? 
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This is a clear excuse for Ali, peace be upon him, and his progeny and 
their patience regarding their rights, because it 1s not possible for one 
group to overpower seventy-two others. Where are the supporters of 
theirs, and the Quran has excused the majority of them? 


Indeed, Allah, glorified be He, has provided evidence of His 
knowledge that is more explicit than the evidence He provided for His 
saints in the east and the west regarding His sovereignty and the signs 
indicating His existence and beginning. Every rational being testifies 
to the existence of the Creator and His power. However, there have 
been people who denied and rejected the existence of the Creator, and 
only a few believed in His Oneness. At that point, clarification 
becomes necessary to dispel confusion. The steadfastness upon you is 
like my own steadfastness, and deviation from you leads to the Fire, 
and the Fire is the abode of the disbelievers. Indeed, Allah has 
appointed enemies for every prophet among the devils of mankind 
and jinn, as well as among the criminals. The enemy of Adam was 
Iblis, the enemy of Sulayman was the rebellious jinn, the enemies of 
Sheeth were the offspring of Cain, the enemy of Idris was the 
deceiver, the enemy of Nuh was 'Awju and Ajj, and the enemy of 
Salih was the disbelievers. 


And the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his family, said: 
“The love for my family benefits the one who loves them in seven 
formidable situations: at the time of death, in the grave, upon rising 
from the graves, at the scattering of the scrolls, at the balance, and at 
the Bridge. So, whoever wishes to be safe in these situations, let him 
follow Ali after me, and let him hold firmly to the strong bond of Ali 
ibn Abi Talib, peace be upon him, and his progeny after him. For they 
are my successors and my allies, their knowledge is my knowledge, 
their forbearance is my forbearance, their manners are my manners, 
and their love is my love. They are the leaders of the saints and the 
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guides of the righteous, the remainder of the prophets. Their enemies 
are my enemies, and their adversaries are my adversaries.” 


And the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his family, said 
to Hullayfah ibn al-Vaman: 

“O Hullayfah, Ali is the proof of Allah. Belief in him is belief in 
Allah, disbelief in him is disbelief in Allah, associating partners with 


him is associating partners with Allah, doubting him is doubting 
Allah, apostasy from him is apostasy from Allah, and denying him is 
denying Allah. Belief in him is belief in Allah. Two men may perish 
because of him without any sin: the one who loves him excessively 
and the one who hates him. 


And the Apostle of God, peace be upon him and his family, said: 
“Hold fast to the handle of the extended (outstretched) palm, Ali ibn 
Abi Talib, for he is the greatest truthful one and the greatest 
discriminator between truth and falsehood. Whoever loves him, Allah 
loves him, and whoever hates him, Allah hates him, and whoever 
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turns away from him, Allah has denied him his due.’ 


The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, once said while holding 
the hands of Hasan and Husayn, may peace be upon them: 

“I am the Messenger of Allah, and these two, the sweet-scented ones, 
are my grandsons, my dear ones. Whoever loves them and loves their 
father and mother will be with me on the Day of Judgment and in my 
station. Know that Allah created one hundred and twenty-four 
thousand prophets; I am the most honoured among them by Allah 5 
decree, not out of pride. He also created one hundred and twenty-four 
thousand successors; Ali is the most honoured and the best among 
them in the sight of Allah. Verily, Allah will raise people on the Day of 
Judgment whose faces will be radiant with light, sitting on thrones of 
light, wearing garments of light, in the shade of the Throne of the 
Most Merciful. They will be in a position similar to that of the 
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prophets, although they are not prophets, and similar to that of the 
martyrs, although they are not martyrs. A man asked, ‘O Messenger 
of Allah, am I one of them?’ The Prophet replied, ‘No.’ Another man 
asked the same question, and again the Prophet said, 'No.' Then they 
asked, ‘Who are they, O Messenger of Allah?’ He placed his noble 
hand on the shoulder of Ali and said, ‘These are Ali and his 
followers. Verily, Ali and the two grandsons from his progeny are the 
Word of Allah, the Pillar of Faith, and the Strong Rope of Allah. Their 
names are like the most beautiful stars in my nation. Whoever follows 
them will be saved, and whoever turns away from them will drown, 
just like those who boarded Noah's Ark were saved while those who 
stayed behind drowned. They are like shining stars in my nation, and 
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whenever one of them sets, another rises until the Day of Judgment. 


Al-Suddi reported regarding the verse: “And among those We 
created is a community who guides by truth and thereby 
establishes justice,“ saying, “The followers of Ali establish justice 
by guiding towards the truth and adhering to the upright religion, 
which is the love of Ali and his progeny.” 


And it was narrated that Ibn Abbas said: 
“Gabriel will sit on the gate of Paradise on the Day of Judgment, and 
none will enter it except those who have a certificate of love for Ali. 


Furthermore, it was narrated in his exegesis by Al-Waqidi from 
Al-Suddi and Sufyan al-Thawri that the Sirat al-Mustaqim mentioned 
in the verse: “Guide us to the straight path (the Sirat al-Mustaqim) 
* refers to the love of Ali. This indicates the importance of the love 
and adherence to Ali and his progeny as essential components of faith 
and righteousness in Islam. 


92 Quran 7:181 
Quran 1:6 
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From al-Amali, narrated by Ibn Abbas, he said: 
The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said: 
“When I ascended to the seventh heaven, and from there to the Lote 
Tree of the Utmost Boundary, and then to the Veil of Light, my Lord, 
glorified and exalted be He, called me. He said, ‘O Miihammad, you 
are My servant and I am your Lord, so submit to Me. Worship Me 
alone and rely on Me. I am pleased with you as My servant, My 
beloved, and My Messenger, and I have appointed Ali as your 
successor and the Gate. I have made him My Proof over My servants 
and a Guardian for My creation. Through him, My religion will be 
established, My boundaries preserved, and My commands executed. 
He will distinguish My enemies from My allies, and through the 
Imams from his progeny, My mercy will be extended to My servants. 
By the Qaim, the Mahdi, My glorification, sanctification, exaltation, 
and glorification will be proclaimed. Through him, My earth will be 
purified of My enemies, and through him, My servants and My lands 
will be revived. Through him, the treasures and bounties will be 
displayed, and through him, the secrets and consciences will be 
revealed. I will support him with My saints and assist him with My 
angels. He is truly My guardian and the guide of My servants. ” 


From Kitab al-Manaqib, narrated by Ibn Umar, he said: 

I asked the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, 
about Ali ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, saying: 

“O Messenger of Allah, what is Ali's status in relation to you?” 

He became angry and then said: 

“What is wrong with people mentioning a man whose status with 
Allah is like mine and whose position is like mine, except for 
Prophethood? O Ibn Umar, Ali is to me like the soul to the body, like 
the self to the self, like the light to the light, like the head to the body, 
and like the waistband to the shirt. O son of Umar, whoever loves Ali 
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has loved me, and whoever loves me has loved Allah. Whoever hates 
Ali has hated me, and whoever hates me has incurred the wrath and 
curse of Allah. Whoever loves Ali will be given his book in his right 
hand and will undergo an easy reckoning. Whoever loves Ali will not 
depart from this world until he drinks from the Fountain of Kawthar 
and eats from the fruits of Paradise, and sees his place in Paradise. 
Whoever loves Ali will find the pangs of death easy, and his grave will 
be a garden from the gardens of Paradise. Whoever loves Ali, Allah 
will grant him intercession through each of his body parts with eighty 
members of his household. Whoever recognizes Ali and loves him, 
Allah will send the Angel of Death to him as He sends to the prophets, 
and protect him from the horrors of the grave. A procession will be 
made for him in his grave, and on the Day of Resurrection, he will be 
escorted to Paradise with a bright face, like a bride being escorted to 
her husband. Whoever loves Ali, Allah will shade him under His 
throne and grant him security on the Day of the Great Terror. 
Whoever loves Ali, Allah will accept his good deeds and admit him to 
Paradise safely. Whoever loves Ali will be named the Trustworthy of 
Allah on His earth. Whoever loves Ali will have placed upon his head 
the crown of honour inscribed with the words ‘The Companions of 
Paradise are the winners, and the followers of Ali are the successful 
ones. Whoever loves Ali will pass over the Sirat (bridge) like a 
lightning bolt. Whoever loves Ali will not have his deeds spread out 
for him nor a scale set up for him; instead, the gates of Paradise will 
be opened for him eightfold. Whoever loves Ali and dies upon his 
love, the angels will shake his hand and the souls of the prophets will 
visit him. Whoever dies upon the love of Ali, I guarantee him 
Paradise. Indeed, Allah has a gate through which whoever enters will 
be saved from the Fire, and that is the love of Ali. Whoever loves Ali, 
Allah will give him, for every vein in his body and every hair on his 
body, a city in Paradise. O Ibn ‘Umar, Ali is the master of the 
successors and the leader of the righteous. He is my successor over 
all people, the father of the valiant. His obedience is my obedience, 
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and knowing him is knowing me. O son of Umar, by the One who sent 
me with the truth as a prophet, if one of you were to stand at the 
Kaaba worshipping Allah for a thousand years, then for a thousand 
years fasting during the day and praying during the night, and if he 
had wealth filling the earth which he spent in charity, and if he freed 
slaves, and if he was martyred after all this goodness between Safa 
and Marwa, then on the Day of Resurrection, if he harboured any 
enmity towards Ali, Allah will not accept any of his deeds, nor will He 
divert him, and he will be thrown into the Fire and gathered with the 
losers.” 


Ali, the Commander of the Faithful, peace be upon him, is the chosen 
one through divine appointment, selected from the purified clay, 
ruling with justice in all matters. He is of noble lineage, the Imam of 
all creation, the father of the righteous offspring, the lion of battles 
and the reliever of sorrows. He never fled from a battle nor struck 
with his sword except to triumph. He never encountered a battalion 
except it was defeated, and he never fought under a banner except it 
was victorious. No hero escaped his prowess, no brave man withstood 
his sword, and no covert operation he led failed. His retreat spanned 
forty arm lengths, while his advance was twice as swift. On the day of 
Uhud, he struck down the disbeliever, cutting him and his horse in 
half, then dispersed seventy thousand soldiers amassed against him. 
His feats bewildered both foes and angels alike. These are divine 
qualities and signs of divine favour, the brave lion, the heroic 
champion, the resolute speaker, and the eloquent orator. His followers 
are virtuous, and his love for Allah is the path to divine acceptance. 
Whoever loves him in life and after his passing, Allah decrees for him 
security and faith. 

The sun rises and sets upon it. And here I say: 

“Is it the sun or the light of the shrine that shines? 

Is it musk or the fragrance of the testament that permeates? 

Is it the sea of dew or the garden of guidance that captivates? 
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Is it Adam or the secret of the Lord's mercy, Nuh? 

Is it Dawud or Sulayman who follows? 

Is it Harun or Musa with the staff, or the Messiah and Ahmad? 
This is the chosen one or his successor, Ali, 

His name is Hashim, and his sacrifice is Ibrahim. 

The glory of the moon, the star of heaven, 

And the dawn of majesty in all beings. 

Beloved, beloved of God, indeed his secret, 

And the eye of creation, indeed the soul of all beings. 
For him is the covenant on the Day of Ghadir, 

And his praise from God in the manifest remembrance. 
He is the clear Imam when one comes with his love, 
For his scale on the Day of Reckoning is heavy. 

He has followers like stars, radiant, 

When he comes, foes are laid low. 

Upon you be the peace of Allah, O banner of guidance, 
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A peaceful peace that soothes and prevails. 


Allah, exalted be He, said: 

“So set thy purpose (O Mūhammád) for religion as a man by 
nature upright - the nature (framed) of Allah, in which He hath 
created man. There is no altering (the laws of) Allah's creation. 
That is the right religion, but most men know not“ 

Ibn Abbas said: It is in three words: 

“There is no god but Allah, Mihammad is the Messenger of Allah, Ali 
is the Wali of Allah.” Each one of these is tied to the other, and each is 
responsible for it in the grave, and they are indicated by His saying: 
“(O man), follow not that whereof thou hast no knowledge. Lo! 
the hearing and the sight and the heart - of each of these it will be 
asked.“ . So, hearing is for Tawhid, sight is for Nubuwwa, and the 
heart is for Walayah. 


4 Quran 30:30 
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The religion is justice, Allah is just, and justice is the straight 
measure. The measure is the balance, and religion is Walayah. 


Ali is al-Mizan of the day of Reckoning 


Allah, glorified be He, said: 

“And We set a just balance for the Day of Resurrection so that no 
soul is wronged in aught. Though it be of the weight of a grain of 
mustard seed, We bring it. And We suffice for reckoners.””°. 


Ibn Abbas said: 

“The scales are the prophets and the saints. And the scale implies the 
necessity of two witnesses and two balances. So, the first balance is: 
“There is no god but Allah, and its elevated balance is: 
“Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah” standing with justice. And 
the other balance is: Ali is the Wali of Allah,” and this is indicated 
by His saying: "And the heaven He raised and imposed the balance.” 
The Prince of the Bees (peace be upon him) said: 

“The heaven is the Messenger of Allah, and the balance is Ali, 
because by his love, deeds are weighed. And His saying: “And the sky 
He hath uplifted; and He hath set the measure, means: do not 
deprive Ali of his right, for whoever is ignorant of his right, there is 
no balance for him. 


9 Quran 21:47 
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And it is narrated regarding His saying: 

“Allah it is Who hath revealed the Scripture with truth, and the 
Balance (mizan). How canst thou know? It may be that the Hour 
is nigh.””®. 

Ibn Abbas said: 

“The Scripture is the Quran, and the balance is Wilayah. ” 

And Ali ibn Ibrahim said: 

“The Scripture is Ali, and the balance is also Ali, because if you do 
not have Wilayah, there is no religion or Scripture. Because the 
religion is perfected by it and certainty is established by it. The 
Wilayah is the balance of the servants on the Day of Resurrection. So 
when the heavens and the earth and all that is between them of the 
standing and towering are placed opposite (and they say) “There is 
no god but Allah, it does not require a weight for it. But when it is 
Wilayah, which is Ali is the Wali of Allah,” is placed opposite it, the 
balance tilts because the Wilayah is accompanied by Tawhid and 
Nubuwwa, as it is part of Tawhid. And part of Nubuwwa, so it 
encompasses the secret of Tawhid. And Nubuwwais the seal of both, 
because “There is no god but Allah” is the essence of faith, and 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah’ is the confirmation of Islam, 
and “Ali is the Wali of Allah’ is the essence of Islam and faith, 
encompassing both the outward and the inward. Therefore, if a 
servant comes on the Day of Resurrection with mountains of righteous 
deeds in their balance, but does not have the Wilayah of Ali, which is 
the perfection of religion, and the balance do not tilt in favour of it, 
then it is not complete, as the religion of Mihammad is the perfection 
of all religions, the seal of all laws for the prophets, and a 
confirmation of the messengers. And the love for Ali is the perfection 
of this perfection, the seal of this seal, and the completion of this 
completion. The perfection of perfection is the highest degree of 
perfection, and perfection is beauty. Therefore, the love for Ali is the 
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perfection of all religions, because Allah did not send a prophet to 
call people to Him and guide His servants to Him except that He took 
allegiance for Ali, willingly or unwillingly. So any religion without the 
love for Ali and his guardianship is incomplete, and what is 
incomplete is deficient, and what is deficient is neither accepted, nor 
weighed, nor presented, because Allah only accepts what is good. 
This is indicated by His saying: “The weighing on that day is the 
true (weighing). As for those whose scale (mizân) is heavy, they 
are the suecessful.“ . And the truth is justice, and justice is Wilayah. 
Because the truth is Ali (al-haqq maj ali), whoever completes their 
scales with the love for Ali will return successful. This is indicated by 
His saying: 

“Who will inherit paradise. There they will abide.““, referring to 
the people of Wilayah who have received care from Allah. And it is 
indicated by His saying: “Unto Him good words ascend”. Ibn 
Abbas said: The good word is “There is no god but Allah, Mihammad 
is the Messenger of Allah,’ and righteous deeds elevate it. The 
righteous deed is the love for Ali, so any deed without the love for Ali 
does not elevate. And what does not elevate is not heard. And what is 
not heard does not benefit. And what does not elevate, does not hear, 
and does not benefit, is void, astray, and scattered dust. 


This argument is supported and this indication is confirmed by the 
fact that Gabriel is the leader of the angels, the prophets are the 
leaders of the people of the earth, and the messengers are the leaders 
of the prophets, and each of them is the leader of the people of their 
time. And Mihammad, peace be upon him and his family, is the 
master of the prophets and messengers and the master of all creation, 
because he is the opener, the sealer, the first, and the last. He has the 
highest rank and the final seal, because without him, they would not 
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have been created or existed. Therefore, his honour is greater than all 
others, and Gabriel is his servant and the prophets are his deputies. 
Because they were sent to invite people to Allah, inform them about 
Mihammad’s Nubuwwa, witness to his grace over all, testify to Ali's 
Walayah, follow his love, and ‘Ali is the authority of Mihammad’s 
message, its sword, its completion, and its seal. Its evidence is His 
saying: “And grant me a helper from my family“ (Quran 20:29), 
meaning Ali, a prince, a minister. So Mihammad is the master of the 
heavens and the earth, and Ali is the same master, his soul, his flesh, 
his blood, his brother, his youth, his companion, his helper, his 
redeemer, the authority of his message, his sword, and its completion. 


Therefore, Ali is the master of the people of the heavens and the earth, 
their prince, their guardian, and their ruler. He is more entitled to them 
than themselves, because he is Allah's trustee and his prince, his 
guardian, and his father in clay over humans and djinn. He is the 
leader of the youth of the people of paradise (sayyid al-shabaab ahl 
al-jannah), so whoever dwells in paradise, whether from humans or 
jinn, Hasan and Husayn are their leaders. And the people of paradise 
are the leaders of creation, so Hasan and Husayn are the leaders of 
leaders, and no one rules the people of the Hereafter except the one 
who governs the people of this world, and their father is better than 
both of them according to the consensus of hadith, for the 
Commander of the Faithful is the master of the masters of this world 
and the Hereafter. His wife, Fatimah al-Zahra, is the leaderess of the 
women because she is the fruit of Nubuwwa and the flesh of the 
message, the sun of majesty and the abode of protection, and the 
remaining part of prophethood, the source of mercy, and the origin of 
honour and wisdom. He is the master, the son of the master, the 
brother of the master, the father of the masters, the companion of the 
masters and the increase of the masters. He is the guardian whose love 
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brings security and whose hatred brings disgrace, and knowing him is 
certainty. The evidence for this is indicated by His saying: 

“Had it not been for the grace of Allah and His mercy unto you, 
and that Allah is Clement, Merciful, (ye had been undone).” 

The mercy is Mihammad, and the favour is ‘Ali. The evidence is His 
saying: 

“Say: In the bounty of Allah and in His mercy: therein let them 
rejoice. It is better than what they hoard.”!”, meaning by the 
religion of Muhammad and the Walayah of Ali. Because of them, 
creation was brought into existence, and through them, provision was 
bestowed upon it. 


For whatever a person sees, it is either beauty or excellence. Beauty 
and excellence are represented by them. As for beauty, the evidence 
for it is his (Upon him and his family peace and prayers) saying: 
“The first thing Allah created was My light”. It is the light flowing in 
the entities and individuals. As for excellence, him saying is 
exellence: “J am from Allah and all are from me”. So all are for his 
sake and by his grace. He is beauty and excellence, as it is said: 


Everything I see is adorned by his beauty, 

And every imagination that comes to me is of him. 
Every breeze I feel carries his scent, 

And every word I hear is his utterance. 

I have the honour of praising his face with my mouth, 
And the generosity of his hand with its gifts. 

No one knows love except the passionate lover, 

For whom love has been said and spoken of. 


And that is because he is the source of all things. And whoever is the 
source of all things, their return to him is necessary. Their beginning 
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is from you, and their return is to you. And whoever is the origin and 
the return, the reigns of affairs are entrusted to him. So guide and lead 
them with your hand, and in whose hand is guidance and leadership, 
to him you shall return. 


And when the suns of secrets (shamus al-asrar) rose from the horizons 
of care, and the flashes of secrets sparkled from the dawns of 
guidance, I realised that the Living, the Eternal (al-Hayy al-Qayyum), 
whose name is exalted, bestowed the favour of the Mihammadan 
presence by making its light the first overflow, and making 

All lights emanate from it (the Mihammadan presence), radiate from 
it, and it has the foremost precedence, so it surpasses all, excels over 
all, encompasses all, and Allah is behind them encompassing. Thus, I 
was as it was said: 

“I abandoned Layla's love and Sd dis solitude, 

And turned to the Beloved, the First in Abode. 

The thorns cried out, 'Woe to you, what folly is this? 
These are abodes of those you love, descend!' 

I wove for them a delicate yarn of affection, 

Yet found no weaver for it but me, so I broke my spindle. ” 
Or as it is said: 

“Transfer your heart's feelings as best you can, 

For love is only for the Beloved, the First.” 


So know that Allah, glorified be He, has never favoured a servant 


with knowledge of Mihammad and love for Ali and then punished 
him, nor has He ever deprived a servant and then showed him mercy. 


The Unity of Light and Its Meaning 


Mühammäd and Ali are one eternal light, but they are named 
separately to distinguish the Prophet from the Imam, just as the One is 
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distinguished from the Supreme (al-Ahad). So, every Supreme 
One(Ahad Wahid) is singular and does not reflect, and likewise, every 
Prophet is a guardian and does not reflect. Therefore, on the Day of 
Judgment, deeds will only be weighed by love for Ali, because 
Walayah is the scale, as mentioned earlier. 


The impact of loving Ali and obeying him 


Tawhid has no counterpart, whether minor or major. Similarly, the 
love for Ali, if it is present on the scales (al-miyazin), nothing 
diminishes it from sins minor or major. Hence, if his love is on the 
scales, there is no wrongdoing, and if it is absent, there is no 
goodness. This is because good deeds are realised through loving him, 
and sins are incurred by disliking him. Loving him is a good deed that 
does not harm despite sins, and disliking him is a sin that does not 
benefit despite good deeds. This is indicated by the statement: “Save 
him who repenteth and believeth and doth righteous work; as for 
such, Allah will change their evil deeds to good deeds. Allah is 
ever Forgiving, Merciful.”'” 

“And We shall turn unto the work they did and make it scattered 
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On the Day of Resurrection, there are only believers, disbelievers, and 
hypocrites (munafiqũn). The disbeliever has no deeds to be weighed, 
nor does the hypocrite. Hence, it is determined that those mentioned 
are sinning believers. This is due to the expansive mercy of the Most 
Merciful. Because whoever brings faith, their record is firmly 
established in the realm of judgement, for its foundation is 
monotheism, its witnesses are prophethood, and its registry is 
guardianship. Therefore, faith in God is obligatory for them. The 
believer is vindicated on the Day of Judgment. As for the hypocrite, 
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he strives in the world, having lost the foundation and clung to the 
branch. The branch does not stand except with the foundation, and if 
there is no foundation, there is no branch. So, he strives in vain, but 
he is utterly lost. This is indicated by His saying: 


“Those whose effort goeth astray in the life of the world, and yet 
they reckon that they do good work.“ 0 So, when the Day of 
Resurrection arrives, he will not see anything of what he thought he 
would encounter. Because the hypocrite has no proof for his deeds, 
they are based on mere conjecture. And conjecture does not avail 
against the truth, because what has no proof has no basis, and what 
has no basis has no branch. Therefore, there is no acceptance or 
existence for it. As for the hypocrite, he has no proof, so he has no 
basis or branch. Thus, he has no faith, and there is no salvation for 
him. 


The evidence is what was narrated by the Companion of Unveiling 
(sahib al-kashf) (ismaili book?) from a Hadith Qudsi from the Most 
High that He said: 

“I will admit to Paradise whoever obeys Ali, even if he disobeys me, 
and I will admit to Hellfire whoever disobeys him, even if he obeys 
me” This is a symbol of beauty because loving Ali is complete faith, 
and with complete faith, sins do not harm. Hence, His saying: 

“Even if he disobeys me, I forgive him out of generosity and admit 
him to Paradise due to his faith. Hence, he has Paradise due to faith, 
and due to loving Ali, forgiveness and pardon.” 

His saying: 

And I will admit to Hellfire whoever disobeys him, even if he obeys 
me, is because if one does not support Ali, there is no faith for him. 
Therefore, obeying him there is figuratively without faith. 
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The truth is that obedience, in reality, is accompanied by the love for 
Ali, which encompasses all deeds. Whoever loves Ali has indeed 
obeyed Allah, and whoever obeys Allah is saved. Therefore, whoever 
loves Ali is saved. Know that the love for Ali is faith, and rejecting 
him is disbelief. There are only lovers and haters. For the lover, there 
is no sin, thus no accountability, and whoever is not held accountable, 
Paradise is their abode. As for the hater, there is no faith for them, and 
whoever lacks faith, Allah does not regard them. Their obedience is 
the essence of disobedience, so their enemy is doomed. Even if they 
bring the good deeds of all people, their enemy is doomed, and their 
ally is saved even if their ears are saturated with sins. Where are sins 
in the presence of radiant faith? Or where are shortcomings in the 
presence of the elixir? The punishment for the hater cannot be 
described, and the love for Ali cannot be overstated or described. So, 
congratulations to his allies and disgrace to his enemies. 


This is supported by what Ibn Abbas narrated: 

“A man came to the Messenger of Allah and said: ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, will the love for Ali benefit me on the Day of Resurrection?’ 
The Prophet said to him: I do not know until I ask Gabriel.’ So 
Gabriel descended hurriedly, and the Prophet said to him: ‘Does the 
love for Ali benefit him?’ He said: ‘I do not know until I ask Israfil.’ 
Then he ascended and asked Israfil, who said: ‘I do not know until I 
consult the Lord of Honor.’ Then Allah revealed to Israfil: ‘Tell 
Gabriel to say to Muhammad: You are from Me wherever you wish, 
and I and Ali are from you wherever you are from Me, and the love for 


Ali is from Me wherever Ali is from you.’?"°” 


This is also supported by what al-Razi narrated in his book 
(al-Marfu3a)), attributed to Ibn Abbas: “On the Day of Resurrection, 
Allah will command Malik to kindle the Fire, and Ridwan to embellish 
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Paradise. Then, He will extend the bridge and set up the scale of 
justice under the Throne. A caller will call out: ‘O Muhammad, bring 
your nation for reckoning.’ Then, seven bridges will be extended after 
every bridge, seven thousand years, and on each bridge, there will be 
angels seizing people. None will pass these bridges except those who 
support Ali and his household, as they recognize them and are 
recognized by them. Whoever does not recognize them will fall into 
the Fire, even if they had with them seventy thousand worshippers, 
because the scale will not be considered on the Day of Resurrection, 
and no person's foot will be firm on the bridge except with the love for 
Al R 


This is indicated by His saying: 

“Allah confirmeth those who believe by a firm saying in the life of 
the world and in the Hereafter, and Allah sendeth wrong-doers 
astray. And Allah doeth what He will.““ 

This means that in the world, their ally prevails over their opponent, 
and in the Hereafter, their foot remains firm. The evidence for this is 
what Ibn Abbas narrated: “The Messenger of Allah said to Ali: ‘The 
love for you does not solidify in the heart of a believer except that 


their foot will remain firm on the bridge until they enter Paradise. 


Allegiance to Ali and the Inability to Grasp 
His Essence 


O bird in the realm of imitation (=the reader), you do not seek refuge 
in the wisdom of the Wise (al-hakeem), nor do you graze in the 
pastures of scholars, and the love of love does not grow in your heart, 
nor do you find stability except within the veils of the book. How 
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0 Quran 14:27 
110 Bihar al-Anwar vol 27 


115 


long will you remain distant from the light? Veiled from joy, heedless 
of the secrets of lines, squandered on staring into the darkness of the 
written word. Can you not hear the call of the Most Merciful? 


Will they not reflect upon the Quran, or are their hearts locked shut? 
How long will you be like one who drinks from the sea, the more he 
drinks, the thirstier he becomes? Do you not know that Allah, the 
Exalted, created nineteen thousand worlds, with each world beginning 
with the light of the Prophet Muhammad’s presence, its secret being 
divine guardianship, and its conclusion being the guided caliphate and 
Fatimid infallibility? And all of this overflowed from the divine word 
(the Unseen), which is an Alif' without attachment, as they say: 

“An Alif with attachment, an 'Alif’ without attachment, an “Alif that 
stops at Him, and an Alif that is the culmination of all Alis“. 


He created it while being independent of its creation and entrusted it 
to the perfect guardian (Wali) i, for he is the guardian who 
established his position among creation. He is the absolute guardian 
and the just administrator, not to be questioned about his actions, for 
how can one question the one supported by wisdom? 


Designated with infallibility, desiring what Allah desires, for his 
actions are truth and justice. Allah does what He wills, for He wills 
only what Allah wills, for His heart is the abode of Allah's will, 
created by the Creator of all before all, and created everything for His 
sake, choosing him over all. He has been entrusted with the affairs 
and governance of all. He is the complete word, the judge on the Day 
of Judgment. And how could it be otherwise, when his followers will 
emerge on the Day of Resurrection, radiant as the white pages, 
adorned in green garments, safe from torment, entering Paradise 
without accountability. 


11 This idea is also espoused Abu Isa al-Murshidis proto-ismaili treatise 
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Evidence of this is what was narrated by the author of the book 
“al-Arba’een” from Anas ibn Malik who said: 

“On the Day of Judgment, a caller will call out, ‘O Ali, O Guardian, 
O Master, O Truthful one, O Guide, O Ascetic, O Youth, O Pure one. 
Come, you and your followers, to Paradise without any account.” 


This is supported by what was narrated by the author of the book 
“al-Nukhba” who said: “Two men argued about the caliphate of Ali 
and his leadership, so they went to Shurayk and asked him. He said to 
them: Al-A'mash narrated to me from Hu\\ayfa ibn al-Yaman from the 


Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, 
that he said: “Indeed, Allah created Ali a staff in Paradise. Whoever 
holds onto it is from the people of Paradise.” Hearing this, the man 
was amazed, so he went to Ibn al-Darraj. The man said: “Do not be 
amazed. Al-A'mash narrated to me from Abu Sa'id al-Khudri that the 
Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, 
said: “Indeed, Allah created a pillar of light within the two sides of 
the Throne, which none can reach except Ali and those who follow 
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nim. The man exclaimed: “If this is the case, then let's go to Waki’. 
They went to Waki' and informed him. He replied: “Do not be 
surprised. Al-A'mash narrated to me from Abu Sa'id al-Khudri that 
the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him and his 
Jamily, said: ‘The pillars of the Throne are only reached by Ali and 


IID 


his followers. The man acknowledged the virtue of Ali, peace be 


upon him.” 


From the book “al-Manaqib,” it is narrated that the Prophet, peace and 
blessings be upon him and his family, said: Indeed, Allah has a 
column of light that shines for the people of Paradise like the sun for 
the people of the world, which none can reach except Ali and his 
followers.” Furthermore, the ring of the gate of Paradise is made of 
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red ruby, its height is fifty years, and its plates are made of gold. 
When it is struck, it resonates and says: “O Ali.”""” 


How could it be otherwise? He is the Greatest Name by which all 
beings are activated, the Ruler who governs all existences. He is the 
First and the Last, the Manifest and the Hidden. He is the First with 
His lights and the Last with His creations, the Hidden with His 
secrets, and the Manifest with His signs. He is the station of the Most 
High Lord in the obligation of obedience, where His word is spoken 
and His march is manifested. He is like the command in the obligation 
of obedience, compliance with orders, the elevation above all 
existences, and the judgement over the creatures. However, He is not 
in His sacred and transcendent essence, which is beyond 
resemblances and likenesses, beyond form and example. There is no 
difference between Him and you except that they are His servants and 
He created you. 


This is supported by what is mentioned in a hadith Qudsi from the 
Most High Lord, where He says: 

“O My servant, obey Me, and I will make you like Me. I am 
Ever-Living, never dying; I will make you living, never dying. Iam 
Rich, never in need; I will make you rich, never in need. Whatever I 


will, it shall be; I will make whatever you will, it shall be. 15 


And among the signs of Allah is that He has servants who obey Him 
in what He wills, so He obeys them in what they will. They say to a 
thing “Be,” and it is. This is because when Allah chooses a servant, 
He clothes him with the robe of preference, and calls for him in the 
kingdoms with authority and reverence. He grants him absolute 
guardianship, so he becomes a servant to His presence, sincere in His 
guardianship, a guardian for His servants and creatures, and a 
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guardian in His kingdom. He is the executor and Wali (guardian) by 
the permission of the Most High Lord. Therefore, they say: “Keep us 
away from the gods who are worshipped besides You and make for us 


a deity to turn to, and say about us what you can. .””""4 


And that is as it has been said: 

“Keep away from them the speech of extremists and say what you can 
about their virtues. So when you enumerate the sky with the earth to 
their virtues, that is little.” 

And about them, peace be upon them, they said: 

“Be a beauty for us and not a disgrace upon us.” 

Indeed, there is no kinship between Allah and anyone from His 
creation. So whoever follows an Imam, let him act according to his 
deeds, for there is no salvation from the fire with us. And we have no 
argument against Allah, so beware of sinning against us and of 
extremism towards us. For verily, the extremists are the worst of 
Allah's creation; they belittle the greatness of Allah and claim 
lordship for the servants of Allah. Verily, the extremists are worse 
than the Jews, the Christians, the Zoroastrians, the Manicheans 
(Zanadiqa; can also be deviants), and those who associate partners 
with Allah. 

If a Mughali (extremist) dares to join the Shi’a community again, we 
reject him! The Mughali is accustomed to neglecting his prayers, and 
his works, so he cannot be back within the fold. The Muqassir, on the 
other hand, may return to the Group, because he at least prays and 
completes his works." 


114 Bihar al-Anwar vol 25, similar hadith is in Basa’ir al-Darajat pg 241. This is 
about someone who has became the Perfect Man; Insan al-Kamil. 

15 Within the mediaeval Heresiographical works of Twelver scholars, various 
accusations of the Ghulat rejecting the Dhahir is common, and this paragraph 
represents that. 
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And they, peace be upon them, said: 

“Exempt us from lordship and elevate us above the ranks of humanity 
- meaning the limitations that apply to you. So let no one judge us by 
human standards. For we excel in divine mysteries entrusted within 
human forms, and our speech is the divine word uttered through 
earthly bodies. Say after that what you are able to, for the sea does 
not bleed, and the greatness of Allah cannot be described. 


O you who stand amidst the walls of tradition, look at the truth from 
afar. Has it not reached you that the Prophet, peace be upon him and 
his family, softened the dry trunk towards him, and the camel kissed 
his feet? The moon split asunder due to his greatness, and pure water 
gushed forth from between his hands and flowed. Dry wood turned 
green in his hands and bore fruit. He could see what was behind him 
as clearly as what was before him when he looked. His heart did not 
sleep like his eyes did. His feet left no mark on sand, but they left an 
impression on stone. Clouds shaded him as he travelled. He rode the 
Buraq and traversed the seven heavens in less than the blink of an 
eye, the transparent essence. 


He who has no shadow like the shadow of humans. In that are signs 
for those who reflect. The Prince of the Bees, peace be upon him, 
participated with him in what was absent and present. He is the secret 
that none denies except those who reject and disbelieve, and the 
guardian to whom the deeds of humans are presented. This is 
indicated by his saying: “My appearance is leadership, and my inner 
self is unseen, beyond perception. ” 

They are apparitions in bodies, spirits in apparitions, lights in spirits, 
and mysteries in lights. They are the elite, the qualities, and the noble. 
This is indicated by his saying: “If it were not for Him, we would not 
have known God, and if it were not for God, we would not have 
known ourselves 
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As it was said: 

“Tf it were not for Him and us, 

What was would not have been, and so it is decreed, 

With Him, and us, and the phantom, 

He is the one who sees his own form, yet his essence remains 
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unknown.’ 


The Knowledge of the Family of 
Muhammad of the Unseen 


Herein, we shall present a glimpse of the secrets of the guided Imams, 
the pure leaders, the trustworthy Awliya’. We will mention their 
utterances of the unseen, their manifestation of miracles, and their 
revelation of hidden matters, as a rebuke to the people of ignorance 
who denied these states, prohibited these qualities, and claimed 
enmity against them. 


And how could they not have knowledge of the unseen? 

Those who claim knowledge of the unseen for the Imam and the 
Prophet do not claim it independently; rather, they claim that Allah 
informed His Prophet and his household about the unseen matters that 
no one else knew. If you wish, you can say: knowledge of the unseen 
in essence, without mediation from others, is the established 
knowledge of the necessity of existence, which is the essence itself. 
This is specific to Allah, and attributing it to anyone else is disbelief. 
As for the knowledge of the unseen that comes through the mediation 
of Allah, which is not the essence itself, this is what the Imams and 
the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) were informed about, as 
indicated by the verses and narrations. 
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Narrated by Abu Abdullah al-Sadig (peace be upon him): 

“By Allah, we have been granted the knowledge of the past and the 
future.” 

A man from his companions asked him: 

“May I be sacrificed for you, do you possess the knowledge of the 
unseen?” 

He (peace be upon him) replied: “Woe unto you! I know what is in 
the loins of men and the wombs of women. Control your desires, open 
your eyes, and reflect on your hearts. We are the proof of Allah in His 
creation, and this knowledge is not within the capacity of any 
believer's heart except those with a strong faith, like the strength of 
the mountains of Tihama, except by the permission of Allah. By Allah, 
if I wanted, I could enumerate every single thing upon which I have 
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knowledge. 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said to Ali: 
“Allah has informed me of whatever He willed of His unseen, 
revelation, and inspiration, and He has also informed you of it 


through inspiration.” '" 


And the Prince of the Bees (Upon him Peace) said: 
“I am the Companion of the Preserved Tablet; Allah inspired me with 


knowledge of what is in it. Is 


It was said to Abu Ja'far (Upon him Peace): 
“Your Shia claim that you know the weight of everything in the 
Tigris.” And they were sitting by the Tigris. 


16 Bihar al-Anwar vol 26 pg 26 
17 Mashariq Anwar al-Yaqeen, pg 135-136 
18 Bihar al-Anwar vol 26 pg 4 ch 1 
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So Abu Ja'far (peace be upon him) said to him: “Zs it not within the 
power of Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, to entrust the knowledge of 
that to a mosquito of His creation?” 

He said, Jes. 

He (peace be upon him) said: “7 am more noble in the sight of Allah 
than a mosquito.” Then he left.“ 


And the Commander of the Faithful (peace be upon him) said in his 
sermon describing the Imam: “For he is truth and justice. He 


perceives the unseen and has absolute authority. 


Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said: 

“O Mufaddal, whoever claims that anything inevitable is concealed 
from the Imam from the progeny of Muhammad, has disbelieved in 
what was revealed to Muhammad. We bear witness to your deeds, and 
nothing about your affairs is hidden from us. Your deeds are presented 
to us, and when the spirit and the body are in harmony, their lights 
shine forth, their secrets are revealed, and the knowledge of the 
unseen is attained.” 


The Prince of the Bees (peace be upon him) said: “By Allah, if I 
wished, I could inform each one of you about his coming and going, 
and every detail of his life. However, I fear that you might disbelieve 
in the Apostle of God. Know that I am directed towards the private 


matters. 


Aisha said to Imam Hasan (peace be upon him) after he informed her 
about what she did on the day of the prince's death, which no one else 
knew: O son of your grandfather's confinement and your father's 
seclusion in the knowledge of the unseen, who informed you about 


1 Ithbat al-Wasiyya pg 191-192 


20 Bihar al-Anwar vol 25, pg 170 
121 Nahj al-Balagha sermon 175 pg 250 
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this regarding me? . When he informed her of the secrets of her 
conscience and what the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and 
his family) informed him about her conflict with the prince, she said: 
“Did your grandfather inform you of this, or is it from your own 
knowledge of the unseen? ” 

He (peace be upon him) said: 

“This is from the knowledge of Allah, the knowledge of His 
Messenger, and the knowledge of the Commander of the Faithful. 


And Imam Al-Hasan Al-Askari (peace be upon him) said to those 
who asked him about the awaited Mahdi: 

“Have we not told you not to ask us about the knowledge of the 
unseen, so that we may disclose what we know of it to you, and then 
someone hears it who cannot bear to hear it, and thus he 
disbelieves?’’!** 


And Imam Zain al-Abidin (peace be upon him) said: 

“Verily, the servant has four eyes: two by which he sees the matters of 
his religion and his worldly affairs, and two by which he sees the 
matters of his hereafter. So when Allah intends good for a servant, He 
opens for him the two eyes in his heart, and through them he sees the 


unseen matters of his hereafter.” 


And Al-Muttaqi Al-Hindi narrated in “Kanz al-Ummal”: 

“There is no servant except that on his face there are two eyes by 
which he sees the matters of his religion and his worldly affairs, and 
two eyes in his heart by which he sees the matters of the Hereafter. So 
when Allah intends good for a servant, He opens for him the two eyes 


122 Hidayah al-Kubra pg 197-198 

123 Hidayah al-Kubra pg 197-198 (same pgs) 
124 Hidayah al-Kubra pg 334 ch 13 

125 al-Khisal pg 240 hadith 90 
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in his heart, and through them he sees what he was promised of the 


unseen, so he believes in the unseen. ”!?° 


In the story of Abu Yusuf and Muhammad ibn al-Hasan, the 
companions of Abu Hanifa, it is evident the knowledge of Imam 
al-Kadhim (peace be upon him) regarding the unseen, as one of them 
said to his companion: 

“We came to ask him about the obligatory and recommended acts, 
and now he has brought forth something from the knowledge of the 
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unseen.’ 
So we asked him: “How did you come to know about the matter of 
this man entrusted to you, that he will die this very night?’ 

The Imam (peace be upon him) replied: 

“From the same door about which the Messenger of Allah, Ali ibn Abi 


Talib (peace be upon him), informed of its curse. U 


26 Kanz al-Ummal by al-Suyuti vol 2 pg 42 

127 Al-Kharaji wa al-Jara'ih pg 287-288. This incident also reflects in the story of 
Imam Al-Ridha (peace be upon him) informing Ibn Hudhayb of what was going 
to happen, removing any doubt about the matter. The Imam (peace be upon him) 
said to him: V I were to inform you that you will die in these days, would you 
believe me?” He replied: “No, for no one knows the unseen except Allah the 
Most High.” The Imam (peace be upon him) then said: 

“Doesn't Allah say, 'Knower of the unseen, and He does not disclose His 


[knowledge of the] unseen to anyone except whom He has approved of 
messengers?” 

So the Messenger of Allah is approved by Allah, and we are the inheritors of 
that Messenger who Allah informed of whatever He willed of the unseen. Thus, 
we know what was and what will be until the Day of Resurrection. And what I 
have informed you, O Ibn Hudhayb, will happen within five days. If what I said 
is not true within this period, then I am a liar and fabricator. But if it is true, 
then know that you are rejecting Allah and His Messenger. And you have 
another sign: your sight will be afflicted, and you will become blind, unable to 
see neither ease nor hardship, and this will happen after some days. And I have 
another indication for you: you will swear a false oath and be struck with 
leprosy.” 


125 


Their knowledge of the unseen is obligatory for them for several 
reasons: 


Firstly, Allah, glorified be He, inscribed in the Preserved Tablet (alloh 
al-mahfuz) the knowledge of what has been and what will be. Then 
He revealed to each prophet among them what will happen to him and 
his successors until the emergence of the Sharia that comes after him, 
until the sealing of the messengers with their first and the sealing of 
the laws with their last. Hence, it became obligatory for the Imam to 
have knowledge of what has passed and what will happen until the 
Day of Judgment, because he is the seal, and his book is 
comprehensive and preventive. Furthermore, on the night of the 
Ascension, when he reached the highest station, he was close, a bow's 
length away or even nearer. He ascended to the Preserved Tablet with 
eminence and knowledge, and he was addressed with divine secrets 
not found in the Tablet. Therefore, the knowledge of the unseen, both 
past and future, is with him and belongs to him. In fact, he is the 
Preserved Tablet because he precedes all. 


His knowledge of what has been and what will be is a manifestation 
of his generosity, and his generosity extends to all. Therefore, the 
knowledge of the unseen, both past and future, is with him and his 
successors. 

The objections of the ignorant and the insistence of the imitators on 
his statement, “I do not know what is behind this wall except what 
my Lord has taught me“ s, contain many secrets: 

Firstly, by saying this, he testified that his knowledge comes from 
Allah, who chose and selected him. 


Muhammad ibn al-Fadl said: “By Allah, all of this was revealed regarding Ibn 
Hudhayb.” (Al-Kharaji wa al-Jara'ih pg 306. I say: this is a clear narration about 
their knowledge of the unseen, which only the biased would deny. 

128 Quran 18:66 
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Secondly, when he said, “I do not know,’ it means he refrained from 
speaking about knowledge, even regarding what is behind the wall, 
unless he was commanded. He awaited revelation about the unseen 
when questioned. They called him a mad teacher. If he had spoken 
before being asked or commanded, claiming knowledge while they 
accused him of sorcery and soothsaying, it would have contradicted 
wisdom. So, when questioned, he patiently waited for divine 
command to dispel the suspicions of the unbelievers. 


How could the knowledge of the unseen and miracles be concealed 
from them when they are Allah's successors over His creation and His 


trustees over the realities? 


Woe to the denier (muqassir) and the hypocrite, for they deny these 
truths. 
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The Arcane of the Noble Prophet 
al- Mustafa 


This chapter contains secrets regarding the birth of the Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family): 


Ziyad ibn al-Mundhir narrated from Layth ibn Sa'd, who said: I asked 
Ka'b al-Ahbar while he was with Mu'awiyah: 

“What do you think about the nature of the birth of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him and his family)? And do you find any superiority 
for his progeny?” 

Mu'awiyah turned to Ka'b to see his response, and Allah enabled him 
to speak. He said: 

“Bring Abu Ishaq to me. 

So, Ka'b said: 

“I have read in seventy-two books revealed from the heavens and I 
have read the scroll of Daniel. In all of them, I found the description 
of his birth and the birth of his progeny. His name is well known. No 
prophet was born upon whom angels descended except Jesus and 
Ahmad (Muhammad). No one exhibited signs of humanity covering 
their bodies except Mary and Aminah. The sign of his conception was 
that on the night Aminah conceived him, a caller announced in the 
heavens: 'Rejoice, O people of the heavens! Tonight, Aminah has 
conceived Ahmad And the same announcement was made on the 
earth, even in the seas. On that day, not a creature remained on earth, 
whether walking or flying, except that it knew of his birth. Indeed, 
seventy thousand palaces were built for him in paradise on the night 
of his birth: seventy thousand of red ruby and seventy thousand of 
moist pearl. They were named the Palaces of Birth, and it was said to 
paradise, 'Shake and adorn yourself, for tonight the Prophet has been 
born.' Paradise laughed that day, and it will remain laughing until the 
Day of Resurrection. 


128 


We have been informed that a whale from the whales of the sea, called 
Tamusa and known as the leader of whales, with seven hundred 
thousand fins, each larger than the world, moved with joy at his birth. 
If Allah had not fixed it in place, it would have raised its highest 
part.” 

It was also reported that on that day, every mountain met its 
companion with the good news, saying, “There is no god but Allah.” 
All the mountains submitted to Abu Qubays (the mountain in Mecca) 
as a sign of honour to Muhammad. 

All the trees were sanctified for forty days with their branches, 
flowers, and fruits out of joy for his birth. 

There appeared seventy pillars of light between heaven and earth. 
Adam was informed of his birth, and his beauty increased 
seventyfold. 

The Ka'bah trembled with joy and its inhabitants felt reassured. A 
thousand palaces of paradise, made of pearl and emerald, were thrown 
as a gift for his birth. 

Azazil (Shaytan) was thrown down, and the idols all fell on their 
faces, and they heard a voice from the Ka'bah saying, 'O Quraysh! 
Good tidings have come to you. The Warners have come to you. With 
him is eternal life, the greatest spear. He is the Seal of the Prophets. It 
is found in the scriptures that his progeny is the best of people, and 
people will remain safe from punishment as long as his progeny is in 
this world.' 

So Mu'awiyah said: 

“O Abu Ishaq, and who is his progeny?” 

Ka'b replied: “The one born of Fatimah.' Mu'awiyah frowned, and he 
bit his lip.” 


Among the special qualities of his birth, which is mentioned in the 


Gospel: “O Jesus! Be serious in my affair and do not jest, listen and 
obey, O son of the purified virgin. I have created you without a father 


129 


as a sign for the worlds. So worship me and rely on Ali, take hold of 
the Book firmly and give glad tidings to the people of Syria in Syriac. 
Hint to them that I am the Everlasting God. Believe in the unlettered 
Prophet, the one with the camel, the shield, and the crown, which is 
the turban, the horse, and the war horse, which is the staff with the 
kohl-rimmed eye, the forehead chain, the clear cheeks, the plump lips, 
and his neck is like a silver jug, with oil flowing in its veins, dark in 
complexion, as if he walks off a rock and descends from a mountain. 
The sweat on his face is like pearls or musk fragrance. There has been 
none like him before or after him. His marriage to women results in 
few offspring, and his offspring is blessed. His wives will have a 
house in paradise made of reeds, without any disturbance or 
exhaustion. He will take care of them in the latter days as Zachariah 
took care of his wife, who bore two witnessing offspring. His speech is 
the Quran, his religion is Islam, and I am the peace. Blessed are those 
who live in his time and hear his words. ” 


From what Ibn Abbas narrated about him speaking of the unseen and 
informing about the calamities, he said: 

“We performed Hajj with the Messenger of Allah, the farewell Hajj, 
and he came until he held onto the ring of the Kaaba's door. Then he 
turned towards us with his face shining like the sun at noon. He said: 
‘Shall I not inform you about the signs of the Hour?’ We said, ‘Yes, O 
Messenger of Allah.’ He said: ‘Among the signs of the Hour are the 
neglect of prayer, following desires, the glorification of wealth, and 
the selling of religion for worldly gains. Then, at that time, the heart 
of the believer will melt in his chest like salt in water due to what he 
witnesses of evil, yet he will be unable to deny it. 

Salman asked: 'Will all of this truly happen, O Messenger of Allah?' 
He said: Jes, by Him in Whose hand is the soul of Muhammad." Then, 
at that time, they will be followed by oppressive rulers, corrupt 
ministers, unjust scholars, and treacherous trustees. Then, the wrong 
will be known as right and the right as wrong. The liar will be 
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believed, and the truthful one will be called a liar. Women will 
conspire, Slaves will counsel, and children will occupy the pulpits. 
Fornication will become widespread, zakat will be begrudged, and 
deception will be profitable. A man will be harsh towards his parents 
and kind to his friends. The comet will appear, and at that time, 
women will share in their husbands’ trade, rain will be scarce, and 
when they enter the market, they will only find people swearing by 
their Lord. One will say: 'I did not sell anything,' and another will 
say: I did not gain anything. At that time, people will be ruled by 
tyrants, and if they speak, they will be killed, and if they remain silent, 
they will be slain. They will be treated unjustly; their blood will be 
shed, and their hearts will be filled with terror. You will see them 
nothing but fearful and terrified. At that time, people will come from 
the East and the West. Woe to the weak among my Ummah from them, 
and woe to them from Allah. They will not show mercy to the young or 
honor the elderly. Their hearts will be like the hearts of devils. At that 
time, men will be attracted to men, and women to women. They will 
become jealous over boys as one becomes jealous over a maiden in 
her family's house. Men will resemble women, and women will 
resemble men. Immoralities will prevail. Cursing will be common, and 
obscenities will be heard in public. At that time, mosques and Qur'ans 
will be adorned, pulpits will be raised, and rows will increase. Hearts 
will be filled with malice, and tongues will differ. At that time, the men 
of my Ummah will adorn themselves with gold, wear silk and brocade, 
engage in usury, deal with bribery, and indulge in backbiting. 
Divorces will increase, and the limits of Allah will not be upheld. At 
that time, kings of my Ummah will perform Hajj for leisure, their 
elites for trade, and their poor for the sake of appearance and 
reputation. At that time, they will learn the Quran for other than 
Allah's sake, turning it into melodious songs and engaging in debates. 
The offspring of adultery will increase, and they will be forgiven by 
the Quran. They will rush for worldly gains until prohibitions are 
violated, sins are accumulated, and the wicked dominate the 
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righteous. Lies will spread, and people will rush in dressing 
extravagantly and make it rain out of season. They will deny 
enjoining good at that time until the believer becomes more 
humiliated than the rest of the nation. Their reciters will manifest 
recitation and enmity among themselves. They will invoke impurities 
and filth in the Kingdom of the Heavens. There, the rich will fear the 
poor asking them for help, and people will be asked in their 
gatherings, but no one will give anything. At that time, those who 
were not speakers will speak, but they will not remain there for long 
until the earth shakes severely, and every group will think that the 
earthquake has happened to them. Then they will remain for as long 
as Allah wills. Then they will remain in their place, and the earth will 
throw out the treasures of its liver, gold, and silver. On that day, 
neither gold nor silver will be of any benefit. ” 


Among his informing about the unseen is when he wiped the dirt off 
the face of Ammar ibn Yasir during the Battle of the Trench and said, 
“The transgressing group will kill you.” 

And he said to Abu Dharr, “How will you be when you are expelled, 
exiled, and driven to the summits?” 

He said: “A city will be built between the Tigris and the Euphrates 
and Qatar, rather, the treasures of the earth will be brought to it, and 
it will be swallowed by a calamity.” meaning Baghdad (and the 
mongol invasion). 


Among his miracles, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, 
is that when the situation became severe for the Muslims on the day 
of the Trench, he ascended to the mosque of Victory and prayed two 
Rak'ahs, then said: “O Allah, if this group is not destroyed, you will 
not be worshipped on earth after them.” So the angels came and said, 
“O Messenger of Allah, Allah has commanded us to obey you, so 
command us as you wish.” He said, “Shake the polytheists and expel 
them. They attacked them from behind, and Abu Sufyan said to his 
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companions, “If we were fighting the people of the earth, we would 
have the ability over them, but if we were fighting the people of the 
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sky, we would have no power over them. 


Among the secrets of his birth, peace and blessings be upon him and 
his family, is that the angel Saf ibn Dhi Yazan said to Abd al-Muttalib, 
“I find in the Preserved Tablet and the Hidden Knowledge that if a 
boy is born in Tihama with a mole between his shoulders, he will have 
leadership, and you will have chieftainship until the Day of 
Resurrection. His mother died when he was two months old, and his 
father died when he was two months old. He was four years old when 
his mother died, and Abd al-Muttalib died when he was eight years 
old. His uncle, Abu Talib, took care of him.” 


Among his miracles, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, 
is that when Abu Dhar came to him and embraced Islam at his hands, 
he said to him: “Return to your land, for your cousin has died, 
leaving behind wealth, so manage it and stay in your land until such 
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and such time.’ 


He returned to Yemen and found what the Messenger of Allah had 
informed him, so he managed the wealth and stayed in his land until 
the Messenger of Allah appeared and came to him. 


Among that is what Wahb ibn Munabbih narrated from Ibn Abbas 
who said, “The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, 
said, 'When I was taken up to the heavens, my Lord called me, “O 
Muhammad, I swear by myself, and there is no god but me, that I will 
admit all your nation to Paradise except those who refuse. I said, 
“My Lord, who would refuse to enter Paradise?” He said, “I have 
chosen you as a Prophet and Ali as a successor. Whoever refuses his 
leadership has refused entry into Paradise because Paradise is only 
entered by his lover, and it is forbidden to the prophets until you, Ali, 
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Fatimah, their progeny, and their followers enter it.’ So I prostrated 
in gratitude to Allah. Then He said to me, “O Muhammad, indeed Ali 
is the caliph after you, and some people from your nation will oppose 
him, and indeed Paradise is forbidden to whoever He said, “He 
opposed and defied him. So I gave glad tidings to Ali that this honor 
is from me, and that eleven leaders will come out from his progeny, 
with one of them being a master who will lead the prayer behind the 
Messiah, son of Mary, filling the earth with justice as it was filled with 
injustice and oppression. I said, “My Lord, when will that be? ” He 
said, “When knowledge is lifted, ignorance increases, reciters 
abound, scholars diminish, jurists decrease, poets multiply, 
oppression and corruption proliferate, men meet men and women 
meet women, trustworthy people become traitors, their helpers are 
oppressors. There, there will be major earthquakes in the east and 
west, then the Antichrist will appear in the east.' Then my Lord 
informed me about the trials of Umayyads and Abbasids, and then my 
Lord commanded me to convey all of this to Ali, so I conveyed it to 
him by the order of Allah.” 


Among his miracles, peace and blessings be upon him and his family, 
is what Ibn Abbas narrated: “When the Prophet married Ali to 
Fatimah, he called for dates and barley from Arab fat and filled a 
basin for them, then he rubbed it with his noble hand, which is the 
source of blessings, treasures of goodness, overflowing blessings, and 
mercy for the people of the earth and heavens. Then he said, “Bring 
the containers and the basins.” They brought them, and the basin 
continued to be filled with dates and barley, and they carried them to 
the houses of the Emigrants and the Helpers, and the basin remained 
full and overflowing until everyone was satisfied, and the basin 
remained as it was. Another of his miracles is what he spoke about at 
his death while the people were around him. He said, “Some faces 
have turned white, and others have turned black. Some people are 
happy, while others are miserable. Happy are the people of the Five 
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Cloaks, and I am their leader, which is not a boast. My family are the 
family of the earlier House, those close to me. Happy are those who 
follow and support them, adhering to my religion and the religion of 
my forefathers. My Lord, I have fulfilled my promise, and some faces 
have turned black, as they seek refuge in the blazing Fire, the first and 
greatest mule-rider, while the others and the second have their 
accounts with Allah. The third and fourth, each man is held 
accountable for what he has earned, and the pledges are fulfilled. 
Faces have turned black, and parties have perished, leaders have led 
one another to the Fire, a book being studied and a chapter neglected, 
rulings without knowledge, one who hates Ali and his family in the 
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Fire, one who loves Ali and his family in Paradise. 


The Arcana of the Prince of the Believers 


Among the secrets of the Commander of the Faithful, Ali, peace be 
upon him, is that when he was born in the Sacred House, and the 
Kaaba was the guide, he prostrated while still an infant. Then he 
raised his noble head and bore witness to the Oneness of Allah, 
testified to the prophethood of Muhammad, peace be upon him and 
his family, and affirmed his own succession and leadership. Then he 
gestured to the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his family, 
and said: 

“(Can you) Read, O Messenger of Allah?” The Messenger of Allah 
replied, “Yes,” and Ali began with the scrolls of Adam, reciting them 
until even if Seth had been present, he would have acknowledged that 
Ali knew them better than him. Then he recited the scrolls of Noah, 
Abraham, the Torah, and the Gospel. Then he recited: “Certainly will 
the believers have succeeded”’”’, and the Prophet said to him, “Yes, 
they will succeed, as you are their leader.” Then he addressed him 
with what the prophets and successors had been addressed with, and 


129 Quran 23:1 
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then he fell silent. So the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and 
his family, said to him: “Return to your childhood, so be as you 
were.” 


Among his countless miracles and virtues is that the monk of 
Yemama, Athram, used to give glad tidings to Abu Talib, peace be 
upon him, about the coming of Ali, saying to him: 

“A son will be born to you who will be the master of his time, the 
Greatest Criterion. He will be the supporter, helper, son-in-law, and 
minister of the Prophet of his time. I do not live to see his days, but 
when you see him, convey my greetings to him from me, for | am soon 
to see him.” ” 

When the Commander of the Faithful, Ali, peace be upon him, was 
born, Abu Talib, peace be upon him, went to him to inform him, but 
he found that he had passed away. So he returned to Ali, the 
Commander of the Faithful, peace be upon him, took him, kissed him, 
and greeted him. The Commander of the Faithful said: 

“My father, I have come from the monk Athram who used to give you 
glad tidings about me.” 

Then Abu Talib said to him, “You have spoken the truth, O Wali of 
Allan.“ 


And among that which Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated: 

“While Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) was preparing his 
companions for battle against Muawiyah, two men disputed with him. 
One of them became verbose, so he said to him, “Be silent, you dog.” 
The man howled at that moment and turned into a dog. The people 
around him were astonished, and the man began to plead with Amir 
al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) and gestured with his finger. Amir 
al-Mu'minin looked at him and moved his lips, and suddenly, he 
returned to his human form. One of his companions, Malik, stood up 
and said, “Do you prepare people for battle against Muawiyah with 
such power?” He replied, “By the One who split the seed and 
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created the breeze, if I wished, I could strike Muawiyah's chest with 
these short legs of mine and turn him over from his bed. But rather, 


[I am one of] honoured servants. . 


And among that is his statement to Marwan ibn al-Hakam on the Day 
of the Camel when he had given him allegiance: “O son of al-Hakam, 
I fear you may see your head in this place.” No, replied Marwan, 
“that will not happen until from your lineage emerge tyrants who will 
rule over this nation. 


And among that is his speech in Karbala while heading towards 
Siffin, where he said: “Patience, O Abu Abdillah, on the banks of the 
Euphrates,” then he wept, and said: “By Allah, this is the climate and 
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resting place of the people.’ 


And among that is his statement at Siffin when he heard the agitators 
saying, “Muawiyah has been killed,” he said: “He has not been 
killed, nor will he be killed until the nation unites against him. 


And among that is what was narrated by al-Qadi Ibn Shadhan from 
Aban ibn Taghlib from al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) who said: 
“Amir al-Mu'minin was delivering a sermon on the pulpit of Kufa, 
and around him were people when a snake approached and began to 
scare them away. Amir al-Mu'minin said: 'Make way for it. It 
approached until it ascended the pulpit and the people watched. Then 
Amir al-Mu'minin kissed its feet and rubbed against them, then he 
blew three times, then it descended and slithered away. Amir 
al-Mu'minin did not interrupt his sermon. They asked him about that, 
and he said: 'This is a man from the jinn. He mentioned that his son 
had been killed by a man from the Ansar named Jabir ibn Sbay' near 
Khafan without any provocation, and I sought vengeance for his son's 
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blood. A tall man among the people stood up and said, 'I am the one 
who killed the snake at the place mentioned, and since then, I have 
been unable to settle in any place due to the screaming and shouting, 
so I fled to the mosque, and I have been here for seven nights.' Amir 
al-Mu'minin said: 'Take your camel and strike it at the place where 
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you killed the snake and go on your way, there is no harm upon you’ 


Among his Karamāt, peace be upon him, is his statement: “Allah has 
granted me what He has not granted to anyone among His creation. 
He opened the pathways for me, and I learned the causes and 
lineages. He made the clouds pour for me. I have looked into the 
Kingdom, and nothing of what was before me was hidden from me, 
nor anything of what will come after me. There is no created being but 
that in its sight is written “believer” or “disbeliever we know him 


when we see him. 1 


And among that is his saying, peace be upon him, to Rameela when 
he fell ill and became bedridden, and he was among the distinguished 
of his followers. He said to him, 

“You're unwell, O Rameela.” 

Then he saw him feeling better and attending the prayer. He said, 
“Yes, my master, and how do you know? ” 

He replied, “O Rameela, whenever a believer, male or female, falls 
ill, we share in their illness; whenever they grieve, we share in their 
grief; whenever they supplicate, we feel secure about their 
supplication; whenever they remain silent, we pray for them. And 
there is no male or female believer in the East or the West but that we 


are with them.” 2. 


And among that is what was narrated by Al-Asbagh bin Nabatah from 
Zaid al-Shaham, that Ali, the Commander of the Faithful, peace be 
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upon him, was approached by a group of hypocrites. He said to him, 
“Are you the one who claims that this beast is a prohibited 
transformation (maskh)?” He replied, “Yes. ’ 


3 


J 


They said, “Show us your evidence.’ 
So, he took them to the Euphrates and called out, “Manash, Manash.” 
The creature replied, “At your service.” 

The Commander of the Faithful said to him, “Who are you?” 

He said: 

“I am among those to whom your leadership was offered, but they 
refused, so I was transformed. And there are others with you who will 
be transformed just as we were and will become what we have 
become. ” 

The Commander of the Faithful said: “Narrate your story so those 
present may hear and learn.” 

He said, “Yes, we were twelve tribes of the Children of Israel. We 
rebelled and disobeyed, and your leadership was offered to us, but we 
refused. We left the lands and engaged in corruption. Then you came, 
and Allah knows best about us. You called out a call, and we gathered 
as one, although we were scattered across the plains. Then another 
call was made, saying, 'Be transformed by the power of Allah.' So, we 
were transformed into different species. Then it was said, 'O streams, 
become rivers to accommodate these creatures, and connect with the 
seas of the earth so that there will be no water left untouched by these 
creatures, as you see”. 


There was a dispute over this narration, so someone skeptical 
objected, saying: 

“He spoke in the language of the situation or in the language of the 
speech. ” 
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So, I said to him, “Don't you hear the saying of Allah the Almighty: 
“The seven heavens and the earth and whatever is in them exalt 
Him” , which indicates to those who understand.” 


And among that is what Ubayd al-Sikskaki narrated from Abu 
Abdullah, peace be upon him, that when Ali, peace be upon him, 
arrived from Siffin, he stood on the bank of the Euphrates, took out a 
green rod, struck it against the river, and the people watched him as 
twelve fountains burst out, each like towering mountains. Then he 
spoke in words they did not understand. The whales approached, 
raising their voices in glorification and praise, and said: 

“Peace be upon you, O proof of Allah on His earth and the eye of 
Allah overseeing His servants. Your people have abandoned you, just 
as Harun ibn Imran's people abandoned him.” 

So, he said to his companions, “Did you hear?” 

They said: Jes, 

so he said, “This is a sign for me and an argument against you”. 


Among the peculiar issues and their resolutions: A man attended the 
assembly of Abu Bakr and claimed that he does not fear Allah, nor 
does he hope for Paradise, nor does he dread the Fire. He does not 
bow or prostrate, eats carrion and blood, bears witness to what he has 
not seen, loves chaos, dislikes the truth, believes in the Jews and 
Christians, claims to possess what is not with Allah, and asserts: “J 
am Ahmad, the Prophet, I am Ali, and I am your Lord.” 

Upon this, Umar said to him, “You have increased in disbelief upon 
your disbelief.” 

Then Ali, the Commander of the Faithful, peace be upon him, said to 
Umar: 
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“Be gentle, O Umar, for this is aman among the friends of Allah. He 
does not hope for Paradise, but he hopes for Allah. He does not fear 
the Fire, but he fears his Lord. He does not fear Allah s injustice, but 
he fears His justice because His judgement is just. He does not bow or 
prostrate in the funeral prayer. He eats locusts and fish. He loves his 
family and children. He bears witness to Paradise and Hell, though he 
has not seen them. He dislikes death even though it is the truth. He 
believes in the Jews and Christians in their mutual denial. He claims 
to have what Allah does not have because he claims to have offspring, 
while Allah has no offspring. He possesses what is not from Allah. He 
oppresses himself, and there is no oppression with Allah. And his 
statement, I am Ahmad the Prophet.” 

They said, Jes, so he said, “This is a sign for me and an argument 
against you ”. 
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The Sermon of Ali after coming from 
defeating the Kharijites 


“Praise be to God and Muhammad and peace be upon him and his 
family. I am the First of the Muslims, I am the First of the Believers, I 
am the First of those who pray, I am the first of those who fast, I am 
the First of the Mujahideen, I am the steadfast rope of God (habl 
Allah al-mateen), I am the sword of the Apostle of the Lord of the 
Eons, I am the Most truthful (al-sadeeq al-akbar), I am the Supreme 
distinguisher (al- farouq al-adhm), I am the door to the City of 
Knowledge, I am the Most Wise'*’, I am the banner of guidance, I am 
the Mufti of Justice, I am the lantern of the religion, I am the Prince of 
the faithful. 

I am the Imam of the Muttaqeen (pious), I am the master of the 
successors (ie the Imams), I am the dragonfly of the religion, I am the 
piercing shooting star of God, I am the pouring torment of God (on 
the earth), I am the sea which does not bleed, I am the Noble who 
cannot be described, I am the killer of the Polytheists, I am the 
Annihilator of the unbelievers, I am the saviour of the believers, 

I am the leader of the veiled warriors, I am the cutting molars of Hell, 
I am its circling rake, I am the one who leads its people to it, I am the 
one who throws its firewood upon it. 


My name is exalted in the scriptures, in the Torah as Baria, and 
among the Arabs as Ali. I have names in the Quran known to those 
who know them. I am the truthful one whom Allah has commanded 
you to follow, for He said: “And be with the truthful’'**. I am the 
righteous among the believers, I am the caller in this world and the 
Hereafter, I am the almsgiver in prostration. I am the son of the Lion, 


134 Could be translated as “I am the Head of the dream” ie the beginning of 
dreams. Ras al-Hilm can be translated in various ways 
135 Quran 9:119 
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the brother of the Lion. I am the one praised in “Has there come“. I 


am the face of Allah, I am the side of Allah, I am the knowledge of 
Allah. 


I have knowledge of what was and what will be until the Day of 
Resurrection. None claims that except me, and none can refute me 
about it. Allah has illuminated my heart and made my actions 
pleasing. My Lord has taught me wisdom and nourished me with it. I 
have not associated partners with Allah since I was created, nor have I 
faltered since I was burdened. I have slain the bravest of the Arabs 
and their knights, I have vanquished their lions and their champions. 
O people, ask me about a treasury of knowledge and a collection of 
wisdom. 


The Sermon of Pride (Khutbatul Iftikar) 


Narrated by al-Asbagh ibn Nubatah, he said: 

“The Commander of the Faithful, peace be upon him, delivered a 
sermon and said in his sermon: 

“I am the brother of the Messenger of Allah and the inheritor of his 
knowledge, the repository of his wisdom, the keeper of his secret. Not 
a letter was revealed by Allah in any of His Books except that it has 
reached me, and my knowledge has been increased about what was 
and what will be until the Day of Resurrection. I have been given the 
knowledge of lineages and causes, and I have been given a thousand 
keys that open a thousand doors, and I have been given extensive 
knowledge of destiny. And this will continue in the successors after 
me as surely as night and day until Allah inherits the earth and 
whoever is upon it, and He is the best of inheritors. I have been given 
the Sirat, the Mizan, the Banner, and the Pool of Kawthar. I am the 
foremost of the children of Adam on the Day of Resurrection. I am 
the one who will hold people to account. I determine their abodes. I 
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am the punishment for the people of Hell. All of this is from the grace 
of Allah upon me. And whoever denies that I have succession on the 
earth, succession after succession, turning back after turning back, 
speaking anew as I was of old, then indeed, he has rejected us, and 
whoever rejects us has rejected Allah. 


I am the harbinger of invocations, the steward of supplications, the 
arbiter of retributions, and the custodian of proofs. I am the custodian 
of wondrous verses, I delve into the arcane of creation. I am a 
manifestation of an epoch cast in unyielding iron, I am forever new. I 
am the celestial abode where angels find their dwelling, whereupon I 
solemnly bind souls with eternal covenants. Am I not the eternal 
Sovereign, whose command resonates through the eons? 


I am the speaking word of God in the creation. I am the one who 
convenes with all creatures in their moments of prayer. I am the 
solace for widows and orphans. I am the gateway to the abode of 
gnosis. I am the cave of dreams. I am the embodiment of divine 
providence. I am the bearer of the standard of praise. I am the 
bestower of gifts upon gifts; even if I were to disclose them to you, 
you would disbelieve. 


I am the vanquisher of tyrants, I am the arsenal of both this world and 
the hereafter. I am the leader of the faithful. I am the beacon of 
guidance for the enlightened. I am the keeper of the right path. I am 
the epitome of certainty. I am the imam of the righteous. I am the 
harbinger of faith. I am the steadfast rope of God, the one who fills 
the world with justice, just as it was filled with injustice and 
oppression by the edge of my sword. 


I am the companion of Gabriel, I am the follower of Michael. I am the 


tree of guidance, I am the embodiment of piety. I am the gatherer of 
creation unto God through the word by which all creatures are 
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unified. I am the originator of humanity'*’. I am the compiler of 
judgments. I am the bearer of the radiant staff and the red camel. I am 
the gateway to certainty, I am the Prince of the faithful. 


I am the companion of al-Khidr, I am the possessor of purity, I am the 
holder of radiance. I am the combatant against peers, I am the 
vanquisher of the valiant. I am the companion of the archaic ones, I 
am the Most truthful (siddiq al-akbar), I am the most distinguished. I 
am the speaker of revelation, I am the companion of the celestial stars, 
I am ordained by the command of my Lord and the knowledge 
bestowed upon me by Allah. 


I am the bearer of yellow banners, the bearer of red banners. I am the 
absent, awaited one for the great affair. I am the giver, the bestower, 
the withholder of hands upon seizing. Describing myself, I am the 
beholder of my Lord's religion, the protector of my cousin. I am 
enshrined in shrouds, the guardian of the Merciful. I am the 
companion of Khidr and Harun, the companion of Musa and Yusha 
ibn Nun. 


I am the companion of paradise, the companion of rainfall and 
showers, the companion of earthquakes and eclipses. I am the 
intimidator of multitudes, the combatant against disbelievers, the 
leader of the righteous. I am the inhabited house, the elevated canopy, 
the surging sea, the inner sanctum. I am the pillar of nations, the 
possessor of the greatest command. Is there any speaker who can 
address me? 


137 Refer to early chapters, “Had it not been for Muhammad, I would have not 
created the world, and had it not been for Ali, I would have not created 
Muhammad, but had it not been for Fatimah, I wouldn't have created either of 
them.” 
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I am the fire, and were it not for hearing the words of Allah and the 
sayings of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his family, 
I would unsheathe my sword among you and slay you from the last to 
the first. I am the month of Ramadan. I am the night of power, I am 
the mother of the Book, I the separator of discourse, I am 
Suratul-Hamd, I am the companion of prayers in both settled and 
travel, indeed, we are the prayers, the fasting, the nights, the days, the 
months, and the years. 


I am the gatherer and the disperser, I am the one who helps absolve 
the nation of Muhammad from sins. I am the door of prostration, I am 
the slave, I am the created, I am the testifier, I am the testified, 

I am the companion of verdant silk, mentioned in the heavens and the 
earth. I am the one who journeyed with the Messenger of Allah 
through the heavens. I am the possessor of the Book and the bow. I 
am the companion of Seth, son of Adam. I am associated with Musa 
and Iram. Through me, parables are drawn. 


I am the verdant sky, the companion of the pristine world. I am the 
provider of rain after despair. Behold, here I am. Who is like unto me? 
I am the master of the grand thunder, the possessor of the vast ocean. I 
am the interlocutor with the sun, the lightning bolt against enemies. I 
am the succour for those who obey, and Allah is my Lord, there is no 
god but Him. 


Indeed, falsehood may prevail for a time, but truth holds enduring 
sovereignty. Behold, I am foretelling events that are imminent; 
anticipate the Umayyad tribulation and the Kharyite upheaval. Then 
await the rise of the Abbasid dynasty with relief and hardship. They 
will establish a city known as Al-Zura' (baghdad?) between the Tigris 
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and the Euphrates'**cursed be those who inhabit it (until it falls under 
calamity). 


From there, the tyrants' arrogance will emerge, towering palaces will 
rise, and corruption will spread. The descendants of Abbas will rule 
over it with cunning and immorality, passing it among forty-two 
kings, as numerous as the years of their reign. Then shall come the 
time of great turmoil, with a red necklace around the neck of the one 
standing for truth. Afterward, my face shall shine forth among the 
realms like the radiant moon amidst the stars. Indeed, my descendants 
emergence will be marked by ten signs, the first of which will be: 


Distortion of banners in the alleys of Kufa, desecration of mosques, 
interruption of the pilgrimage, upheaval and turmoil in Khurasan, the 
appearance of a comet, the alignment of stars, tumult, strife, killing, 
and plunder. These are ten signs, each more astonishing than the last. 
When these signs come to pass, our Awaited One, the standard-bearer 
of truth, will rise.” 


Then he said: “O people, exalt your Lord and do not attribute to Him 
equals. Whoever sets limits for the Creator has disbelieved in the 
spoken Word.” 

Then he said: “Blessed are the people of my allegiance who fight and 
are expelled for my sake. They are the treasurers of God in His land; 
they will not be terrified on the Day of Great Terror. J am the light of 
God that cannot be extinguished; I am the secret that remains 
undisclosed. ” 


This statement and position are corroborated by what is mentioned in 
the Amali of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his 
family, that he said: “O people of Quraysh, how will it be with you 
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when you disbelieve in me? Then you will see me in a battalion of my 
companions, striking your faces with the sword, me and Ali ibn Abi 
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Talib, peace be upon him. 


Upon this, Gabriel descended in haste and said: “Say, God willing. ” 


The Sermon of the Two Gulfs 


From a sermon attributed to him, peace be upon him, known as 
“Al-Tantijiyyah,” (the two gulfs) its outward elegance matches its 
profound inner meaning. Let its reader beware of unjust suspicion, for 
within it lies a glorification of the Creator beyond what any creature 
can bear. It was delivered by the Commander of the Faithful, peace be 
upon him, between Kufa and Medina. He said: 


“Praise be to Allah, who split the heavens and pierced the air, 
suspended the firmaments and illuminated the light, who revived the 
dead and caused the living to die. I praise Him with a praise that rises 
high and shines brightly, a praise that ascends in the sky like an 
emissary, and diffuses evenly in the air. He created the heavens 
without pillars and established them without supports, adorning them 
with radiant stars, and enclosing dark clouds in the atmosphere. He 
created the seas and mountains amidst the tumult of waves, raising its 
crest high, causing its waves to surge. I praise Him, and to Him 
belongs all praise. I bear witness that there is no god but He, and I 
bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and messenger. He chose 
him from the noblest lineage, sent him among the Arabs, and 
dispatched him as a guide and a saviour, manifesting clear signs and 
sealing the messages. He enlightened the Muslims with him and 
revealed the religion through him. May Allah bless him and his pure 
family. 
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O people, turn back to my followers, adhere to my covenant, maintain 
the faith with steadfast conviction, hold fast to the guidance of your 
Prophet, through whom your salvation is assured, and through his 
love, your deliverance on the Day of Resurrection is secured. I am the 
hope and the hoped-for, I am the one stationed at the juncture of 
times, I am the beholder of the West and the East. I have seen the 
mercy of Allah and paradise, a sight to behold, in the seventh ocean, 
where ships sail amidst its stars and clouds. I have seen the Earth 
wrapped like a cloak around it, in a curvature from the East to the 
West. Two bays of water appear as if two arms embracing. Who could 
encompass its circumference? And what is paradise? They are but like 
a ring on a finger. I have seen the sun at its setting, resembling a bird 
retreating to its nest. Were it not for the contact with the pinnacle of 
paradise, the mingling of times, and the creaking of the ships, one 
could hear a murmur, as if the heavens and the earth were entering 
into the black waters. It is the boiling spring, and indeed, I have 
learned from the wonders of Allah's creation what none can know but 
Allah. I have come to know what was, what will be, and what 
transpired in the primordial atom, along with those who preceded 
from the first Adam. My Lord has unveiled to me, and I have come to 
know. He has taught me, and I have learned. So act and do not agitate, 
do not raise objections. Were it not for my concern for you, lest you 
say I am a sorcerer or an apostate, I would inform you of what they 
were, what you are, and what you will face until the Day of 
Resurrection—knowledge that was entrusted to me, and I learned. 
Indeed, His knowledge was concealed from all prophets except the 
bearer of your law, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him and his 
family. He taught me His knowledge, and I taught him mine. Indeed, 
we are the first to be pledged, the pledge of the Hereafter and the first, 
the pledge of every era and time. Through us, some perish and some 
are saved. You cannot comprehend us. By the One who split the seed 
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and created the soul, who is unique in power and majesty, the winds, 
the air, and the birds are all subjected to me. 


The world was presented to me, and I turned away from it. I am like 
the father of the world, and when its consequences catch up with me, I 
will bend. I have knowledge of what is above the highest paradise, 
what is below the lowest heaven, what is in the exalted heavens, what 
lies between them, and what is beneath the earth. All of this is 
knowledge of encompassment, not knowledge of narration. I swear by 
the Lord of the Mighty Throne, if I wished, I could inform you of 
your forefathers and ancestors, where they were, who they were, 
where they are now, and what has become of them. How many among 
you have consumed the flesh of their brothers, or drunk from the skull 
of their fathers, while yearning and longing for them? 


Never! Never! When the veil is lifted, and what is hidden is revealed, 
when the secrets of hearts are laid bare, and the conscience is fully 
known, by Allah, you have dug trenches and repeated cycles, and 
between each cycle and another, there are signs aplenty, as vast as the 
difference between the living and the dead. Some are found in the 
crops of birds, and some in the bellies of beasts. People are between 
coming and going, departing and returning. If you knew what was 
from me in the primordial past and what will be from me in the 
Hereafter, you would witness astonishing wonders, bewildering 
matters, and crafts of great magnitude. I am the companion of the 
earliest creation before the first Noah. If you knew the marvels and 
nations I created between Adam and Noah, and the nations I 
destroyed, then indeed, their fate is justified. Woe to what they used to 
do! 


I am the companion of the first calamity, I am the companion of the 
second calamity, I am the companion of the torrents of Arim. I am the 
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custodian of hidden secrets. I am the master of Aad and the gardens, 
the companion of Thamud and the signs. 


I am their destroyer, their shaker, their returner, their annihilator, their 
arranger, their ancestor, their crusher, their bringer of death, their 
giver of life. 


I am the first!ꝰꝰ, I am the last“, I am the manifest, I am the hidden. I 
am with the cycles before the cycles, I am with the revolutions before 
the revolutions, I am with the pen before the pen, I am with the tablet 
before the tablet. I am the companion of the primordial eternity. I am 
the companion of Jabulqa and Jabursa. I am the owner of the shelves 
and the pyramids. I am the orchestrator of the inaugural realm, where 
neither your heavens nor your dust. 


Then Ibn Sawirma stood up to him and said: 
“You are, You are, O Prince of the Faithful?” 


So the Prince of the faithful said: 

“I am, I am! There is no God but Allah, my lord and lord of the 
creations collectively, whose dominion extends to creation and 
command. He orchestrates affairs with wisdom, and by His decree, 
the heavens and the earth stand. It is as if your feeble ones ask, “Do 
you not heed the claims made by Ibn Abi Talib within himself?” Yet 
yesterday, the armies of the Levant gathered against him, but he did 
not venture forth to them. 


By the One who dispatched Muhammad and Ibrahim! Behold, I shall 
enact upon the denizens of the Levant myriad fates, and what fates 
they shall be! By my sovereignty and grandeur, I shall unleash upon 


13 The first to safeguard after the Apostle of God, the First of the Muslims, the 


First of creations, etc. 
140 Last to be resurrected, last to be informed about saqifa, etc 
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the people of the Levant a torrent of fates, and what fates they shall 
be! For the people of Siffin, I decree seventy fates for each, and unto 
every Muslim, I shall bestow a rebirth. I shall compel his foe and 
challenger to yield until the raging tempest within me finds its calm. 
With Ammar ibn Yasir and Aws al-Qarni, I shall decree a thousand 
fates, prompting inquiries of how, where, when, and by what means. 


Thus, envision the spectacle when you witness the Sovereign of the 
Levant issuing edicts and cleaving with precision, only to exact upon 
him the most severe retribution. Rejoice, for on the morrow, the 
dominion over creation shall revert to the command of my Lord. 
Therefore, do not diminish the weight of my words, for we have been 
bestowed with the knowledge of destinies and trials, the art of 
interpretation and revelation, the illumination of discourse, and the 
science of adversities and tribulations. Hence, nothing shall evade our 


grasp. 


It is as though, by this proclamation, he gestured towards: 

Hussain (peace be upon him), whose radiance shall emanate from 
betwixt his eyes, heralding the appointed hour with an elongated 
moment that shall convulse and dismantle it. And the faithful shall 
ascend alongside him in every realm. By Allah, were I inclined, I 
could enumerate them individually, with their appellations and the 
names of their progenitors, as they propagate from the loins of men 
and the wombs of women until the designated time. 


Then he said: O Jabir, you are with the truth and with it you shall be, 
and in it you shall perish, O Jabir, when the bells toll, and the 
nightmares press, and the oxen speak, then shall marvels unfold, what 
marvels indeed! When the fire illuminates my sight, and the Ottoman 
standard emerges in the dark valley, and Basra trembles as factions 
overcome one another, and each tribe pours upon another, and the 
armies of Khurasan stir, and Shu'ayb bin Salih al-Tamimi emerges 
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from the belly of Talqan, and Sa'id al-Susi is pledged allegiance in 
Khuzestan, and the banner is raised for the Amaleeq in Kurdistan, and 
the Arabs prevail over the lands of Armenia and Sajlab, and Heraclius 
submits Constantinople to the Patriachs of Sinan, then anticipate the 
appearance of the Speaking Tree from the mount, where Moses 
conversed, indeed, this shall be a manifest revelation, and a witnessed 
spectacle, behold the wonders left behind, and the signs concealed, I 
find no bearers for them. 


I am the companion of Satan in prostration, I am the punisher and his 
soldiers for their pride and arrogance by the command of Allah. I 
raised Idris to a lofty station, I spoke for Jesus as an infant in the 
cradle, I am the measurer of fields and the one who laid the earth, I 
divided it into fifths, allocating one-fifth as land, one-fifth as sea, 
one-fifth as mountains, one-fifth as plains, and one-fifth as ruins. I am 
the one who pierced through the heart of Qalzam. 


Misc 


It has been reported from Jabir ibn Abdullah al-Ansari that he said: 


“The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and his family, 
performed the Fajr prayer, then he turned to us and started speaking. 
He said, 'O people, whoever loses the sun should hold onto the moon, 
and whoever loses the moon should hold onto the two bright stars." 
He said, "So I and Abu Ayyub al-Ansari and Anas ibn Malik stood up, 
and we said, 'O Messenger of Allah, who is the sun?' He said, 'I am.' 
Then he, may Allah bless him and his family, gave us an example and 
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said, 'Verily, Allah the Exalted created us and made us like the stars in 
the sky. Whenever one star disappears, another star appears. So Iam 
the sun, so hold onto the moon when I am gone.'" We said, "Who is 
the moon?" He said, "My brother, my successor, my minister, the 
judge of my religion, the father of my children, and my successor 
among my family, Ali ibn Abi Talib." We said, "Who are the two bright 
stars?" He said, "al-Hasan and al-Husayn." Then he remained silent 
for a while and said, "Fatima is the Venus, and my progeny, the 
people of my household, are with the Qur'an, and the Qur'an is with 
them. They will not separate until they meet me at the Pool 
(Al-Hawd). ”'” 

And said the Prince of the Faithful (Upon him Peace): 

“My name is littered within the Seven heavens above, and the Seven 
Seas below, and My name is Ali al-Ula (s32 de)” 


Duvu’a al-Bada’at 
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al-Amali by at-Tusi, p. 5 
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